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Jeff Astle’s widow tells of fear after being hit by lighter 

MATCH MISSILE 
THUGS FACE BAH 


By John Scott 


THUGS who hurled missiles 
towards West Brom fans at 
The Hawthorns have been 
warned they face being 
banned from the ground. 

Police have vowed to take tough 
action against visiting Leicester City 
supporters who threw coins and oth- 
er objects at hom e fans. 

The widow of Albion 
legend Jeff Astle was 
struck with a cigarette 
lighter and was so upset 
by the incident she said 
she would never watch 
another game, following 
the problems during Sat¬ 
urday’s game. 

Ten Leicester fans 
were ejected from the 
ground and five were ar¬ 
rested. Supt Basit Javid, 



Laraine Astle 


of West Midlands Police, said: “There were 
a few issues around the behaviour of some 
Leicester City fans. Police and West Bromwich 
Albion Football Club security worked together 
to take decisive action. 

“As a result two Leicester City fans were 
refused entry from the outset, and 10 were 
ejected from the site. Five people were arrested 
and are being dealt with accordingly. 

“We are continuing to work with the club to 
minimise the risk of this occurring again and 
are seeking to put banning orders in place.” 

Laraine Astle was not hurt but saw a young 
boy and a woman in her 20s injured by missiles 
during the match, the first home game she had 
attended since Astle Day almost three years 
ago. She said: “It was awful. I have never seen 
such venom, nor have I felt so frightened at a 
game in the 54 years I have followed the Albion. 

“The young woman sitting behind me was 
struck by a coin that missed her eye by fractions 
of an inch. The little lad sitting near me was hit 
by the cigarette lighter which then struck me 
on the shoulder before bouncing onto the hand 
of my daughter Claire. The boy was hysterical. 

“The way I feel now I never want to go to 
another game of football.” 

West Brom were beaten 4-1 by Leicester 
- ironically the club against whom Jeff Astle 
made his debut. 


M-WAY APPRENTICE PETER CHANGES DIRECTION AT 60 


SIXTY-YEAR-OLD apprentice Peter Lees is prov¬ 
ing that it is never too late to start learning after 
starting an apprenticeship working on the M5 
viaduct repair project in Oldbury. 

“I always thought I was too old,” the former 
Black Country metal worker and grandfather of 
11 said. “When the drop forge I was working at 
went out of business nearly 30 years ago I went 
to roadshows and that is what I was told. But now 
I’m out of the house every day, earning a wage 
and I feel good about myself.” 

Mr Lees, from Smethwick, started work in the 
metal forging industry as soon as he left school 
but was forced to look for new opportunities 
when his employer went out of business in 1990. 

He spent 10 years doing painting and building 
work for another firm before they shut down and 
he took on part-time security and other work. He 
started work for the Highways Agency in Septem¬ 
ber and has worked across the project, which in¬ 
cludes concrete repairs and waterproofing on the 
ageing viaduct. 

Family 

He has also played his part helping the water 
management team set up the pipework for the 
vital hydro-demolition process. 

The lifelong Aston Villa supporter and father- 
of-three and grandfather of 11 lives just 15 min¬ 
utes from the Oldbury viaduct and has come to 
appreciate the scale of the repair work which, at 
more than £100 million, is the largest concrete re¬ 
pair project, by value, ever carried out in Britain. 

“I’ve driven under it countless times over the 
years and it’s always been there in the back¬ 
ground,” he said. 

He added: “It’s staggering to see all of the work 
that is taking place underneath the road. I’m in¬ 
credibly proud to be part of the team working on 
this scheme. 

“My partner says good - you’re out from under 
my feet. The grandkids love it because they 
see the motorway and talk about grandad. I’m 
the oldest apprentice in town and I’ve got new 
friends. We’re like one big family.” 

Mr Lees told his story as Highways England 
urged people interested in making a real differ¬ 
ence to road journeys across England to ‘sign up’ 
to become one of the dozens of apprentices the 
company plans to recruit this year. 

For more information about the work at Old- 

Apprentice Peter Lees, aged 60, who is helping the water-management team k ur y viaduct visit www.highways.gov.uk/old- 

buryviaduct 



WATCHDOG 

‘Chaotic’ scenes at 
closed care home 

‘CHAOTIC’ conditions inside a care home that 
closed down amid serious safety concerns 
have been revealed. 

A new report by health watchdog the Care 
Quality Comission (CQC) has lifted the lid on 
standards at C&V Orchard Residential in Dar- 
laston. Family members were given just two 
days to move residents out of the home when 
it shut suddenly last month. 

The closure came after the CQC launched 
an unannounced visit following concerns res¬ 
idents were sustaining injuries and fears care 
needs were not being managed. In a report 
released this month, inspectors said: “Staff 
did not have the skills and knowledge to meet 
people’s needs effectively. 

“People were not protected from the risk of 
harm because staff did not understand how 
to manage people’s individual risks to keep 
them safe.” 

The Station Street care home fell into spe¬ 
cial measures last year after its rating slipped 
from ‘requires improvement’ to ‘inadequate’. 
At the latest visit in January, inspectors found 
the home was continuing to breach health 
and safety legislation and rated it inadequate 
again. 

No-one from the home was available for 
comment. 

HEALTH 

Deadline looming 
on GP consultation 

PATIENTS have a few days left to take part in 
a consultation over the proposed closure of 
two West Bromwich GP surgeries. 

Health bosses are reviewing whether to 
renew the contracts of Mailing Health Cen¬ 
tre in Parsonage Street and Mailing Health 
in Great Bridge. Both contracts run out on 
March 19. 

The two practices serve almost 9,000 pa¬ 
tients and people are being asked for their 
feedback on the proposals. The plans have 
been tabled by Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Clinical Commissioning Group. 

It said seven GP practices are within a mile 
radius of Great Bridge and five from Parson¬ 
age Street which ‘may be able to accommo¬ 
date’ patients. 

To take part in the consolation, visit www. 
sandwellandwestbhamccg.nhs.uk 
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Stars say tatty-bye 
to legend Doddy 
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Nearly 1,000 New Look jobs face axe 


NEARLY 1,000 shop workers face the axe after 
fashion chain New Look revealed plans to shut 60 
stores. The move is part of a rescue plan that will 
see the firm’s rent bill cut at 393 of its remaining 
533 UK shops. 

Branches at Wolverhampton’s Mander Centre, 
Walsall, Cannock, West Bromwich, Dudley High 
Street and Halesowen, as well as its womenswear 
shop at Merry Hill and two stores in Stafford - at 
the Queens Retail Park and Riverside - are among 
those that could see a rent cut. 

The New Look Men’s shop at Merry Hill, which 
only opened in 2016, is one of those set for closure. 

New Look is the latest victim of the slowdown 
on the high street that has already seen Toys R 


Us and Maplin collapse into administration, with 
shops across the Black Country and Staffordshire 
facing closure. 

With less money being spent on the high street 
New Look is having a tough time fending off 
cheaper rivals like Primark and the big super¬ 
markets, as well as online budget fashion stores 
like Asos. Primark is opening its biggest-ever UK 
branch at Birmingham’s Pavilions shopping centre 
later this year. 

The rescue deal is called a Company Voluntary 
Arrangement (CVA) and New Look says all stores 
will remain open until its creditors - banks, suppli¬ 
ers and landlords - vote on the proposal on March 
21. Up to 980 jobs out of its workforce of 15,300 


are under threat, although New Look said it would 
look to redeploy staff where possible. 

Alistair McGeorge, executive chairman of New 
Look, said: “Given our challenged trading per¬ 
formance and over-rented UK store estate, we 
are having to take tough but necessary actions to 
reduce our fixed cost base and restore long-term 
profitability.” 

Daniel Butters and Neville Kahn, of Deloitte, 
the business advisory firm, have been appointed 
as nominees to the CVA. Mr Butters said: “The 
retail trading environment in the UK remains ex¬ 
tremely challenging, driven by weaker consumer 
confidence, the implications of Brexit and compe¬ 
tition from online channels.” 


Elderly patient inquest 
told of hospital neglect 



Frank Hayward 


NEGLECT at Sandwell Gener¬ 
al Hospital did contribute to the 
tragic death of a pensioner, an 
inquest heard. 

Frank Hayward ‘may not have 
died’ if hospital staff had spotted the 
83-year-old was suffering a bleed to 
the brain and fractured neck follow¬ 
ing a fall, an inquest heard. 

His health ‘signif¬ 
icantly deteriorated’ 
during his four-week 
hospital stay, with 
medics placing him on 
a surgical ward due to 
a lack of available beds, 
Black Country Coro¬ 
ner’s Court heard. 

Speaking after the 
inquest, his family said 
they feared care at the 
hospital would not im¬ 
prove and vowed to continue with their bat¬ 
tle against Sandwell and West Birmingham 
NHS Trust. 

Daughter Carolyn Mullins added: “It 
does not end here, we will still fight this. 
We were robbed of being with him on the 
day he died.” Mr Haywood was rushed to 
the hospital following a fall at his Rowley 
Regis home on November 12 last year. 

Coroner Mr Zafar Siddique said there 
were ‘failures’ when staff did not diagnose 
his bleed to the brain following a CT scan. 

There was also a ‘missed opportunity’ 
to identify the former sheet metal worker 
had fractured his neck, the coroner added. 
Mr Haywood’s health deteriorated during 
his stay, contracting Norovirus and falling 
from his bed. He died before his family - 
who had been warned to stay away after a 
Norovirus outbreak - got to the hospital on 
December 10. 

Mr Siddique recorded a conclusion of ac¬ 
cidental death, contributed to by neglect. 

Elaine Newell chief nurse said: “We rec¬ 
ognise that we should have identified the 
extent of his injury whilst he was in our 
emergency department.” 


Sleeper factory ‘will tear lives apart 1 



Protesting against a proposed railway sleeper factory amid fears over pollution, extra traffic, and excessive noise 


CAMPAIGNERS staged a protest 
over plans for a factory, which they 
say ‘will tear lives apart’. 

More than 4,000 people have 
signed a petition opposing the rail¬ 
way sleeper factory amid fears over 
pollution, extra traffic, and exces¬ 
sive noise. 

The Network Rail development, 
which is set for the Friar Park area 
of Wednesbury, would produce 
600,000 concrete sleepers a year 
and bring 100 jobs to the area. 

Bosses identified the site at Bes- 
cot Sidings that sits alongside the 


M6 just south of Junction 9 as their 
preferred location for the factory. 

But residents have said it will 
‘ruin lives’. Many of them, armed 
with handmade signs, gathered 
outside Sandwell Council House in 
Freeth Street on Tuesday ahead of 
a full council meeting where mem¬ 
bers were presented with the peti¬ 
tion. Jenny Lloyd, aged 40, helped 
launch the ‘Say No’ campaign and 
has called the development ‘inap¬ 
propriate for a residential area’. 

The mother of two, who lives in 
Durham Road, said: “This will tear 


lives apart. There are so many big¬ 
ger places than this where they can 
put this factory.” 

Councillor Simon Hackett joined 
the protest ahead of the meeting. 
He said: “I’ve never seen the com¬ 
munity come together so quickly 
and so united against a develop¬ 
ment.” 

Brenda Cowley, 68, said the 
building of the 10-metre tall build¬ 
ing right by her home in Sandy 
Lane would be a ‘death sentence’ 
for her and many other elderly res¬ 
idents. 


Wednesbury 
clock tower 
undergoes 
makeover 


THE historic clock tower in Wednesbury 
is undergoing a £5,000 makeover, due to 
be finished within days. 

As part of the refurbishment, the in¬ 
side of the grade two listed building has 
been thoroughly cleaned and its internal 
electrical system fully serviced and up¬ 
dated. 

The sandstone and brickwork exte¬ 
rior is due to be jet-washed and then the 
outside door to the clock tower will be 
revarnished. 

The clock mechanism has also been 
serviced with the clock speeds corrected 
and times reset, as previously the four 
clock faces had not all been showing 
the same times. For the final phase of 
the facelift, external lighting will be in¬ 
stalled to illuminate the four clock faces 
on the Market Place building. 

Town lead for Wednesbury Councillor 
Pam Hughes has warmly welcomed the 
makeover, brought about after a cam¬ 
paign led by Wednesbury North ward 
councillors Elaine Costigan and Peter 
Hughes. 

Councillor Hughes said: “It’s great 
to see this much-loved local landmark 
brought back to its former glory. It’s lo¬ 
cation in Wednesbury’s Market Place is 
one of the Black Country’s most recog¬ 
nisable historic locations.” 

The clock tower was built in the place 
once held by Wednesbury’s old butter 
market cross which was demolished in 
1824. It was designed to commemorate 
the Coronation of King George V in 
1911. 

Watson kicks off 
with club support 

DEPUTY Labour leader and football 
fan Tom Watson has lent his support to 
a threatened non-league side. 

Dulwich Hamlet FC are being kicked 
out of their home by the owners of the 
ground and been told to stop using 
their own name and initials as Dulwich 
Hamlet Football Club, The Hamlet and 
DHFC have been registered as trade¬ 
marks. 

Mr Watson, a Kidderminster Harri¬ 
ers fan, tweeted a picture of himself in 
a pink and navy Hamlet scarf, with the 
words: “Despite my team being @khf- 
cofficial I love this club. Rapacious de¬ 
velopers are behaving outrageously and 
threatening the club’s future.” 

The club responded: “Fantastic to 
see the deputy leader of @labour @ 
tom_watson showing his support for our 
fight against #Meadow and #AndrewM- 
cDaniel. Let’s hope we see him and @ 
jeremycorbyn at the emergency debate 
on Friday.” 

Dulwich Hamlet is one of the coun¬ 
try’s oldest non-league teams, attract¬ 
ing attendances at their Champion Hill 
home often exceeding 2,000. Property 
investment fund Meadow, which owns 
the site, wants to build housing there. 


UNICORNtipton 

iV MTS cry Princes End 

irnnursery.co.uk / 


www. unicorn nursery. 

© FREE 30 hours a week for 3-4 year olds 

© FREE 15 hours a week for 2 year olds 

© Use your free hours flexibly, to suit you! 

© We have 1 adult to 8 children (for schools it's 1 to 13) 
so we can give your child that much more personal 
attention that they need to progress. 

© Our setting is devoted to Early Years education, with 
dedicated teachers providing a great curriculum. 

We don't just manage young children; we teach them. 
Available places 0-5 year olds, all meals included. 
Simply drop in (DY4 9JE) e-mail info@unicornnursery.co.uk or 
telephone 0121 557 0011 for more details, costs, etc. 



Ofsted 


SE UNICORN! 



Wonderl 
Day Nur 




All children 6 weeks to 5 years welcome. 
Childcare vouchers accepted. Free funded 
places for 2-5 year olds available. 

0121 556 6222 

57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 


#GNG NURSERY 

Ni Of The Year 2016 

We cater for children aged 3 months to 5 years old. 



What we offer: 

• Newly Refurbished Nursery offering brand new indoor 
and outdoor facilities 

f • High Quality Childcare through a stimulating Educational 
. Curriculum taught by qualified and experienced staff, 
i We give children a free choice of play and learning 
activities to enhance their development. 

• Healthy and Nutritious vegetarian meals throughout 
the day from suggestions off parents 


Achievements & Awards: 

Day Nursery of the Year 2016- by Sandwell MBC 
Community Excellance Award 2015- by BCABA 
Business Development 2014 Award - by Nursery World 
Day Nursery 2014 Award - by Sandwell MBC 
Outstanding - by Ofsted 




Address: GNG Nursery Trinity Point, Trinity Street, Smethwick. B67 7AA 
Opening hours: Monday-Friday: 8.00am - 6.00pm 
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Leader Eling 
defends 5pc 
increase in 
council tax 

SANDWELL Council’s leader has de¬ 
fended a decision to put up council tax 
by five per cent - insisting the move 
was necessary to ensure weekly bin 
collections continue and potholes are 
repaired. 

Councillors in Sandwell approved 
the hike last week, a decision leader 
Steve Eling said was ‘unavoidable’. 

He said he was determined to pro¬ 
tect frontline services, even if it meant 
taking unpopular decisions such as 
raising council tax. 

The leader of the Labour-run coun¬ 
cil, who has been a fierce critic of the 
Government over its cuts to local 
authority budgets in recent years, in¬ 
sisted it was facing ‘very challenging 
times’. Bills will go up by around £1 a 
week on average. 

He said: “The decision to put up 
council tax is unavoidable due to the 
cuts and increasing demands but we 
have protected the services that we 
know are important to local people. 

“This means that, unlike in some 
other areas, we are protecting the 
things that really matter to our res¬ 
idents, such as weekly bin collections 
and mending, cleaning and gritting 
roads.” 

He added: “We are determined to 
keep investing in services for Sandwell 
people, not only to keep them running 
but to improve them too. 

“I am confident that Sandwell will 
continue to survive the cuts,” he said. 

Croup plants 
3,000 trees 

ENVIRONMENTAL group Ground¬ 
work West Midlands planted 3,000 
trees across the region in 2017. 

The Tipton-based organisation, 
which has been working for more 
than 20 years to build stronger com¬ 
munities with better local environ¬ 
ments, also helped 320 households to 
save money on fuel bills. 

It says its efforts prevented 560 
tons of carbon dioxide emissions going 
into the atmosphere. 

Groundwork, which has its En¬ 
vironment Centre in Dolton Way, 
also helped 550 people into sustain¬ 
able employment and delivered 2,500 
hours of voluntary action across the 
region. To get involved with Ground¬ 
work as a volunteer or helping with 
fundraising call 0121 530 5500. 


Utter is cleared 

A COMMUNITY group helped to tidy 
parts of a borough by picking up doz¬ 
ens of bags of litter and rubbish. 

Litter Watch in Sandwell picked up 
12 bags of litter and 17 bags of recy¬ 
cling in the borough on March 12. 


Fly-tipper told to pay £1,300 court bill 



The mess dumped in John’s Lane 


A WEST Bromwich man has received 
a court bill of more than £1,300 af¬ 
ter admitting dumping rubbish in 
Tividale. Martin Ward, aged 21, of 
Beaconview Road, pleaded guilty 
to dumping roofing felt, windows, a 
mixing bucket and other materials in 
John’s Lane in September 2017. 

Dudley magistrates ordered him 
to pay a total of £1,327.50, includ¬ 
ing a £320 fine, a £32 surcharge and 
£975.50 in investigation and court 
costs. The successful prosecution is 
the latest result in Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil’s crackdown on fly-tipping, which 


has also seen more than 40 fines is¬ 
sued since a new enforcement team 
started patrols in May 2017. 

The council has now issued 46 fixed 
penalty notices. 

The latest six followed fly-tipping 
incidents including rubbish dumped 
out of a vehicle in Broadmoor Av¬ 
enue, Smethwick; dumped bags in 
Rood End Road, Oldbury; and a fish 
tank dumped in Elizabeth Road, West 
Bromwich. 

Public health chief Councillor 
Elaine Costigan, said: “I welcome 
this prosecution by the council’s en¬ 


forcement and legal officers as well as 
these latest six fines. These show just 
how seriously we are taking fly-tip¬ 
ping in Sandwell. 

“The magistrates agreed with us 
that fly-tipping is a ‘hot topic’ in the 
borough. The mix of fines, having 
CCTV in hotspots and prosecutions 
like this are helping tackle this envi¬ 
ronmental crime, which creates such 
a mess and costs the council taxpayer 
to clean up.” 

Report fly-tipping online at www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/flytipping or call 
0121 368 1177. 


Nearly 25pc of homes 
have no-one in work 


PEOPLE living in nearly a quarter of 
homes in Sandwell are jobless, new 
figures have revealed. 

A total of 22.6 per cent of households 
don’t have anyone in work - way above 
the national average of 15.1 per cent. 

In addition, 24.1 per cent of the borough’s 
children live in jobless households, a massive 
difference compared to 11.4 per cent nation¬ 
ally. There are a total of 21,900 households in 
the borough classed as jobless. The figures were 
revealed in a Sandwell Council report exploring 
how to get more people into work. 

It also showed that 12.4 per cent of Sandwell 
residents are claiming benefits, such as job¬ 
seeker’s allowance, employment support allow¬ 
ance or incapacity benefits. 

Council chiefs said Sandwell’s jobless situ¬ 
ation had improved in recent years but that 
there was still a huge gulf between the borough 
and the national average. 

However, the number of people with no qual¬ 
ifications has risen, which experts said could be 
partly down to an influx of migrants. 

Decline 

A massive 24.8 per cent of people in Sandwell 
have no qualifications at all - compared to just 
eight per cent nationally. 

The report said: “The number of workless 
households in Sandwell has begun to decline 
over recent years but there are still more than 
one in five households that do not have a work¬ 
ing age person in employment. 

“Almost a quarter of Sandwell’s children 
are living is households where there is no-one 
in employment. This is more than 10 per cent 
more than the West Midlands and Great Brit¬ 
ain. 

“The number of qualifications within the 
borough remains much lower than those of the 
West Midlands and Great Britain.” 

West Bromwich West MP Adrian Bailey said: 
“The figures underline what councillors and 
members of Parliament experience every day 
in their surgeries. Theresa May promised to 
have a government that works for everybody. 
That certainly isn’t the case in Sandwell. There 
is no doubt people are feeling the pinch here.” 


More knife amnesty bins on the way 



A wide array of the blades which were previously handed in during a knives amnesty held in West Bromwich 


TWO more knife bins are coming 
to the Black Country in a bid by 
police to rid the blades from the 
streets. 

Both amnesty bins will be po¬ 
sitioned in Wolverhampton, but 
there are also talks to bring in a 
third to Sandwell. 

The move comes as new figures 
show knife offences in the West 
Midlands have gone up 82 per 
cent in six years. 


The knife surrender bins were 
introduced four years ago by the 
West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

The roll-out were supported by 
the parents of Christina Edkins, 
who died after she was stabbed on 
her bus on her way to school five 
years ago. 

Currently in Wolverhampton 
there are three bins - at New 
Testament Church of God in 


Wednesfield Road, Tabernacle 
Baptist Church in Dunstall Road 
and at Morrisons supermarket in 
Bilston. 

There is also one in West Brom¬ 
wich town centre, on New Street. 

Last October a total of 29 knives 
and two BB guns were emptied 
from the bins in Wolverhampton. 

Meanwhile, in West Bromwich, 
94 knives and sharp objects were 
found. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Flybe launches 
winter schedule 

FLYBE will be offering 127 routes 
from the UK in its 2018-2019 winter 
schedule including flights from Bir¬ 
mingham Airport. The airline’s pro¬ 
gramme will include 14 ski and eight 
winter sun routes including to Cham- 
bery and Lyon in France and Geneva 
from Birmingham. Seats have just 
gone on sale for travel between Octo¬ 
ber 28 and January 13. 

Up to seven flights a day will be 
offered on routes from Birmingham 
to Amsterdam, Glasgow, Belfast City 
and Edinburgh. The programme will 
also see the return of the popular 
Christmas and New Year service be¬ 
tween Birmingham and Newquay. 

Film festival 
entries invited 

ENTRIES are being invited for the 
2018 Birmingham Film Festival with 
the closing date for submissions the 
end of August. 

The international film festival will 
run though November and include 
features, shorts, documentaries and 
music videos. There will also be sup¬ 
port events with special guests, sem¬ 
inars, conventions and memorabilia 
exhibitions. The winners will be an¬ 
nounced at the festival’s closing event 
at a high-profile venue in the city 

Find more at https://filmfreeway. 
com/Birminghamfilmfestival 

Railway bridge 
teens arrested 

TWO teenagers have been arrest¬ 
ed after youths were seen throwing 
stones from a Great Wyrley railway 
bridge, forcing a train to stop. 

Police rushed to scene following 
reports that teenagers were throwing 
stones from the bridge onto the A34 
and Lodge Lane, Great Wyrley and 
had trespassed onto the line, bringing 
a train to a standstill. Staffordshire 
Police and British Transport Police 
found and detained two boys aged 14 
and 16, who both live in the Walsall 
area. Both have been released under 
investigation whilst enquiries go on. 

Group on tour 
for production 

A TOURING theatre company is 
in Tipton and Oldbury for its latest 
show. Alarum Theatre is putting on 
Idle Women of the Wartime Water¬ 
ways in the Two Towers Brewery, Bir¬ 
mingham on April 25. 

Performances also take place at Tip- 
ton Community Hub on April 27 and 
at the Titford Pumphouse, Oldbury 
the following day. Other venues in¬ 
clude The Boathouse, Rushall and the 
Stan Ball Centre, Walsall. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 
£799 for V 6” 3” 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 
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FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


© Family business established over 28 years 
© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
© Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


Hajj-ij llMifimnE 5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 

|Q E8L ffliJin West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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Star who was most at home on stage 



KEN Dodd devotees always knew what 
to expect when turning out for one of his 
packed out shows. 

Razor sharp one-liners, his ever-present 
Diddy Men, uplifting sing-alongs and, of 
course, the remarkably long performances. 

In December I went to see him appear 
at the Wulfrun Hall in Wolverhampton - it 
would be his last show in the Black Coun¬ 
try. 

He had just turned 90 and when he first 
came to the stage Dodd, with his unwieldy 
hair and unsteady walk, looked every bit 
his age. But did all that affect his trade¬ 
mark performance? Not a chance. 


By Alex Ross 


Doddy had the 200-or-so audience in 
laughter from the start to the past-mid¬ 
night finish. 

Opening on stage in the first of his array 
of brash costumes he joked he had the 
crowd in a ‘hostage situation’. 

But then who cared when they were 
treated to the well-known blend of lengthy 
anecdotes and machine gun one-liners. 

There was also a fair bit of audience par¬ 
ticipation with an Elvis song to start pro¬ 
ceedings off with. 


The humour was fun, clean and rarely 
threatened to go under the belt. 

And his enthusiasm to make the crowd 
laugh is so infectious he often ended up 
chortling on his own jokes. 

Only briefly would he wobble over a gag, 
reminding the audience of his age, before 
quickly recovering to get the laugh. 

Dodd took brief breaks in his joke-telling 
to give way for other performers, an opera 
singer and a juggler being just two of the 
support acts. 

But it was clear, come the home-run and 
the clock past midnight, that Dodd’s true 
home was the stage. 


King of comedy Doddy 
leaves gift of happiness 



Sir Ken and Black Country showbiz pal, the late Tommy Mundon, who died in 2014 Doddy with his tickling stick 


COUNTY NEWS 

Fire service bid 
caution urged 

UKIP has urged caution over plans 
by the West Midlands super council to 
take over the region’s fire service. 

West Midlands Mayor Andy Street 
would have sole accountability for the 
governance of the West Midlands Fire 
and Rescue Service in the scheme. 

But MEP James Carver said: “If 
this change goes ahead the Mayor 
will be responsible for the community 
safety plan, budgeting, setting the fire 
council tax precept and appointing the 
chief fire officer, who in turn, would 
be directly accountable to the Mayor. 
I fear there could be a democratic defi¬ 
cit and we need assurances this com¬ 
mittee will have some powers of veto.” 

ibstock profits 
fall as it invests 

CLAY bricks and concrete products 
group Ibstock saw pre-tax profits fall 
despite rising sales last year. 

Revenue at Ibstock, which has sites 
in Cannock and Walsall, rose by 3.9 
per cent to £451.6 million with the 
profit figure down 24.7 per cent to 
£83.4m as it invested in additional UK 
brick capacity to meet demand. 

Ibstock Brick was helped by good 
activity levels within the UK new 
build housing sector with brick vol¬ 
umes ahead year-on-year supported 
by stock reductions. 

Replacement of the brick kiln at the 
Lodge Lane blue brick plant in Can¬ 
nock is on schedule 

PDSA in appeal to 
help sick animals 

STAFF and volunteers at a charity 
shop are urging animal lovers to do¬ 
nate any unwanted items to help sick 
and injured pets. 

The Wolverhampton PDSA shop, 
based inside the Mander Centre, is 
after CDs, DVDs, books and toys, as 
well as men’s and ladies’ clothing, 
shoes and accessories. Donations can 
be taken to the shop from Monday to 
Saturday, between 9am and 5pm. 

Money raised will go towards PD- 
SA-funded veterinary treatment. 

Bobbie the builder 
- can she fix it? 

NEARLY a third of UK homeowners 
would rather hire a female builder 
than a man, according to new research 
by the Federation of Master Builders. 

The study into opinions on female 
builders and tradespeople saw 30 per 
cent say they would feel more positive 
about hiring a woman to complete a 
task, with one of the top considera¬ 
tions being they think a woman might 
be more respectful of their home. 


Report by Alex Ross 

ONE of the last of a gold¬ 
en generation of entertain¬ 
ers Ken Dodd leaves us the 
greatest gift he possessed.. 
. happiness. 

While he may have been a Liver¬ 
pudlian the people of the Black Coun¬ 
try took him to their hearts like one of 
their own as he clocked up hundreds 
of hours, and laughs, on stages across 
the region over the years. 

And more than 60 years after first 
performing Doddy was still drawing 
in a crowd at the grand old age of 90 
with many hoping to see him at the 
Grand Theatre in Wolverhampton 
this Sunday before news of his death 
came. 

Tributes have flooded in from those 
who worked with him, watched him 
or met him on one of his many visits 
to the area. 

Black County comedian and actor 
Josie Lawrence, from Old Hill, said: 
“I took mom and dad to see An Au¬ 
dience With Ken Dodd and still have 
the tape of that great night. 

“You can see my dad on it - he’s 
laughing really laughing and it’s one 
of my most prized possessions. So 
thank you for that and for your ge¬ 
nius Sir Dodd. RIP” 

Genuine 

Dudley Town Mayor, Councillor 
Dave Tyler, said: “Sir Kenn Dodd al¬ 
ways said he loved coming to Dudley. 
Packed houses, genuine comedy and 
love from his fans in Dudley. Farewell 
friend.” 

Reg Summerfield, a former enter¬ 
tainment agent, from Bilston, also 
paid tribute to Dodd. 

“I met him on a number of occa¬ 
sions. He was a jolly man - that’s the 


way he lived his life. The entertain¬ 
ment business was his life and if he 
was fit enough he would have carried 
on until he was 100.” 

Dodd was one of the first big acts 
to perform at Stafford’s Borough Hall, 
now the Gatehouse, and was regularly 
seen at the Wolverhampton’s Civic 
Hall, the Prince of Wales in Cannock, 
Dudley Town Hall and Walsall Town 
Hall. 

Other, now forgotten, venues were 
graced by his presence including the 
Gaumont cinema in Wolverhampton, 
demolished in 1973. Dudley’s Hippo¬ 
drome was one of his favourite venues. 

The boarded up venue was a stage 
for Dodd on numerous occasions, in¬ 
cluding his debut year in 1954. 

He returned in 1957 to mark the 


venue’s birthday, cutting the cake. 
Two years ago he offered to perform 
at the former bingo hall for free to 
help raise funds for the once-planned 
revamp of the building. 

A darling to his fellow show busi¬ 
ness stars, Dodd would often be 
pictured alongside the late Black 
Country comedian Tommy Mundon 
and stand-up Ian ‘Sludge’ Lees. 

Just last year, Dodd spoke to the 
Express & Star’s sister paper the 
Shropshire Star ahead of his 90th 
birthday. He said: “ I’ve got to make 
people feel good, I want to make them 
happy.” 

Flowers, cards and presents to the 
house in Mellish Road only stopped 
when Dodd affirmed he was not leav¬ 
ing ‘Knotty Ash and the Jam Butty 


mine’. Visits across the region in¬ 
cluded to Canon Industries in Bilston 
in 1973, where he was centre of atten¬ 
tion for the foundry workers. 

But it was the long list of venues 
where most people will remember 
Dodd for his epic stand-up shows, his 
tickling sticks and Diddy Men. 

Only in December he performed 
at Wolverhampton’s Wulfrun Hall, 
watched by a cult audience who re¬ 
mained right throughout the five-hour 
set. 

He was due to return to the city 
for a show at the Grand Theatre on 
Sunday, only for ill health to force the 
cancellation. 

He died at his home on Sunday. He 
had married Anne Jones, his partner 
of 40 years, on Friday. 


Widow's 
memories 
of her hero 
Derek, 82 

HE spent 32 years in the police force 
and once saved a woman and her 
baby from a burning flat. 

But Derek Blakeway will be most 
remembered for his love for classi¬ 
cal music and 
Mozart, accord¬ 
ing to his proud 
widow, Marga¬ 
ret. 

Scores of Mr 
Blakeway’s 
friends and fam¬ 
ily turned out 
at Lawrence 
Lane Methodist 
Church in Cra- 
dley Heath last 
Monday to say their final farewells to 
the popular 82-year-old. 

Margaret, 79, said the couple would 
have celebrated their 59th wedding 
anniversary next month. 

“I have had a double plot so I can be 
buried with him. He was a very intel¬ 
ligent man and he was well-read. He 
loved every type of classical music.” 

On April 1 1964, Mr Blakeway, 
who lived in Cradley Heath made the 
headlines for his bravery when he 
saved a mother and her three-month- 
old baby from a fire. 

The blaze made its way through the 
house in Cape Hill, Smethwick, but 
not before Derek negotiated flames 
reaching seven feet to rescue the 
mother and baby. 

Mrs Blakeway said: “I could smell 
the smoke on his uniform. He did not 
think he had done anything out of the 
normal.” But, she added, his dramatic 
rescue had made it to the newspaper. 

Mr Blakeway is also survived by his 
sons, John and Michael, and grand¬ 
daughter Alice. 

Sweet weekend 
due at complex 

CHOCOLATE lovers are in for an ex¬ 
tra sweet Easter weekend at Birming¬ 
ham’s Resorts World. 

The dining and entertainment com¬ 
plex will host its Chocolate Weekender 
event from March 30 through to April 
2. The event involves a series of choc¬ 
olate-themed activities for all ages, 
many of which are free of charge. 

Activities taking place include live 
chocolate sculpting, 3D chocolate 
lollipop carving, children’s chocolate 
themed story-telling and Easter egg 
personalisation at Thorntons. 

There will also be special chocolate 
cocktails and mocktails available in 
bars and restaurants 

Chocolate snack stalls will be sell¬ 
ing chocolate crepes, shawarma and 
bubble waffles, and visitors can also 
take a selfie with a giant Lindt bunny. 



Margaret Blakeway 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 



There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years ■ 


Make Your 


Only £95.00 (no VAT to rMy) 

Per person for couples, Mirror Will 

Single Wills £99.00 (no VAT twiay) 
A home visit at a convenient j 

For information and appointrmnt < 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 
Goodwills also offer probate services 
Members of the Soviet i ilHfe'illi"jili i 




Goodwill 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 B Sock, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
f www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
jEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


Q 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 































































Help offered 
on accessing 
the council's 
web address 

LIBRARY visitors can learn how to 
access Sandwell Council’s website 
and sign up for an online account. 

A MySandwell account helps people 
get in touch with a range of council 
services, from reporting a problem to 
viewing their council tax bill. 

Each session lasts two hours, using 
tablets provided by the library. 

Councillor Steve Trow, cabinet 
member for core council services, 
said: “These sessions are aimed at 
our council tenants and anyone in 
Sandwell who wants to use the web¬ 
site but doesn’t know how. 

“I would encourage people to find 
out how our website and a MyS¬ 
andwell account can help them when 
seeking help from or doing business 
with the council.” 

Before the sessions begin, library 
staff will provide an email address for 
anyone that does not currently have 
one. 

Sessions take place from 10.30am to 
12.30pm, with refreshments provided. 

They take place at Central Library, 
West Bromwich, Oldbury Library and 
Tipton Library on March 19 and 26 
and at Blackheath, Smethwick and 
Wednesbury libraries on March 21 
and 28. 

For more details, call your local li¬ 
brary or just turn up on the day. Peo¬ 
ple only need to attend one two-hour 
session. 

For more information about MyS¬ 
andwell or to sign up for an account, 
go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/mys- 
andwell 

Probe launched 
as prisoner dies 

AN investigation has been launched 
after a prisoner died at HMP Bir¬ 
mingham. The inmate was found 
dead at the Winson Green jail, operat¬ 
ed by private security firm G4S. 

It is believed the prisoner, who has 
not been named, was found in his cell. 

G4S said the death will be investi¬ 
gated by the prison and the probation 
ombudsman. 

Rob Kellett, Director of HMP Bir¬ 
mingham, said: “On Monday, a pris¬ 
oner at HM Prison Birmingham sadly 
passed away. His next of kin have 
been informed and our thoughts are 
with them at this difficult time. 

“As with any death in custody, this 
will be investigated by the Prison and 
Probation Ombudsman.” 

A spokeswoman for West Midlands 
Ambulance said: “West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service received a 999 call 
from HMP Winson Green shortly be¬ 
fore 8.30am. One ambulance attended 
and confirmed one man deceased on 
scene.” Around 1,450 prisoners are 
housed at the Category B jail, off Win¬ 
son Green Road. 


Partner in plea for help after death 



Gary and partner Julia 


THE partner of a former print work¬ 
er who died from an asbestos-related 
disease is appealing for former col¬ 
leagues to get in touch. 

Garry Taylor from West Bromwich 
worked as a machine printer, after 
starting as an apprentice, at Kenrick 
& Jefferson in the town’s high street. 
He died on December 6 aged 55, from 
mesothelioma - a cancer of the lin¬ 
ing of the lungs or stomach which is 
linked to exposure to asbestos. 

Mr Taylor’s partner Julia White 
now want to trace anyone else who 
worked at the firm. She is appealing 
for former colleagues who could help 
shed light on the circumstances he 


worked in at Kenrick & Jefferson. 
Parts of the former factory have now 
been redeveloped. 

Mr Taylor’s partner Julia White 
said: “Until Garry started to suffer 
from the symptoms of mesotheli¬ 
oma, such as shortness of breath and 
coughing, he had been very fit and 
well and was still working full-time 
as a printer in Somerset, where he 
moved to in 1986. 

“We had been enjoying life and 
making plans for the future and it 
feels as though we were robbed of that 
future life we dreamed about.” 

Julia has instructed specialist 
asbestos disease solicitor Andrew 


Stinchcombe of Novum Law to assist 
with their search. He said: “Mesothe¬ 
lioma is an incurable disease which 
causes significant suffering for its 
victims and their families. It doesn’t 
usually develop until many years after 
exposure to asbestos and can take an¬ 
ything from 15 to 60 years. 

“Unfortunately, thousands of peo¬ 
ple die each year as a result of just 
going about their everyday lives, 
working to make a living and being 
exposed to asbestos dust.” 

To help Julia, call Novum Law on 
0800 884 0555, email astinchcombe@ 
novumlaw.com or visit www.novuin¬ 
law, com 


TV expert helps family 
tackle 'naughty Demi', 6 



Demi launches an attack on her mother Lisa, as grandmother Sharon intervenes In another incident, ‘naughty Demi’ uses a walking stick to hit her mother 


A MOTHER from Oldbury 
was punched, bitten and had 
her hair pulled as she came 
under attack - from her six- 
year-old daughter. 

Lisa, aged 29, was regularly 
subjected to shocking abuse as 
she struggled to control her vio¬ 
lent daughter. 

The single mother’s plight was re¬ 
vealed on the Channel 5 show Violent 
Child, Desperate Parents in which she 
battled to put a stop to her daughter 
Demi’s ferocious temper. The show 
follows child behavioural expert Lav- 
erne Antrobus as she tries to help par¬ 
ents at the end of their tether. 


She told Lisa she needed to be 
firmer with her little girl and let her 
know who was in charge. Lisa, who 
lives with her mother Sharon, was told 
there was no ‘clear marked line’ in the 
household about who was in charge. 

She advised Lisa to use negotiating 
techniques with her little girl, offering 
her alternatives when she has a tan¬ 
trum, rather than further provoking 
her anger by saying ‘no’. The mother 
insisted her rampaging daughter was 
not always so troublesome. 

She said: “She can be absolutely 
lovely and give you the most wonder¬ 
ful loves, kisses, hugs then she can just 
change in seconds. It’s like somebody 
turns the switch on and somebody else 
comes, what she calls the ‘bad Demi’”. 


Sharon said: “We have asked her 
does she know the ‘bad Demi’ is com¬ 
ing and she’ll say no.” 

During a particularly difficult tan¬ 
trum where Demi was told she wasn’t 
allowed sweets before dinner she 
ended up grabbing her mother’s hair, 
only letting go when Sharon became 
involved. But Laverne said that it 
was the grandmother’s involvement 
confusing the youngster. I can see 
there isn’t a very clear marked line 
about who is in charge in the house¬ 
hold in terms of the adults, is it mum 
that takes the firm line and sees that 
through or is it nanny? If I’m confused 
then Demi is going to be confused.” 

Demi admitted she was aware of her 
bad behaviour: “Naughty Demi gets 


through a gap through the back of my 
head.Sometimes I wish I could kill her 
(naughty Demi), but there’s no way to 
kill her. She’s horrid.” 

Demi lashed out at her mother re¬ 
peatedly during the show but Laverne 
said she believed Lisa was allowing 
it to happen. “I’d rather her hurt me 
than hurt herself,” she said. 

However, after six weeks of training 
Demi’s behaviour had improved. Lisa 
admitted Demi had lost her temper 
since but she was able to control it and 
the violence had stopped. It came after 
Laverne advised the mother to use ne¬ 
gotiating techniques to help diffuse 
tense situations with Demi, instead of 
always saying no she should offer her 
an alternative or a compromise. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

£l25k of cannabis 
plants discovered 

HUNDREDS of cannabis plants with 
an estimated street value of £125,000 
have been found at an industrial es¬ 
tate building near the M6. 

The discovery was made at the 
Hilton Park site near Essington. 

A total of 200 plants were discov¬ 
ered in three rooms. The electric¬ 
ity supply had also been diverted to 
power the equipment, but the prop¬ 
erty has since been made safe. 

Police raided the building with 
South Staffordshire Council. No-one 
was at the address at the time. 

Insp Richard Meaden said: “This 
was an example of fantastic work by 
officers, taking drugs off our streets.” 

Bodycote enjoys 
boom in profits 

ENGINEERING group Bodycote, 
which has sites in Wolverhampton, 
Birmingham and Coventry, enjoyed 
growth in both sales and profits for 
last year. 

Revenue was up 14.9 per cent from 
2016 to £690.2 million with pre-tax 
profits up from £91.9m to £117m. 

Chief executive Stephen Harris 
said: “Strong growth was achieved 
through contributions from contract 
wins on automotive and aerospace 
programmes, excellent growth in 
emerging markets and broad-based 
growth across the general industrial 
sectors.” 

City store will be 
Primaries largest 

ALMOST 500 new jobs will be creat¬ 
ed when Primark’s largest ever store 
opens in Birmingham in December. 

The new 160,000 sq ft store - al¬ 
most four times the size of its current 
store - will be on five floors. 

It will employ approximately 900, 
including 430 employees who will 
transfer from Primark’s current city 
centre location in New Street. Re¬ 
cruitment for the new jobs will begin 
in August. 

Primark now operates more than 
350 stores in 11 countries and employs 
more than 73,000 employees. 

Officers recommend 
care home for approval 

COUNCIL bosses have recommended 
approval of plans to turn a former res¬ 
taurant into a care home. 

The application is for the site of the 
old Valentino Restaurant in Newbury 
Lane, Oldbury. 

An officer’s report said: “The pro¬ 
posals would have a positive impact 
in general locality by removing a long 
standing eyesore site that has resulted 
in numerous complaints from local 
residents.” 
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WE WANT YOUR 




WANTED 

BEST PRICES PAID ON GOLD, 
SILVER, COINS, PLATINUM, 
PALLADIUM AND WATCHES 

See our website for up to date prices 


•TW 




BEST RATES ON 
EUROS AND DOLLARS 

WE BUY 

^ - BACK ALL 

TT CURRENCIES 


Value for Money at 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowj angles Jewellery 
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


Affordable 

Windows 

Doers CcrsetvKones lid 


ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


Great quality. Great service. Great price! 



INCLUDING HARDWARE 


• Windows • Composite Doors • 

Conservatories • Porches • Repairs 

W 10 year insurance Reasons to choose Affordable 

backed guarantee w Free quotation 

w Energy efficient If' FENSA registered 

W Trusted service 

For your FREE quotation, call us now 

07710 434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury 

Reaistered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories 

U ^ Z |Cfi! 101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ 

Registered Company Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Sporting 
ethics are 
not MPs’ 
concerns 


AS sporting events go, it is hard to think 
of anything more dreary than the Tour de 
France, a spectacle of unsmiling men in 
synthetic clothing using a slow, outdated 
form of transport. It’s like a three-week 
episode of the new politically correct Top 
Gear, without Clarkson’s wit. 

That said, I can’t help but feel sympa¬ 
thy for Sir Bradley Wiggins, who finds 
his reputation in tatters after a Depart¬ 
ment for Culture, Media and Sport select 
committee accused him and his team of 
“crossing an ethical line.” 

Now I have no idea whether Wiggins 
used nefarious means to win the 2012 
Tour de France, but since when has it 
been the role of politicians to adjudicate 
on sporting conduct? Surely this is a mat¬ 
ter for the cycling authorities. 

What next? VAR replays being trans¬ 
mitted to Westminster? Parliamentary 
votes on LBW and penalty decisions? 
Then again, if somebody wants to make 
Ken Clarke and John Prescott run the line 
at the New Den, that’s fine with me. 

■ ■■ 

BESIDES, if politicians want to become 
embroiled in sport, there are more press¬ 
ing issues. 

Last week a man and his daughter were 
poisoned with nerve gas in Salisbury, and 
several innocent civilians, including a se¬ 
riously ill policeman, are in hospital. 

If - and it’s still a big if - Russia is be¬ 
hind the attacks, our options are limited. 
Economic sanctions? Been there, done 
that. Military action? Out of the question. 
Send a few diplomats home? Putin would 
laugh up his sleeve. 

One thing that would hurt Putin though, 
would be if his beloved World Cup was in 
jeopardy. Now if, as suggested, England 
dropped out, it might be perceived as an 
empty gesture. After all, our chances of 
winning are slim. But imagine if France, 
Germany, Italy, Holland and Belgium also 
joined the boycott as a show of Europe¬ 
an solidarity against tyranny. Yeah, right. 
They’d rather punish us over Brexit. 

■ ■■ 

SO sad to hear about the death of 
Ken Dodd. One of the last of a dwin¬ 
dling breed, he saw his role as making 
us laugh. No smut, no politics, just good 
clean fun. 

One of my favourite moments as a 
journalist was sitting with him backstage 
at Dudley Town Hall, where he fondly 
reminisced about his days as a young co¬ 
median, cutting his teeth at Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome followed by some heady nights 
in its Glue Pot bar. 

Sir Ken is no longer with us, and the 
Hippodrome won’t be for much longer 
either. Sad days. 


Government: It’s everybody’s fault but theirs 



Donald Trump - European Union warning 
over threat of imposing tariffs 



Max Mosley - morphing into Twister 
from Beeb’s Lark Rise to Candleford? 




Monty Don - ‘seriously misquoted’ over using 
fewer plastic products in our gardens 


It all comes down 
to blame culture 


HOW to be a government. 1) Allow the pop¬ 
ulation to grow by 500,000 a year. 2) Blame lo¬ 
cal councils for not permitting enough houses. 
3) Blame developers for not building enough 
houses. 4) Blame landowners for not releasing 
land for more houses. 5) Blame everybody but 
yourselves. 

THE European Union warns that if Donald 
Trump imposes tariffs, Brussels may retaliate 
with tariffs on Levi jeans, Harley Davidson mo¬ 
torbikes and bourbon whiskey. The price of that 
mid-life crisis could go through the roof. 

FROM the small ads: “Deep fryer for sale, ex¬ 
cellent condition, no chips.” 

I KNEW this had been a long, miserable win¬ 
ter but it was only after putting my old boat on 
the lake this week that I realised how long. It 
was the first time I had sailed since October 12. 
We Brits spend half the year waiting for the oth¬ 
er half and hoping it will be better. 

I WROTE recently about Donald Trump’s joke 
on “self-deprecating humour.” A reader says 
surely this should be “humor.” Not at all. Trump, 
being an American, said “humor” but I, being 
British, heard “humour.” On my honor. 

I AM at the age where blokes worry about 
prostate cancer. As well they might. Years of 
watching TV medical dramas has convinced 
most of us that the Big C follows a pattern. You 
get the symptoms, go for tests which confirm 
the GP’s hunch, the clever young surgeon cuts 
out the offending tumour and you live happi¬ 
ly ever after (unless the TV ratings are bad, in 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


which case they may bump you off). As a sur¬ 
vey this week reveals, prostate cancer is very 
different. 

WITH prostate cancer you may or may not 
develop symptoms. The only available test for 
detecting signs of prostate cancer is about as 
much use as tossing a coin. A follow-up biop¬ 
sy may leave you impotent, incontinent or both. 
The cancer may kill you quickly or do nothing, 
and you die of old age. A serious prostate can¬ 
cer can look benign and a benign cancer can 
appear serious. And sometimes surgery can 
release cancerous cells into the rest of your 
body. We need a better diagnostic process. So 
is there no hope? Actually, there is. This latest 
study followed 400,000 middle-aged men for 
a decade. And while routine PSA screening 
for prostate cancer appeared to save no lives, 
only three men in every 1,000 died of prostate 
cancer during the 10 years. Those are not bad 
odds. While there’s no room for complacency 
about prostate cancer, the one thing this survey 
proves conclusively is that there’s a lot of other 
stuff you can die of. 

I SUSPECT Monty Don, the TV gardener, has 
been seriously misquoted. He wants us to use 
fewer plastic products in our gardens. This has 
been translated as a call to “get rid of” plastic 
tubs, pots, dibbers and so on. But it’s getting 
rid of plastic that has caused the environmental 


nightmare in the first place. Don’t bin it. Keep 
the plastic you’ve got but don’t buy any more. 

INCIDENTALLY, I am down to my last 18 
plastic straws from a box, purchased some 
years ago, which contained 225 and carries the 
message from Sainsbury’s “We care about our 
quality and what you think.” I wonder what they 
think I should do with my last 18 straws. 

ACCORDING to my local council’s latest re¬ 
port, “sport” is the second biggest item of its 
expenditure. It spends more on maintaining ten¬ 
nis courts and providing pitches where talent¬ 
less amateur footballers can scream obsceni¬ 
ties at each other on Sunday mornings than it 
does on public safety, street cleaning, theatres 
and museums, and I dare say it’s not alone. This 
country spends billions every year subsidising 
the entrenched and unchallenged notion that 
sport is A Good Thing which produces a fit and 
healthy nation that aims to win but is noble in 
defeat. Where, oh where, is the evidence? 

IT was entirely right and proper that Members 
of Parliament, in the form of the The Digital, Cul¬ 
ture, Media and Sport select committee, should 
be the ones to dish the dirt this week on drug 
taking among British cyclists. After all, it’s ob¬ 
vious that MPs never take anything to improve 
their performance. 

THE strain may be taking its toll on Max Mos¬ 
ley. Does anyone else think he’s morphing into 
Twister (Karl Johnson) from the Beeb’s Victorian 
drama, Lark Rise to Candleford? 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Sometimes 
Deople are 
:hankful 
for a moan 

MY esteemed colleague last week wrote 
about the importance of saying thank you 
and I wholeheartedly agree with him on 
this. However, there are some occasions 
where I would be more tempted to say no 
thank you. 

Unlike him I am not referring to the 
common courtesy thank yous when you 
hold the door open for someone, give 
them your seat on the train etc. They are 
always a must. I refer to service that you 
are less than happy with. Yes in any line 
of work it is lovely when you receive a 
phone call or letter expressing gratitude 
for what you have done but what if the 
opposite is the case? 

I must admit I do have a reputation for 
complaining about things. Sometimes 
when we are out for a meal with friends I 
think they cringe. But if I ask for my steak 
medium rare that is how I want it, not 
done to a crisp. You are paying for the 
food and it should be what you ordered. 
Or if the food is not hot enough I send it 
back. I would not expect to eat it like that 
at home and certainly not when I am pay¬ 
ing somebody else to provide it. 

And actually the establishment should 
be grateful for my feedback as maybe the 
next time they will make sure they get it 
right for the customer. 

It’s the same with things bought in 
shops or online. If that product does not 
do what you think it should or does not 
look like it does on the internet site why 
shouldn’t you take/send it back and com¬ 
plain? How will these businesses learn if 
they never have your opinion - good or 
bad. 

And this can actually lead to a very pos¬ 
itive experience for both sides. I recently 
had a problem - a scratch - with some 
furniture I ordered. Admittedly it was a 
small one which I could have covered up 
if necessary but I went on the online chat 
line and explained the situation and at no 
stage did they belittle my comment. 

In fact they were grateful for the feed¬ 
back and sorted out my complaint, turn¬ 
ing a bad experience into a good one. 

It meant that I would both use the ser¬ 
vice again and recommend it to friends. 
Word of mouth is so important for busi¬ 
nesses. That is why so many send out 
feedback forms. You are positively en¬ 
couraged to give your verdict - good or 
bad. 

So don’t be afraid to speak out. As long 
as it is constructive criticism or a genu¬ 
ine complaint it should be dealt with and 
hopefully then resolved. 

To say thanks is great but there is noth¬ 
ing wrong with saying NO THANKS. 

SUE ATTWATER 



Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES « GARDEN ROOMS • LOG OIBINS 


Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 

RANGE 


FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


Delivered & Fitted 

from £274 


Summer 

Houses 


FREE 

FITTING 


pfifl 

Delivered & Fitted 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 



Delivered & Fitted 

from £1657 



• Old Buildings Removed * Asbestos Disposal * Base Laying Service * 


Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Free Quotations * Made to Measure * Lined and Insulated Options * Quality at Competitive Prices * Huge Range 


Visit our website: 


www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

0121 553 4682 toHMMfll 
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Reminders of THAT winter back in 1963 


I HAVE just watched my neighbour 
trying to reverse off his driveway. It 
took him a long time, and I was taken 
back to the winter of 1962/3. 

Ask me which was handled better 
and I would say the former. The bread 
man managed to call, as did the milk¬ 
man, and the postman, wearing a sen¬ 
sible uniform rather than the unisex 
stuff they dress in these days. 

Maybe the fact that these people had 
been through one, and in some cases, 
two world wars, toughened them up? 

I went to school by foot everyday 
without fail. My parents would have it 


no other way, and the school caretaker 
maintained the furnace so the school 
had heating and hot water. 

The school cooks managed to dish 
up meals and served them in the re¬ 
fectory, and the teachers showed up. A 
different world from the namby-pamby 
one in which we currently dwell. 

I’ve seen the news reports with peo¬ 
ple trapped in their cars, on trains and 
walking to work in trainers. Of course 
these things happened back in ‘62/3, 
but people seemed to have more sense 
then. And there was no social media, 
no 24-hour television, and no local 


radio. But we all managed and didn’t 
make a fuss. It was all part and parcel 
of life. Living by the GWR main line 
we saw the trains puffing through. No 
wrong sort of snow then, just a deter¬ 
mination to get on with the job. People 
make too much fuss over a bit of snow 
these days. 

We have modern gritting methods, 
and communications are better so as 
to warn people. But we live in an age of 
facade,where some people are facetious 
and take no notice of former times. 

C K MILLWARD 

Tipton 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, sandwell.chronicle@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Snow-one 
stopped for 
the weather 

ISN’T it great to know that 
the people providing us with 
the news are able to get to 
work. 

I learned to drive in the 
winter of 1953 to 1954 
mainly in our old shop van, 
with no heater nor indica¬ 
tors. If the windscreen wiper 
gave up, we just opened the 
windscreen. 

The winter of 1946 to 1947 
was my first year at Gram¬ 
mar School. We walked if 
the bus didn’t come. Many 
of the pupils lived about 12 
plus miles from school, but 
somehow managed to get in, 
as did the staff. 

During the winter of 1962 
to 1963,1 drove around with 
a hundredweight of pota¬ 
toes in the boot in order to 
get grip. 

We survived and still car¬ 
ried on working. 

I can’t remember much 
trouble with public services 
in those days either. 

Maybe as Peter Rhodes 
says at times, we were made 
of hardier stuff. 

LEN HALES 
Cradley Heath 


Code of Practice: Our policy is 
to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to 
the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy 
with the accuracy of a story, 
write to The Editor, Chronicles, 




Plan for 
addicts is 
pure ‘folly’ 

THE recent suggestion 
from our West Midlands 
police commissioner, Mr 
Jamieson about giving drug 
users free drugs is just one 
of his many follies. 

It will open the door for 
dealers not - as he states - 
close it. 

I have never believed we 
need the ‘invented job’ of 
police commissioners, let 
the police force run the po¬ 
lice. I’m quite sure in their 
ranks the police have the 
men and women capable of 
doing this. 

We British seen to have 
lost confidence in our own 
ability, the Army now out¬ 
sources recruitment to, wait 
for it, Capita - I would not 
trust them to run public 
toilets. 

As for shutting police sta¬ 
tions left, right and centre to 
save money, it will alienate 
our police further from the 
public. How about scrapping 
‘police commissioners’ and 
their ‘entourage’ now that 
will save money. 

MALCOLM SAXON 

Tipton 


51-53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton, WV1 1ES 

Beat the thieves and 
put your car in garage 

UPSETTING to read of people having their cars stolen off 
their drives and vehicle crime rising by 32 per cent in the 
last year. When a car is stolen there is the initial inconven¬ 
ience followed by the shock of finding out that it is regard¬ 
ed as a ‘fault claim’, and your premium will go up. 

Then if the car is on a finance agreement the amount 
paid out may be less than you owe leaving you with no 
car but having to pay a lump sum unless you have GAP 
insurance. Even if your car is recovered it will most likely 
be damaged. So what can you do? To me an obvious thing 
is to use a garage. If yours has been turned into an extra 
room fair enough but is it simply full of stuff? 

When I have suggested this before people say their car 
will not fit in a garage. But, we have always used a garage 
and, of our neighbours who use theirs - one has a BMW 
Z4 and another a Jaguar XE, so that proves it can be done. 
RON GWILLIAMS 
Brierley Hill 



LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


interial 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS | 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

Call now for your FREE SURVEY 

0121 505 1132 



mmmwmm 
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4 Windows 

■ Composite Doors 
& Porches 

■ Patio Doors 

t Conservatories 

■ Window & Door 
Repairs 

tFascias/ 


Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 

Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


f Wonduipjd Window A 


(t)o\ihnMo (Doom tfloAAy fonMJwrthJim 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

window-warehouse.com windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 




A.OAKES WINTER SALE 



ORIGINAL PRICES 


This Saturday 
9am to 5.30pm 


For Special Tickets All Round The Store 

10% to 70% Off Selected items 




BIGGER MENSWEAR 

MENS’ SWEAT TOPS 

5XL & 6XL 
Usually £19.99 

THIS SAT £5.99 

MENS’ CHECK WINTER 
WARM SHIRTS 

2XL, 4XL & 5XL 
Usually 16.99 
THIS SAT £5.09 

VARIOUS STYLES IN 
KNITWEAR 

2XL, 3XL, 5XL 
Usually £21.99 

THIS SAT 6.59 

MENS’ FLEECES 

2XL & 3XL 
Usually £33.19 

THIS SAT £10.19 

FOOTWEAR 

LADIES BLACK 
SHOES, slip on 

Sizes 3 to 8 
Usually £7.99 

THIS SAT £2.39 PAIR 


■mm covers ■ 

CONTINENTAL QUILT 
COVERS 

with Pillow Cases 
SINGLE BED SIZE 
Usually £15.99 
THIS SAT £4.79 
DOUBLE BED SIZE 
Usually £19.99 
THIS SAT £5.99 
KINGSIZE 
Usually £25.99 
THIS SAT £7.79 

MODEL RAILWAYS 

DIECAST 00 SCALE 
BUSES 

Wolverhampton 
Corporation 
-Usually £19.99 

THIS SAT £5.99 



BACHMANN MODEL 
RAILWAY 

3 PACK MINERAL 
WAGONS 
Usually £44.95 

THIS SAT £13.49 

BACHMANN MIDLAND 
COMPOUND 

31.939 

Usually £139.95 

THIS SAT £41.98 

HORNBY LOCO R3318 

GILWELL PARK 
Usually £159.99 

THIS SAT £47.99 

HORNBY 150 LOCO 
R3325 

Usually £79.99 
THIS SAT £23.99 


OXFORD 

OXFORD EAST KENT 
RADIAL LOCO 

Usually £104.95 

THIS SAT £31.48 

More Special 70% Model 
Railway offers and Model 
Railway News 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.aoakes.co.uk 
World of 
Model Trains 
If you are having 
trouble with Track 
or Model 
Train Loco is not 
working properly 
then you need our 
Train Doctor 


AB 


Est. 1905/^ 




Model Railways Digital Analogue Working Saturdays 
Visit our website for more train news: www.aoakes.co.uk 
174/180 Vicarage Road, Near Oldbury B68 8JB 


Mon to Sat 9am - 5.30pm Wed 9am - 12.30pm 
Customer car park 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 
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Light at the end of tunnel 
for rail dream - Grayling 


‘I’M not here on a whim - I’m here because I genuinely believe 
we have got to do this.’ That was the message from Trans¬ 
port Secretary Chris Grayling, who is keen to reboot Black 
Country’s transport system, backing three major schemes. 

In a whistle-stop tour of the region, Mr Grayling first arrived at the 
future site of Willenhall Railway Station, to be built as part of the 


reopening of passenger services be 

He then made the four-mile journey 
to Midland Metro’s Wednesbury depot 
where he drove a new battery-pow¬ 
ered tram, which will operate without 
overhead lines in Wolverhampton and 
Birmingham. 

Finally, he headed to Brierley Hill 
town centre where he inspected the 
site of a planned terminus for trams 
on the planned Wednesbury to Dudley 
Midland Metro extension. 

Opportunity 

Speaking at the future Willenhall 
Station, off Bilston Street, Mr Gray¬ 
ling said: “I’m very committed to 
making sure we reopen some of the 
old freight routes in the West Mid¬ 
lands area.” 

He was joined by West Midlands 
Mayor Andy Street, Walsall North 
MP Eddie Hughes and Walsall Coun¬ 
cil leader Sean Coughlan at the site. 
There is no timescale in place for the 
reopening of the line which closed 
down for passenger services in 1965, 
despite a 10-year period of a reintro¬ 
duced service from 1998. 

But money is available and has been 
earmarked, according to Mr Street. He 
said the case was being put together 
with designs being drawn up for the 
two stations on the route - Willenhall 
and James Bridge in Darlaston - and a 
timetable was being discussed. 


veen Wolverhampton and Walsall. 

Report by Alex Ross 


He said the stations would be ‘effi¬ 
cient and practical’ with a platform, 
shelters, parking and passenger in¬ 
formation. He added: “The most im¬ 
portant thing they [people] can look 
forward to is a direct line from Wol¬ 
verhampton to Walsall.” 

At Brierley Hill, in Cottage Street, 
next to the Asda supermarket, Mr 
Grayling was joined by Dudley South 
MP Mike Wood and Dudley Council 
leader Patrick Harley. 

It is where the Wednesbury to Dud¬ 
ley line, which follows a disused rail¬ 
way line for most of the way, will end. 

There will be a total of 17 stations 
along the route, which will initially 
end at Merry Hill shopping centre in 
2022. A £250m grant from the Govern¬ 
ment last year made the llkm-route 
a reality. 

At Midland Metro’s Wednesbury 
depot, Mr Grayling went inside 
and got in the driver’s seat of a bat¬ 
tery-powered tram. 

It does not require overhead lines 
and is the first of its type in the coun¬ 
try. The tram is still being tested, 
but is set to come into use when the 
Wolverhampton Metro extension to 
the city’s railway station opens in two 
years. 



Transport Secretary Chris Grayling gets to grips with the controls of a battery-powered tram in Wednesbury 


Thousands 
of elderly 
patients go 
overnight 

ALMOST 1,800 pensioners across the 
Black Country were discharged from 
hospital in the middle of the night last 
year - with most left to make their 
own way home, it has emerged. 

The figures show that the practice, 
criticised by a former NHS England 
boss, continues despite fears it could 
be dangerous for vulnerable elderly 
people. A substantial number of the 
patients were aged 85 or over, it was 
revealed. 

The numbers cover patients aged 
65 or more who were discharged from 
medical wards between the hours of 
10pm and 6am. 

In April 2012, Professor Sir Bruce 
Keogh, then NHS England medical di¬ 
rector, called on hospitals to cut down 
on overnight discharges following a 
series of cases where vulnerable pa¬ 
tients had been left stranded to make 
their own way home. 

Four years ago, in a ‘damning’ re¬ 
port, the Public Administration and 
Constitutional Affairs Committee 
also said discharges between 11pm 
and 6am had led to the deaths of some 
vulnerable patients. 

In Wolverhampton, some 597 pen¬ 
sioners were discharged following 
treatment after 10 o’clock at night 
during 2017, according to statistics 
revealed in a Freedom of Information 
request. 

Of these, 97 - or a fifth, were aged 
at least 85, the Royal Wolverhampton 
NHS Trust confirmed. One of them 
was discharged to a prison or police 
station. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
NHS Trust discharged the highest 
number of elderly patients during the 
time period - 763, including 153 who 
were in the higher age bracket. They 
said most were either sent home or to 
another NHS hospital ward, usually 
for general patients. 
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RyDALE s g 


Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways | 


valeting available. 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows [ 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 

Visit one of the largest : 

conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 

Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 

Repair Service 
Available 






Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS ■ 

FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 







































Steve Earle and The Dukes due at Brum 



Steve Earle and The Dukes, who are playing at the 02 Institute in Birmingham in July 


AMERICAN music legend, Steve Earle will play a gig in 
Birmingham next month. 

The rock, country and folk icon is touring with his band 
The Dukes. 

The Virginia-born Copperhead Road idol, who grew up in 
Texas, began his career in the music industry in 1974 when 
he moved to Nashville at the age of 19. 

He later became staff songwriter at the publishing com¬ 


pany Sunbury Dunbar, before moving back to Texas and 
forming The Dukes. 

Steve Earle and The Dukes will play the 02 Institute on 
Saturday, July 28. 

They will be supported by alternative country husband 
and wife duo The Mastersons. Tickets for the show are 
available now, general inquiries can be made on 0121 437 
4150, from 10am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. 


Council seeks caring stars 


MORE than 40 new roles have 
been created by Sandwell 
Council to help vulnerable 
adults lead independent 
lives. 

The authority is on the lookout 
for caring people to join its STAR 
(short-term assessment and rea- 
blement) team. 

This focuses on getting people out of 
hospital and work with them in their 
homes to help prevent hospital admis¬ 


sions and maintain their independence 
in the community. 

Chris Guest, divisional manager for 
adult social care, health and wellbeing 
for Sandwell Council, said: “We are 
looking for enthusiastic and caring 
people with a passion for supporting 
people in their own homes so that they 
can continue to lead independent lives 
within their own communities.” 

Sandwell has benefited from an 
extra £11.5 million of Government in¬ 
vestment from the Better Care Fund 
during 2017/18. The money will pro¬ 


vide vital protection for social care 
services and help the council meet the 
care and support needs of vulnerable 
people in the borough. The creation of 
these new roles is a part of this work. 

Applicants must be able to work 
flexibly and hold a valid UK driving li¬ 
cence. In return they will benefit from 
a full induction, training and support 
from skilled staff and have access to 
Sandwell employee benefits. 

Call 0121 569 4438 or 569 3590, visit 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/HSA or email 
hr_resourcing@sandwell.gov.uk 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
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www.choiceswindows.co.uk 

100 Sedgley Road, Woodsetton, Dudley DY1 4LJ 


01902 884581 

Email: sales@choiceswindows.co.uk 


END OF SEASON 
5 DAY SELL-OFF! 

WOW...DON’T MISS THIS: THIS SATURDAY 10AM-5.30PM 

THIS THURSDAY 10AM-5.30PM THIS SUNDAY 10AM-4.00PM 
THIS FRIDAY 10AM-5.30PM THIS MONDAY 10AM-5.30PM 

HUNDREDS OF BEDS, MATTRESSES, SUITES, SOFAS, ARMCHAIRS & MUCH MUCH MORE - ALL DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE! 


[PLUS! UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT CUsT) 


WINDERMERE CORNER SOFA IN JUMBO CORD & CHINELLE 
WAS £999 HALF PRICE!! SALE PRICE £499 

DALLAS SOFA - TRADITIONAL DESIGN WITH BRASS & 
HARDWOOD FEET 

WAS £599 

HALF PRICE!! 

SALE 

PRICE 

£299 . * 

NEWARK LARGE 3 SEATER SOFA IN LIGHT GREY OR 

DARK GREY . 

WAS £499 . i 

HALF . B 

PRICE!! 

SALE 1 

PRICE BB 

£249 ki — - 

(ALSO AVAILABLE IN 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS PLUS ARMCHAIRS) 

(ARMCHAIR AVAILABLE TOO - LESS THAN HALF PRICE £179) 

(OR 2 SEATER JUST £219. ARMCHAIRS ALSO AVAILABLE £129) 

PAIR OF SUMATRA LEATHER SOFAS IN ROSSO RED + 
STORAGE FOOT STOOL 

MADRID 3 SEATER AND 2 SEATER SOFAS WITH 
ATTRACTIVE SADDLE STITCH DESIGN 

CALYPSO SOFA IN 

BROWN OR BLACK 

AMAZING VALUE!' 

WAS £339 

HALF PRICE!! 

SALE PRICE 

£169.50 

WAS £1699 SAVE £1000!! SALE PRICE £699 THE PAIR!! 

[save&isSSi VuKi 

| £720 

WAS £1 395 SAVE £720!! SALE PRICE £675 THE PAIR!! 

CHOOSE FROM OUR UNRIVALLED 

STOCKS OF MOBILITY CHAIRS 

IN LEATHER & FABRIC. 

MANY MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

SAVING UP TO 50% EG ROBERTO 

LIFT & TILT IN LEATHER 

WAS £699 

50% OFF!! 

SALE PRICE £349 

BEDFRAME COMPLETE WITH 

MEMORY FOAM DUO 

MATTRESS — 

£799 ^1 

HALF PRICE!! 

SALE PRICE I ^ *)( 

£399 

BRISTOL KINGSIZE BEDFRAME 

COMPLETE WITH 

ORTHOPAEDIC 

MATTRESS , 

WAS £499 J , . 

HALF PRICE!! 

SALE PRICE t 

£249 

ROMANCE DOUBLE BEDFRAME 

IN CREAM COMPLETE WITH 

QUALITY DAMASK 

MATTRESS 

WAS £399 kJL 

HALF PRICE!! 

SALE PRICE 

£199 1 

CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE 

DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY 1 

MASTER MATTRESS & 

CRYSTAL BUTTONNED 

HEADBOARD 

WAS £499 

HALF PRICE!! ~~~ 

SALE PRICE £249 

HUNDREDS OF 
BEDFRAMES, DIVANS 
& MATTRESSES 
TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MAH FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 

T> TJ BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 

JD Jr UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 

..._ CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 

RllVi 1 =r JS pg :1a DUDLEY DY4 8XF 

Telephone: b 

0121557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 

MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM PICTURES FOR 

SUNDAY 10AM-4PM GUIDANCE ONLY 
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STAR COLLECTION 


Make your home warmer, quieter and safer 



Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 
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Top Quality a i\chc u 
Products At Great Prices 
Yale Locking Systems 
Swish Window & Door Systems 
Payment On Completion 
Full 10 Year Guarantee 
No Deposit Required 

Call 

Make the right choice for your new windows, 
conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, 
it has had the same owner since it opened 
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE 
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes 

Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 


us NOW 


b 


CARERA 


WINDOWS • DOORS • PORCHES • ORANGERIES • CONSERVATORIES 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, 01384 442 490 


Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 


Yale 


FENSA 


Registered Company 





































































Youngsters get chance to make 
the right Connexions at event 


APPRENTICESHIPS were up for 
grabs at a special event at West 
Bromwich town hall. More than 
170 teenagers and young people 
were at the Connexions Sandwell 
Apprenticeship Day last Wednes¬ 
day to speak to 22 different ap¬ 
prenticeship providers. 

With more than 450 apprentice¬ 
ship opportunities available on the 
night, the aim of the event was to 
match local young people to vacan¬ 
cies, tell them more about appren¬ 
ticeships and give careers advice 
and guidance. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for children’s services Council- 


By Fiona Smith 

lor Simon Hackett said: “It was 
great to see so many keen young 
people at this event who want to 
get on the career ladder. 

“The event was aimed at giving 
young people an idea of what’s out 
there and a chance for them to talk 
to people who are doing and deliv¬ 
ering apprenticeships. Apprentice¬ 
ships are a great way for young 
people to earn while they learn.” 

Some of the apprenticeship pro¬ 
viders there included Performance 
Through People, Salutem, Black 


Country Training Group, Tulip, 
Landau and many others. Student 
Luke Perry said: “It was very good, 
I gained a lot of information.” 

Connexions provides impartial 
careers advice for young people 
aged 15 to 19, and up to 25-year- 
olds with a disability, on all of their 
options including apprenticeships. 

Call Connexions Sandwell on 
0121 569 2955 or email sandwell_ 
connexions@sandwell.gov.uk. 
Young people can also go along 
to the One Stop Shop at Sandwell 
Council House in Oldbury on 
weekdays to speak to a Connexions 
adviser. 


Killing at tram stop 11 
results in life term 

A MAN has been jailed for life for the manslaughter of An¬ 
thony Banting, who was stabbed to death at a tram stop in 
Birmingham. The 27-year-old was handed the sentence on 
Friday last week. 

A jury at Birmingham Crown Court heard that on March 
31 last year the 57-year-old victim got off the 16:42 tram 
at Soho Benson Road and was confronted by Alaeldien 
Ahmed. Without provocation, the attacker whipped out a 
knife and stabbed the victim more than 50 times to his 
head and body. He then walked calmly away. 

Members of the public called the emergency services and 
gave first aid to Mr Banting but he died at the scene from 
his injuries. A police investigation was launched and on 
April 7 Ahmed was arrested at his home address. He must 
now serve a minimum term of 12 years. 

Senior crown prosecutor Giovanni D’Alessandro said: 
“The prosecution team worked hard to bring together the 
CCTV and DNA evidence in order to prove this defendant 
was the person responsible.” 


Tributes to 

war hero on 
death at the 
age of 101 

By Richard Guttridge 


A WAR hero who was awarded the Military 
Cross has died at the age of 101. 

David Tildesley went on to run a family forging 
business in Wolverhampton. 

His daughter Tilly Richardson paid tribute to her father, 
who rose to the rank of Colonel, and was a keen skier and 
eager rower. 

She said he was believed to be the last surviving person 
with a Second World War Military Cross and bar. 

Mr Tildesley was a ski instructor during his time in the 
military, and only hung up his ski boots, age 89. He also 
sailed competitively until the age of 92, but carried on play¬ 
ing golf until he was 98. 

Born in January 1917 in Wolver¬ 
hampton, he attended Jesus College 
in Cambridge where he read law and 
rowed for his college. 

In 1939 he signed up for National 
Service the day after war against Ger¬ 
many was declared, and married his 
fiancee whom he met at Cambridge. 

He served in the Royal Regiment 
of Artillery, first in North Africa, and 
then in Italy. 

David Tildesley Battle 

As a Captain, he was awarded the Military Cross in Sep¬ 
tember 1943 as a Forward Observation Officer for B Com¬ 
pany, 6 Bn. Lincolnshire Regiment for the first five days of 
the battle of Salerno bridgehead. 

In 1939 he was awarded Bar to the Military Cross in Jan¬ 
uary 1944 - the only one in the division to achieve this - for 
the Battle of Suja Valley. 

At the end of the war Mr Tildesley was sent to Schmeltz 
to the newly formed British Army 46th Division ski train¬ 
ing school due to the perceived threat from Russian ski 
troops over the mountains. He quickly became Chief In¬ 
structor. 

Back home he joined his father to run the family busi¬ 
ness of W. H. Tildesley Drop Forgings, which was formed in 
1875, and is still in operation in Bow Street, Willenhall. He 
also joined the Territorial Army and formed his own 643 
L.A.A. regimental band, which won the county band com¬ 
petition. He was a member of the ski club of Great Britain 
for many years, was Deputy Lieutenant of the County of 
Stafford, and Master of the Shropshire Beagles. 

Mr Tildesley is survived by four of his six children. His 
funeral is on March 21 and details can be found via Jen¬ 
nings Funeral Directors on 01902 267496. 

His daughter Tilly said: “It goes without saying he was 
extraordinarily courageous but he was very modest about 
his achievements. He will leave a big hole in our lives.” 


£20m village pledge 

A TOTAL of £20 million has been pledged towards build¬ 
ing the Commonwealth Games Village in Perry Bar in time 
for 2022. West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) has 
given the green light to the scheme after its monthly meet¬ 
ing at Birmingham Council House last week. 

The cash will come from the WMCA Brownfield Land 
and Property Development Fund. 

Mayor of the West Midlands Andy Street said: “The 
Commonwealth Games development is important for two 
reasons - not only is it a key part of the offer for the Games 
to take place but it will also mean regenerating Perry Barr 
and providing much needed housing for Birmingham.” 



HURRY, CLEARANCE EVENT IS NOW 

IN ITS FINAL WEEK! 


COUSINS FURNITURE, CARPETS, BEDS & HOMEWARES 

£6 MILLION 
CLEARANCE 

If you’re seriously thinking of buying any item of furniture, 
then don’t miss this great opportunity! 


T 


LIVING ROOM 


PARKER KNOLL 

I Sofas and chairs - ex display stock 


Save at 
least 60% 


ALEXANDER & JAMES 

| Curzon velvet accent chair with studded finish 


I DURESTA 

Holmes 2 seater sofa and chair 


NATUZZI EDITIONS 

I Vianello 2 seater sofa with adjustable headrests 


I GPLAN Marple high back 3 seater (double recliners) 
I and power chair 


BEDROOM 


N0LTE BEDROOMS 

I Fitted German ex-display bedroom ranges to clear 


BAKER 

I Bournemouth reclaimed wood double wardrobe 


CHESTS OF DRAWERS 

I Assorted designs and finishes - must be cleared! 


HEADBOARDS 

I Assorted designs and finishes 



£327 


£1975 


£592 


£1224 


Save 65% 


£571 


From £48 


From £15 


REST ASSURED 

I Memory 800 double drawer divan set 


HARRISON 

I Austwick pocket spring king size mattress 


£316 


£370 


a true family business 


STOCK MOVING FAST, 
HURRY FINAL WEEK! 

Stock is arriving daily, with many one off bargains 
that won’t be repeated as well as leading brand 
names, for immediate delivery. 

ALL EXISTING STOCK MUST BE CLEARED - 
SOME AT COST OR EVEN LESS!! 

This event offers a great opportunity to save upto 
70% on an unrivalled selection of sofas, chairs, 
beds, dining, bedroom and occasional furniture 
plus accessories and rugs at unbelievably low 
prices, including all the brands. 

Don’t miss this great opportunity, 
the Clearance event is now in its 
Final Week! 

THERE IS ALSO BIG DISCOUNTS OFF ALL 
SPECIAL MADE TO ORDER ITEMS. 


ousins 

Established 1985 


1 


DINING ROOM 


WILLIS & GAMBIER 

Extending dining table with two leaves and 6 chairs 


STONE INTERNATIONAL 

Marble dining table and 6 Marie chairs 


£1426 


£1077 


DINING CHAIRS TO CLEAR 

Assorted styles and designs 


From £10 


BENTLEY DESIGNS 

Hampstead painted oak lamp table 


NO REASONABLE H 
OFFER REFUSED! j| 


JOSEPH JOSEPH 

Kitchenware stock must be cleared! 

□ 


SCATTER CUSHIONS 

Assorted designs and colours 


From £4 

CONTEMPORARY 

Wall Art and Pictures to clear 


Save 60% 

1 cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. B11 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / LATE NIGHTS TUESDAY & THURSDAY UNTIL 8PM 

Offer not available on web specials or in-store concessions. Certain items shown are one only and subject to availability. *See website for Price Promise details. 
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Souvenir programme from the 1958 tour 
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Memorabilia from the 1958 tour 



The Gaumont where Buddy Holly performed Buddy Holly on stage at Birmingham Town Hall on March 10,1958 


Oh Boy! That'll be the 
day that fans remember 


WHEN Buddy Holly per¬ 
formed at The Gaumont Cin¬ 
ema in Wolverhampton 60 
years ago his career was on 
the crest of a wave. 

Excited fans turned out to see 
the new American rock ‘n’ roll 
phenomenon, still only 21, on his 
first - and as it tragically turned 
out, his last - UK tour which took 
in the city venue. 

His performances wowed devo¬ 
tees. In the audience at Birmingham 
Town Hall three nights afterwards 
was 12-year-old John Lodge, who later 
said: “Buddy Holly was the person 
who made me understand that I could 
be a musician. He was incredible.” 

The following decade Lodge rose to 
fame as bass player with The Moody 
Blues along with fellow Holly fan Jus¬ 
tin Hayward. 

In celebration of the 60th anni¬ 
versary of the star’s visit, tribute act 
Buddy Holly and the Cricketers will 
perform with the English Rock and 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Marion Brennan 


Roll Orchestra at 22 venues across 
the UK - including the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton gig - the exact date Holly himself 
played six decades ago. 

Organisers tried to book the same 
venues on the same dates but the 
Gaumont, on the corner of Snow Hill 
and St George’s Parade, was knocked 
down in 1973. 

Meters 

The site is now occupied by a Wilkin¬ 
son’s store, so instead the gig was 
staged last week at the Grand Theatre. 
There are no known pictures of Hol¬ 
ly’s visit to Wolverhampton and few 
accounts of his two shows that day. 

But it is known the singer and his 
band, bassist Joe Maudlin and drum¬ 
mer Jerry Allison, stayed at the Victo¬ 
ria Hotel, now the Britannia, next to 
the Grand after their second perfor¬ 
mance. 


Mauldin recalled the bedrooms in 
the Victoria Hotel were large with 
high ceilings, which meant they were 
quite cold. He said: “We were continu¬ 
ally putting coins into the gas meters 
for the fires.” 

The visit was researched 10 years 
ago by Walsall historian Ian Payne on 
the 50th anniversary of the legend’s 
performance in the town. It lead to 
the book, The Day that Buddy Came 
to Town, which is now available in the 
Wolverhampton Archives. 

Mr Payne said: “I wanted to make a 
lasting tribute, partly because my par¬ 
ents were keen Buddy Holly fans and 
partly after being inspired by a musi¬ 
cal tribute to him several years ago. 

“I’m delighted the 60th anniversary 
is being marked in this way and it’s 
poignant they are keeping to the exact 
dates he performed on his tour. 

“He made a mark on this region and 
it’s clear his fans loved him.” 

A programme from the 1958 tour 
reveals Holly’s appearance was part 
of a variety-style show compered by a 
young Des O’Connor. 



Souvenir programme from the 1958 tour 




Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 


CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 

CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 





^ 4 

WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home• Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

Please call 

0121 643 5211 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 

Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. J 

www.birmihghamdogshomeiprg.uk 

If y Hi cannot rehomHywi oan help ua Hrith donations of sponsorship 

Cathe rine-De-Barnes Lane, Calherine-De-Barnes, Solihull. B62 Ol!)J 




































Off-duty firefighter 
leads volcano rescue 


A WOMAN who fell 130-feet 
into the crater of an ac¬ 
tive volcano was carried to 
safety in a dramatic rescue 
operation co-ordinated by 
a back-packing firefighter 
from Birmingham. 

John Conway, who was on hol¬ 
iday on the Indonesian island of 
Bali, was on an early-morning 
trek to the top of Mount Batur 
when the drama unfolded. 

The firefighter, aged 33, was recov¬ 
ering from the ascent and preparing to 
enjoy the spectacular views when he 
heard that the woman had fallen from 
a viewing platform into the crater. 

Speaking from the island, he said: 
“I explained I was a firefighter and 
trauma-trained, and directed down 
into the crater where there were about 
four or five other people already with 
the woman. She was clearly in a very 
bad way. She was bleeding a lot and 
turning blue. 

“I found out there was no air am¬ 
bulance and the first aid supplies were 
really poor. All I had to use were some 
wet wipes, tissues and tape.” 

He worked for around 30 minutes 
to stem the woman’s bleeding before 
being joined in the crater by a nurse 
who was also on the trek. He also 
asked people to take off their shirts 
and coats to keep the casualty warm, 
and kept pinching her arm to keep her 
conscious. 

Other trekkers then helped to form 
a human chain, using a stretcher 
fetched from further down the volcano 
to raise the injured woman out of the 
crater. 

They then faced a race against time 
to get the patient to an ambulance at 
the bottom of the 5,600ft volcano, tak¬ 
ing it in turns in groups to carry her. 



Birmingham firefighter John Conway Mount Batur on Bali, part of Indonesia 



Trekkers help to carry the injured woman down the volcano 


Mr Conway said: “She was obviously tion, accompanied her, crouched in the 
in severe pain and the nurse and I back of the vehicle until they got to 
were worried she might have spinal in- the hospital. The woman’s injuries in¬ 
juries but she never once complained.” eluded several broken bones and ribs, 
After five hours, they reached the a fractured spine, a serious head injury 
ambulance - an estate car with just and a broken nose, 
a driver and no paramedics - and Mr Conway said: “Given the state 
learned that the nearest hospital was in which we found her, and the extent 
another two hours away. of her injuries, it’s a miracle she sur- 

The firefighter, from Highgate Sta- vived.” 


Transformation for shop with 
new management at the helm 



Junction 1 chip shop has 
recently gone through a 
transformation in key areas, 
including a new name and 
management. 

Having been known as Bhullu’s 
Chipstop up until last October, new 
ownership saw the opportunity 
to revive a fish and chip shop in a 
thriving area and busy High Street. 

They are open seven days a 
week to serve everyone from 
school/college goers, to the local 
businesses and residents and 
those simple hungry passing by 
with traditional battered chips, pies, 
sausages, southern fried chicken 
and wings as well chicken and 
donor kebabs. 


A spokesman said: “They only 
serve fresh cod not frozen and 
fresh fillet burgers made to order. If 
you don’t want to make ‘any bones 
about it’, you can always opt for the 
fresh succulent chicken breast bites. 

Delicacies 

“They aren’t done there though! 
There are also Punjabi delicacies 
such as sheikh kebabs, samosas, 
spring rolls and masala-coated fish 
all made fresh daily. If that’s not 
enough to whet your appetite, they 
also have spicy chicken wings as 
well as fish pakoreh, which are fish 
bites, marinated and then coated in 
a lightly spiced batter, all made from 
scratch.” 


They have also developed a 
homemade sauce unique to Junction 
1 chip shop called ‘Junction 1 special 
sauce’. It combines a medium-spiced 
sauce with flavoursome tanginess. 

The special boards are always 
up and rotated frequently so that 
everyone gets to have their favourite 
“chippy tea” at reduced prices and on 
match days you can chips for just £1! 

Telephone orders are welcome and 
all food can be made fresh to order 
and to individual requests. 

The owners are hoping to rebuild 
the reputation and give a taste of food 
they feel the people of West Bromwich 
and surrounding areas have been 
missing out on. 
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M Volunteer 




1978 - 2018 Celebrating 40 years of Volunteering in Sandwell 


The Sandwell Volunteer Bi-annual Awards 
on Saturday 2nd June aim to promote the 
positive contributions of individuals and 
groups and celebrate their achievements. 

Contact us on 0121 544 8326 
or visit our website 

www.volunteercentresandwell.org.uk 



[ Nominate somebody for an award J 


Environmental 

Volunteer 

Corporate 

Volunteer 


Long Service 
Volunteer 

Health & Social 
Care Volunteer 


Community 

Organisation 

Trustee 


Volunteer 

Co-ordinator 

Young 

Volunteer 


All those nominated for an 
award will receive a certificate 
regardless of whether they are 
shortlisted for an award 


Our mission is to inspire more people in Sandwell to Volunteer, so they can 
enhance their lives, the lives of others and build resilient communities. 


Contact us now to 
^become a Volunteer 

For further information 
contact 

Reuben@volunteercentresandwell.co.uk 

01215448326 
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★STAR CLUTCHES LTD 
** REPAIR CENTRE 

(mmshkmi g«0 

iiiiii® 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts [aa 
163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ LA. 

0121 5721253 
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College turning dreams into reality 



Students are at the heart of everything they do at Halesowen College and staff want to support them throughout their Halesowen experience 


Commercial feature 

Thinking about the future and seeing 
yourself in the career of your choice can 
seem like a distant dream while you are still 
concentrating on your GCSEs but visiting 
Halesowen College and talking to friendly 
and informative staff can turn your dream 
into a reality. 

Come along to the open day on Saturday, 
March 17, between 10am - 2pm to discover 
how the college can help you take your own 
personal route to success. 

Curriculum staff will be available to guide 
would-be students in the right direction and you 
can sign up on the day to secure your place for 
September. 

A spokesman said: “By making Halesowen 
College your number one choice, you will 
be able to choose from the region’s biggest 
range of courses, at all levels and an ability 
to combine subjects will help you to tailor a 
programme that best suits you. 

“Whether you have your sights on university, 
a vocational qualification or an apprenticeship, 
our highly professional staff will be available to 
give you advice and guidance and help with 
every stage of the decision-making process. 

“Achievement levels for Halesowen College 
students are excellent and progression to 
further and higher education and employment 
is outstanding. The college is number two in 
the UK for successful student progression. 

This year, 98 per cent of students achieved 
an A-level pass and 31 per cent attained high 
grades A*, A or B, 32 subjects achieved an 
outstanding 100 per cent pass rate! 

“Vocational results were equally impressive, 
with 80 per cent of students gaining Triple 
Distinction Star grades in their Level 3 


Extended Diplomas. As a result, over 750 
Halesowen students have progressed to 
university this autumn.” 

Apprenticeships are also growing in 
popularity and Halesowen College offers an 
exciting range of opportunities for you to get 
the qualifications that employers are looking 
for, while earning a wage. Apprentices are 
highly likely to secure permanent employment 


at the end of their programme - 93.7 per cent 
of Halesowen Apprentices who completed their 
apprenticeship in 2016/17 progressed to full¬ 
time employment. 

Visitors to the college’s open day will have the 
opportunity to see for themselves the fantastic 
facilities students enjoy in a modern and easily 
accessible campus. Halesowen College is one 
of the best equipped colleges in the region. 


On March 17, potential students can take 
advantage of applying for the course of their 
choice and securing an offer of a place, within 
minutes. 

The spokesman added: “Our students are 
at the heart of everything we do and we want 
to support them throughout their Halesowen 
experience. Students can access support from 
their personal coach and learning support 


staff. Financial Assistance is also available and 
nine out of 10 of our current students travel 
to Halesowen completely free of charge on 
college buses, which cover routes right across 
the region. 

“Make Halesowen College your number one 
choice. Come to our Open Day, meet staff and 
students, secure your place and see yourself as 
having the successful future you deserve.” 



HALESOWEN 


OPEN DAY 


SATURDAY 17 MARCH 2018 


9£CUftt 

ptftCE 

TODfH 


WHITTINGHAM ROAD, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 3NA www.halesowen.ac.uk 


T® mwm 


20+ Routes Across the Region 














































£10,000 grant to help 
plot mapping project 



Langley Maltings - one of the landmarks which will feature in the mapping project 


Phab fundraising concert 


A FUNDRAISING concert later this 
month will feature the music of The 
Smiths and Motown. 

The Joneses, a Smiths tribute, 
will host the fundraising concert 
with Chain of Fools, a tribute to The 
Commitments, at Edgbaston Cricket 
Ground on March 29 from 7pm. Tick¬ 
ets are £10 via www.eventbrite.com/ 

Money raised will support Birming¬ 
ham PHAB Camps, a voluntary or¬ 


ganisation providing holidays where 
children and young adults are given 
the opportunity to participate in new 
and challenging experiences aimed at 
creating inclusion for disadvantaged 
young people, with and without disa¬ 
bilities, from the region. 

Aidan Sheridan, of The Joneses, a 
volunteer on PHAB camps in the past, 
is returning from London with his 
band to raise funds for future camps. 


A SANDWELL mapping pro¬ 
ject has been given a near 
£10,000 funding boost by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

The money has been given to 
Friends of Langley Library, which 
is working on a project to map the 
historical landmarks of Langley, 
Oldbury. 

Within Walking Distance - Land¬ 
marks of Langley is a project that will 
explore the different aspects of her¬ 
itage within approximately a square 
mile of Langley Library. 

Through workshops, presentations 
and displays, the project will invite 
local people for intergenerational en¬ 
counters and conversations, to help 
define old and new landmarks. 

The project will also produce a free 
printed walking guide to the area, tell¬ 
ing the story of these local landmarks, 
which will be distributed to house¬ 
holds, businesses and community 
groups within walking distance of the 
library. 

The culmination of the project will 
be an exhibition at Langley Library in 
July and a guided tour. 

Vanessa Harbar, of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund West Midlands which 
handed over the £9,800 grant, said: 
“We are delighted to support this pro¬ 
ject, which will mean that more people 
will be able to get involved with and 
learn about the exciting heritage right 
on their doorstep.” 

Upcoming events at Langley Library 
in Oldbury include a history talk with 
Dr Terry Daniels on Thursday April 5 
at 2pm and Titford Canal and the ‘Jim 
Crow’ Locks talk with Phil Clayton on 
Tuesday May 1 at 2pm. 

To book your place for either or both 
events email friendsoflangleylibrary@ 
gmail.com 


Pupils focus on the fight for equality 


15 



Ferndale Primary School Year four pupils with their International Women’s 
Day posters, from left, Kaiyan, Simona, Simran, Kartar, Raina and Leona 


GREAT Barr pupils marked In¬ 
ternational Women’s Day with 
a series of special classes and 
activities at Ferndale Primary 
School. They looked at inspi¬ 
rational women, including suf¬ 
fragettes who gained votes for 
women just over 100 years ago. 

Children were also debating 
inequalities between men and 
women and how things have 
changed over the years. 

Headteacher at Ferndale said: 
“Equality is one of our school 
values so it’s important to mark 
days like International Women’s 
Day. I’m really proud of how 
hard all the children and staff 
have worked on this topic and 
it’s been really interesting to 
look back through history.” 

Children’s services chief, 
Councillor Simon Hackett, said: 
“It’s great schools like Ferndale 
Primary are doing activities to 
mark International Women’s 
Day. Focusing on suffragettes is 
very apt given this year marks 
100 years since women first 
gained the vote.” 


Behaviour orders planned 


RESIDENTS, businesses and 
visitors are urged to have 
their say on proposals to pre¬ 
vent and tackle anti-social 
behaviour in West Bromwich 
town centre. 

Following concerns raised by 
local people, Sandwell Council is 
looking to introduce a public spac¬ 
es protection order (PSPO). 

Among activities that could be cov¬ 
ered by the proposed PSPO for West 
Bromwich town centre are alcohol-re¬ 
lated violence and anti-social behav¬ 
iour, threatening and intimidating 
behaviour and violence in a public 
place. The PSPO would give the police 
and council extra powers to prevent 


and tackle anti-social behaviour in 
the town centre. PSPOs can be used 
to ban behaviour or activities that are 
causing concern in an area. 

Authorised council officers, police 
and police community support officers 
can enforce PSPOs. A breach of an 
order means a fixed penalty notice of 
up to £100 or a fine of up to £1,000 on 
prosecution. 

Police would continue to deal with 
criminal offences as they happen. The 
PSPO would be used in addition to ex¬ 
isting council and police powers. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, cabinet 
member for public health and protec¬ 
tion, said: “It’s unacceptable that res¬ 
idents, businesses and visitors should 
have to suffer crime and anti-social 
behaviour and we’re putting forward 


these proposals in response to their 
concerns. 

“We already work very closely with 
the police and other partner organisa¬ 
tions to tackle crime and anti-social 
behaviour. The PSPO would be an 
extra tool to help us make sure the 
law-abiding majority of people can 
enjoy using the town centre. 

“We encourage everyone with an in¬ 
terest in West Bromwich town centre 
to have their say.” 

As part of a consultation exercise, 
the council is asking for views on beg¬ 
ging and nuisance parking, both issues 
raised by local people. 

For more details, including a map 
of the proposed PSPO area, and to 
have a say, before 18 April, visit www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/consultation 



At participating centres only, offers exclude online, conditions apply, call your local centre for details. 


At Kwik Fit we want you 
to drive away happy, 
that’s why right now we’re 
offering you great daily 
deals. Hurry, they won’t 
be around forever. 


0800222111 
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REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 



Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 


To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


Thousands 
back fight 
on factory 
at sidings 


THOUSANDS of people have signed a peti¬ 
tion saying no to a factory that will ‘tear lives 
apart’ in Wednesbury by causing more pollu¬ 
tion, extra traffic, and excessive noise. 

More than 4,000 people signed the petition, pre¬ 
sented to Sandwell Council, battling against Net¬ 
work Rail’s plans for a factory at the railway sidings 


at Bescot next to the M6. 

If given the go ahead, it 
will create 600,000 railway 
sleepers a year, but Friar 
Park residents in Wednes¬ 
bury have said it will ‘ruin 
lives’. 

Many of them, armed 
with picket signs, gathered 
outside Sandwell Council 
House last Tuesday evening 
ahead of a full council meet¬ 
ing where members were 
presented with the petition. 

Vicky Lloyd, aged 40, 
helped launch the ‘Say No’ 
campaign and has called the 
development - which will be 
part of HS2 - ‘completely in¬ 
appropriate for a residential 
area’. The mother-of-two, 
who lives in Durham Road, 
said: “We just want to raise 
awareness and appeal to the 
council’s better nature.” 

Councillor Simon Hack- 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

ett, of Sandwell Council, 
joined the protest ahead 
of the meeting to show his 
support for residents. 

He said: “I’ve never seen 
the community come to¬ 
gether so quickly and so 
united against a develop¬ 
ment - and with more than 
4,000 signatures in a matter 
of weeks. I’ve never seen 
them so angry. I think what 
this says to Network Rail 
is think again and find a 
non-residential area.” 

Network Rail announced 
the scheme in December 
and said it would secure 100 
jobs in the region, but res¬ 
idents have claimed this is 
untrue and that workers are 
actually being transferred 
from the current Washwood 
Heath factory. 




Celebrate VE Day 

with Vera Lynn Tribute 

Departing Friday 4 May 

from Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Warner Corton Coastal 
Village, Lowestoft 

✓ Friday evening musical entertainment by The 
Mersey Legends 

✓ Vera Lynn tribute show on Saturday evening 

✓ Excursion to Norwich 


3 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 180 


Cyclist takes to the 
Aston Expressway 



The cyclist on the A38M, after being stopped by police 

A CYCLIST was collared by traffic police after attempting 
to ride up a busy stretch on a pedal bike. 

The biker took to the two-mile stretch on Birmingham’s 
Aston Expressway, also known as the A38M 

Many took to Twitter to criticise the cyclist - describing 
the biker as an ‘idiot’ and the incident as ‘madness’. 


Police officers intervened to speak to the cyclist at the 
side of the road after spotting him on Thursday night and 
warned him the busy route was an inappropriate place to 
be cycling. Officers admitted they were surprised to come 
across the cyclist in a potentially dangerous area. The Cen¬ 
tral Motorway Policing Group, which patrols the region’s 
major roads, took to Twitter over the incident - joking it 
may have been the ‘most direct route’ if not the safest. 

A picture posted on the social media site showed traffic 
officers pulled up next to the cyclist. 

The tweet said: “Officers dealing with a pedal cyclist on 
the A38M. May be the most direct route to his destination 
but what else can I say.” 

The Aston Expressway is one of the region’s busiest 
roads and is used by thousands of drivers every day heading 
between the M6 and the centre of Birmingham. 



Diana 

Her Fashion Story 


Departing Saturday 12 May 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 
miles of central London, with 3-course dinner 
and full English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 139 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. 
Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


MNA DIGITAL 


For more information ^ ^ 1 T A A ET1 

or to book, please call: V/OOV/V/ IOU UO I 

or visit online a t: omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


vf IHABTA 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 






























Marie 

Curie 


Care and support 
through terminal illness 


Great Daffodil Appeal 

March is Marie Curie month so it's important to support 
this fantastic cause. 

You can donate by cheque, postal orders, credit and debit cards by posting to: 

Supporter Relations Team, P.O. Box 23897,14 Links Place, Edinburgh, EH6 9AB 
or visit www.mariecurie.org.uk 

Customers below are proud to support 2018 Daffodil Appeal. 


jubilee Fires ltd 



Marble 

Surround Electric 
Fires with lights 
from £489 
Marble Surround 


from £499 


HIGH ST, PRINCES END, TIPTON DY49JF 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 10121 557 3111 


We offer a 1 
complete 
^xpert fitting j 
service 


HOME MACHINERY 
SERVICES 

Lawn Mower Repairs 
/^--Building Equipment Repairs 
Drive Cleaning 


DBS Checked 
and Insured 




and Insured 

07984 772003 

homemachineryservices@yahoo.co.uk 


RidlhAv 




If 

WSH 




Rear oi 64 High Street | West Bromwich || West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 

www.westtimberandsteel.co.uk 


r ydal e 

CLEANING SERVICES C 

»»»»»»» UPVC CLEANING SPECIALISTS «««««««« 

UPVC Conservatory interior & exterior valet * UPVC Windows/Doors professionally cleaned UPVC Cladding cleaned * Car ports 
cleaned * UPVC Fascia & soffit boards cleaned UPVC Porches cleaned * Blocked guttering cleared * External guttering cleaned 
Block paving & driveway / slabs cleaned * Caravan and Mobile Home Cleaning * Solar Panel Cleaning * Building Work Clean 


UPVC conservatory valet service UPVC windows/doors & frames 

exterior & interior professionally cleaned 


Block paving & 
driveway cleaning 


Guttering cleared out and 
Fascia & Soffit cleaned 

services.co.uk 


FREEPHONE: 0800 917 6060 I vwwv.rydale services.co.uk 

A member of the Rydale Group 

Head Office: Rydale House, Long Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9LS. Telephone 0800 917 6060 
Weekdays 9am - 5.30pm Saturday 9am - 4pm Sunday Closed. 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS / 1 

SOLICITORS adcocks 

Wills & Estates 
Commercial 
Leasehold Reform 


Providing legal services 
in West Bromwich 


for over 100 years 


Property 


Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 8081 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


S GPS 


Tel: 0121 588 2740 
Mob: 07956 888 611 


rftgHrnnimniiia 


Building: 

New Homes 
Extensions, 
Renovations, 
Grant Work & 
General Building 


f • Experts in disabled adaptions 

• No obligation quotations 

• Competitive rates,foj2j 
over 50's - Quote this 


NBirmino ham City Council 

V APPROVED 


O 


Shire Oak Solicitors 

We offer a complete package of understanding, knowledge and expertise in a 
friendly and approachable manner. At Shire Oak Solicitors, we offer value for 
money along with a professional service guaranteed. 

Why Choose Us? Areas Of Law. 


> Family Run 
Business 

> Headed by an 
Accredited Law 
Society Family 
Panel Member 

> FIRST 
INTERVIEW 
FREE 


Family Law 

• Divorce 

• Children’s Matters 

• Domestic Violence 

• Injunctions 

• Financial Settlements 

> Personal Injury - No Win No Fee. 

> Wills and Probate. 

> Power Of Attorney/ 

Lasting Power of Attorney. 

> Advice for Litigants in Person. 



Shire Oak Solicitors - 

6/7 Three Shires Oak Road, Bearwood, B67 5BA 
> 0121 238 0735 > info@shireoaksolicitors.co.uk 
> www.shireoaksolicitors.co.uk 


PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central heating and parts available 

• Taps • Towel rails • Showers • Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering • Bathroom Suites 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm {/ 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

New and Reconditioned 
Appliances available 

dyson t\ Established 21 years 



M e: 


DOMES 


ICS 


INSPIRATIONAL 

FIRES & FIREPLACES 

Be Inspired... 



NOW STOCKING 

A WIDE SELECTION OF 

BEAUTIFUL 
It MIRRORS 

TO COMPLIMENT YOUR FIRE 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 
Tel: 0121 4293186 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 

TEO) www.inspirationalfires.co.uk 

email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk L ^ ^ 



<§mmm mams® 

4!®aa©[fQjC OH 

as sofflna 


info@gpsconstructions.com www.gpsconstructions.com 


Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 Old Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham 
Telephone 0121-358 0186 www.djmdomestics.co.uk 


\ y 

1 T 

one stop 

BUILDING & 
MAINTENANCE 


mmimm mimumm 


I WM3BB3M 


PLUS MUCH MORE 
CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE AND REFURBISHMENTS* 


112A Hagley Road West, Harborne B68 OAA 
onestopmain@btconnect.com | www.onestopmaintenance.net 

0121 429 1568 
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is Man saved 
from fire in 
nick of time 

A MIDDLE-aged man was saved in the 
nick of time by firefighters as a blaze swept 
his home at the weekend. 

He had woken in the early hours to find 
his bedroom filled with choking smoke 
at the mid-terrace property in Bluestone 
Walk, Rowley Regis. The man managed to 
raise the alarm by phone but was overcome 
by the fumes before he could get out. 

A crew from Oldbury fire station were 
on the scene within five minutes and two 
firefighters wearing breathing apparatus 
found him lying unconscious on the up¬ 
stairs landing floor. 

They carried him outside where col¬ 
leagues immediately started to revive him 
with oxygen. Paramedics arrived at the 
scene moments later. 

The unnamed man regained conscious¬ 
ness before being taken to hospital where 
he was expected to make a good recovery. 
Firefighters also saved his Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier dog which was reported as 
being ‘fine’ after the ordeal. 

The man was the only person at the ad¬ 
dress when the drama started at around 
lam on Saturday and fire crews said the 
outcome could have been very different if 
the man had not woken when he did. 

Fifteen fire fighters from three stations 
- Oldbury, Haden Cross and Smethwick - 
were at the scene for up to three hours but 
arrived so quickly the fire damage was con¬ 
fined to the bedroom although the remain¬ 
der of the house suffered smoke damage. 
The cause is under investigation. 

Crew Commander Mike Hawksbury 
explained: “We had to force entry to the 
property which was heavily smoke logged.” 

Courier with 
£650 drugs 
is sentenced 

A 19-YEAR-OLD drug courier found with 
£650 worth of heroin and crack cocaine 
street deals has been given a suspend¬ 
ed custodial sentence. Police swooped on 
Chelsea Avenue, Oldbury after reports of 
suspicious behaviour during the afternoon 
of February 22 last year, a judge heard. 

They found a Ford Focus with three 
people in it parked behind bungalows, Mr 
Timothy Sapwell, prosecuting, told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court. Rafiq Bogle-Fred- 
ericks was sitting in the rear of the car 
with a knife lying in the footwell. He was 
taken away for a strip search during which 
a large package was found. It contained 45 
£10 wraps of crack cocaine and a further 20 
containing heroin. 

Miss Jennifer Josephs, defending, said: 
“He was a courier and not a dealer. He was 
holding the drugs for somebody else.” 

Bogle-Fredericks of Meeting Street, 
Wednesbury admitted possession of crack 
cocaine and heroin with intent to supply 
and was given 18 months detention in a 
young offenders’ institution suspended for 
18 months with 150 hours unpaid work, 
a two month night time curfew and £500 
costs. 


Selfridges goes 
green for week 



The St Patrick’s Day colours at the store 

BIRMINGHAM’S iconic Selfridges build¬ 
ing has turned green to mark St Patrick’s 
Day. The store has taken on the new look 
as part of celebrations in the city and will 
run until Sunday. It is the fourth year run¬ 
ning the store has turned emerald, but it 
will be the first time it has remained in 
place for a whole week. 

General manager Sam Watts said: “Bir¬ 
mingham has a fantastic Irish community 
and we’re excited to join in the St. Pat¬ 
rick’s Day festivities. We wanted to make 
sure we incorporated both the parade and 
the day itself.” 


Mine of information for actors at memorial 



Actors Chad Dent, Lucy Styles and Max Darknell 


ACTORS from a Sandwell amateur dramatics 
society have been looking back at an infamous 
mining disaster which claimed the lives of 26 
workers, in preparation for their next produc¬ 
tion. 

Sunday, March 4, marked the 110th anniver¬ 
sary of the Hamstead mining disaster where, in 
1908, a major fire in the downcast shaft of the 
Hamstead Colliery proved deadly. 

Members of multi award-winning Char- 
lemont Amateur Dramatic Society (CADS) 
have been busy researching the history of local 
mining communities for their upcoming pro¬ 
duction of John Godber’s Salt of the Earth, 
which will be performed from Wednesday, May 


2 to Saturday, May 5. Performances take place 
at the theatre at West Bromwich Community 
Centre, Gayton Road, West Bromwich and ac¬ 
tors from the society, Chad Dent, Lucy Styles 
and Max Darknell took the opportunity to visit 
the memorial of the 1908 disaster. 

The memorial is situated in the centre of 
Hamstead village, which remains a close-knit 
community, much like the Yorkshire setting for 
Godber’s play. 

Salt of the Earth won an Edinburgh Fringe 
award for the playwright in 1988, and follows 
the lives of the fictional Parker sisters, May 
and Annie over four decades from 1947 right 
up until 1988. 


Chairman, David Hill said: “John Godber’s 
drama is a fine mixture of comedy and trag¬ 
edy interwoven with songs from the period by 
artists such as Bing Crosby, Vera Lynn, Dean 
Martin and even David Bowie. The cast have 
had great fun learning more about miners, the 
intricacies of the Yorkshire accent and even 
how to waltz.” 

If you would like to see the production, tick¬ 
ets are £8 each and are available to buy from 
the CADS ticket hotline on 0121 357 4169, 
email hilld28@sky.com. For more information 
go to the website thecads.weebly.com. 

There is also a link there to the Hamstead 
Miners Memorial Trust website. 


Divine milestone for parish 
church in 125th anniversary 


Report by Jack Averty 

AN historic Black Country parish 
is celebrating its 125th anniversary 
later this year. 

The Parish of St. Philip Neri, on Mes¬ 
senger Road in Smethwick, turns 125 on 
June 10. 

The parish was founded in 1863 but it 
wasn’t until 1893 when Charles Rhyder came 
to Smethwick that the main structure of the 
present church was built. 

To celebrate the milestone the parish is in¬ 
viting anyone with memories of the church or 
school to attend a special coffee afternoon on 
Saturday at the parish centre on Watt Street. 

The church is especially keen to see and hear 
from people who have old photos, programmes 
or memories and/or who may be able to help 
identify people or events in photos it has. 

Archbishop 

It will then be using some of these memories 
to create a display and commemorative booklet 
in preparation for a celebration mass on Sun¬ 
day June 10. The mass will be celebrated by 
Archbishop Bernard Longley and the parish 
hopes that as many past parishioners, pupils 
and staff from the school as well as people 
who were baptised or married at the church 
will attend. 

A spokesman for the parish said: “The 
Catholic network being as strong as it is, we 
kindly ask that people pass on this message to 
anyone they know who may have past connec¬ 
tions with the church. If you have never been 
to this beautiful church which has strong con¬ 
nections with Blessed (Cardinal) John Henry 
Newman and the hymn writer Edward Cas- 
wall, you are also warmly invited to the coffee 
afternoon on March 17 as well as the celebra¬ 
tion mass on June 10.” 

For more information or, if you have any 
photos or documents or memories connected 
with the church, please contact 0121 558 1065 
or stphilipsmethwick@googlemail.co.uk, or 
visit www.stphilipsparish.co.uk 




Members of the congregation during the church’s centenary mass 
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The church today. 


Picture: David Rollason Youngsters take first communion, from some years ago 


Gang hunted after ram raid at jewellers 



The jewellers store in Smethwick Part of the footage after the police arrive The raiders run towards the waiting Audi 


ARMED raiders are being hunted after a ter¬ 
rifying ram raid on a shop where the gang es¬ 
caped with a haul of gold jewellery. 

A police officer was also recovering after 
being hurt during the raid where a white flat¬ 
bed lorry was used to smash through the front 
window of Jai Jewellers in Cape Hill, Smeth¬ 
wick at around 6.20pm last Friday. 

Up to five masked and hooded men carrying 
hammers and other weapons burst into the 
premises, threatening frightened staff who hid 
in the back as the intruders shattered display 
cabinets and stole the contents. 

Dramatic video footage of the incident shows 
a police patrol car arriving at the scene in the 
middle of the raid and one of its crew appar¬ 
ently trying to break the window of the geta¬ 
way car parked nearby. 

The driver of the black Audi saloon is then 
seen accelerating away before suddenly brak¬ 
ing and throwing the car into reverse, narrowly 
missing the officer who has to jump out of the 
way. 

Three members of the gang then emerge 
from the jewellers carrying bags of stolen prop¬ 
erty and jump into the car whose driver is seen 
hurling bricks at the police officer and his col¬ 
league. 

The getaway car then speeds off moments 


before two more police cars arrive at the scene 
with lights flashing. Staff at the shop were un¬ 
available for comment at the weekend. 

West Midlands Police spokeswoman Caroline 
Schubert confirmed: “The men took gold from 
the shop and attacked two police officers by 
throwing bricks. They then made off at speed 
in a waiting black Audi saloon car that headed 
onto Claremont Road. 

“One of the officers needed to be taken to 


hospital for treatment to minor facial injuries.” 

Superintendent Richard Youds, from 
Sandwell Neighbourhood Policing Unit, added: 
“The behaviour of these men showed that they 
were prepared to use considerable violence, in¬ 
cluding attacking a police officer and a police 
car. Thankfully nobody was seriously hurt and 
the officer is today recovering at home from his 
injuries having been treated in hospital. 

“We are appealing for anyone with informa¬ 


tion to come forward.” Callers can ring police 
on 101 giving crime reference 20SW/54603T/18 
or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 

The ram raid was remarkably similar to an¬ 
other on the same store in February last year 
when crooks struck at around 6pm on a Fri¬ 
day evening but they left empty handed after 
driving a BMW into the shop front. One man 
was arrested inside the jewellers and nothing 
was taken. 






















































With Easter School Holidays just around the corner, keep an eye out for activites and ideas 
for days out to keep your children busy and entertained! 

To advertise please telephone Dan Eccles on 01384 353227 

Part of Express & Star Ltd MNA Media 






7 DAY CARYERY 


> £4.49 Monday - Saturday • £6.79 Sunday 



FUNCTION ROOM FOR... 

Wedding Receptions, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 
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Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 


ASA.org.uk 




still just like 
on Earth 



The bad press that 
we had all those 
years ago is a 
badge of honour 


No more heroes - The Stranglers 
are heading to Birmingham 


suits and bow ties. It was evidently obvious 
that we weren’t going to get on with each 
other. 

“Jet went on stage and said you’re 
not going to like us and there was a bit 
of language. So one guy came up on 
stage with a bow tie but we kicked him 
off stage and 400 people left the hall, 
leaving five who thought we were brilliant. 
I think we did play for the five to get our 
fee.” 

JJ is pleased that 
the band’s recorded 
output from an 
imperious late 
1970s and early 
1980s is being 
re-aired. 

“It was a very 
intense and 
fast period 
from having 
overnight been 
the pariahs and 
then breaking 
all kinds of 
records and 
selling records 
and having 
an audience 
who wanted to 
see us rather 
than murder 
us. It was very 
creative for us 
back then. We 
were just writing 
all the time. 

“There 
was pent up 
frustration 


and energy and we wanted to explore our potential. 

We weren’t satisfied. Suddenly we had a bit of a hit, we 
wanted to go further. We wanted to see what we could as 
artists, what we could do. As our experiences expanded 
and our horizon, so did our attempts to try and improve. 

“In the first 18 months we had three albums out, all top 
three. The first three years were really slow and doubts 
crept into our mind about doing the right thing. Then 
things happened suddenly but overnight it changed. We 
were living off Paxo sage and onion stuffing when no 
girlfriend meant no food or drink.” 

Remarkably, the band are more popular than ever. And 
they have offers to tour the world. The band pick and 
choose what they want to do - turning down things that 
are too much bother. 

“We have to decide whether we want to go somewhere. 
Every time we turn down the USA they double the offer. 
There are a few places we’re not too keen on going to. 
The Americans want you to queue up for the American 
embassy and be interrogated about why we want to go 
there. You can’t make a joke. So we don’t accept the 
offers.” 

Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


P unk icons The Stranglers are 
back on the road following 
the sell-out success of last 
year’s Black and White Tour. 
They are taking their Classic 
Collection around the UK, 
to coincide with the planned re-release 
of the entire Stranglers studio album 
catalogue from 1977-82. 

Fans can look forward to a slew of greatest hits 
when the band headline Birmingham’s 02 Academy on 
Saturday, March 17. It’s a show that The Stranglers are 
also looking forward to. 

Bassist Jean-Jacques Burnel says: “We’ve had some 
amazing times in the Black Country and Birmingham and 
around and about. We always have a great time when 
we’re on the road and it’s always sold out when we play in 
Brum. Our drummer, Jim, lives in that neck of the woods. 

“We’ve got a very loyal audience but there’s also a 
sense of renewal of the audience. People who’ve grown 
up with us and remember times past are still there. 

“They remember the problems of us being a young 
punk band. It seems to be that for some reason a lot of 
teenagers are also starting to check us out over the past 
10 years. You know, with the last three albums, people 
have really picked up on us again. 

“Also, all the bad press that we had all those years ago 
seems to be a badge of honour because everything is 
so cynical and phoney these days. All the bad times are 
now a badge of honour. It’s funny. We were the threat to 
western civilisation and morality and now we’re seen as a 
healthy thing because the music scene is all so sterile.” 

Drawing from an expansive and impressive catalogue 
that spans some 40 years, The Stranglers will enthral 
audiences with an exciting mix of material, all bearing the 
distinctive signature style of this most enduring of British 
bands; driving rhythms, anthemic melodies, quirky 
time signatures and occasional dark humour, held 
together by those trademark rumbling bass lines 
and swirling keyboards. 


WAVE 


The Stranglers are riding high on the 
crest of a resurgent wave of popularity. 
They continue to out-rock many on the live 
circuit, including much younger bands, 
and their existing large and loyal fan 
base has swelled in recent years as new 
converts join the ranks. 

With record-breaking, sell-out shows 
and festival appearances throughout 
the UK and the rest of the world, 
public demand to hear and see the 
group has never been so high; true 
testament to their considerable 
musical talent and the enduring 
quality of their songs. 

JJ says it’s been a struggle 
and they’re thrilled to be 
winning the war. 

“Well, we’ve been used to 
wars from day one. We didn’t 
have a ready-made audience in 
the very early days. Even when 
we were playing pubs we were having 
confrontations with the landlord 
calling the police to pull the plug. 

“In the very early days, people 
were also getting offended by what 
we were playing. We had people try 
to get on stage and whack us. We 
had, once, an agent who booked 
us for one show. They booked us 
for a Young Conservatives night in 
Purley, in South London. 

“We were dressed in rags and 
tatters and there were all these 
people in smoking jackets and 
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Edgelarks Photo: Elly Lucas 


Life on the Edge with one 
of the UK's top folk duos 


One of Britain’s leading folk music duos are 
performing at a village church on the edge 
of the Black Country this weekend. 

Edgelarks, who are Phillip Henry and Hannah 
Martin, have just received their third nomination in 
the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards. They won the top duo 
award in 2014 and were nominated again in 2016. 

The pair’s new project takes the roots of their 
previous work - from the traditional musics of the 
British Isles to Indian classical slide guitar and Phillip’s 
stomping beatbox harmonica - and adds a strong 
stem of original writing. 

Edgelarks, which was one of MOJO’s top ten 
folk albums of 2017, is Phillip and Hannah’s most 
innovative work to date. As well as being their fourth 


studio album, it also marks the genesis of a brand new 
band name. 

From recording their first album, Singing the Bones, 
at home in their living room in the dead of night, they 
have gone on to produce three more records - Mynd, 
Live in Calstock and Watershed - each time refining 
the process and honing their production skills. 

Edgelarks appropriately will be performing 
near Kinver Edge, at St Peter’s Church in Kinver, 
on Saturday at 8pm. Tickets cost £13. See www. 
edgelarks.co.uk or call 07503 191825 for details. 

But fans of Irish folk will no doubt be at Birmingham 
Town Hall that night for The Dublin Legends - Sean 
Cannon, Eamonn Campbell, Paul Watchorn and Gerry 
O’Connor - playing favourites by The Dubliners. 


Crying for Evita as 
blockbuster returns 


Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s Evita is thrilling 
audiences once again 
across the UK. 

Telling the story of Eva Peron, 
wife of former Argentine dictator 
Juan Peron, Evita follows Eva’s 
journey from humble beginnings 
through to extraordinary wealth, 
power and iconic status. 

Madalena Alberto returns to the 
role of Eva, for which she received 
critical acclaim in the 2014 West 
End revival. Her other credits 
include the role of Fantine in the 
25th anniversary production of Les 
Miserables. 


Evita is one of the most popular 
musicals including the songs 
Don’t Cry For Me Argentina, On 
This Night of a Thousand Stars, 
You Must Love Me and Another 
Suitcase in Another Hall. 

Other theatre highlights to look 
out for include comic alternative 
history from Told By An Idiot with 
Napoleon Disrobed at Birmingham 
Rep’s studio theatre The Door from 
tonight (Thursday) to Saturday. At 
Wolverhampton’s Arena Theatre 
are masked drama group Vamos 
Theatre with A Brave Face tonight 
and tomorrow, and comedy chaos 
for all the family with The 4 Clowns 
of the Apocalypse on Tuesday. 



Ex-Strictly 
Come Dancing 

pro Brendan Cole brings his All 
Night Long show to Symphony 
Hall in Birmingham tomorrow 
(Friday) and Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre on Tuesday. 
Contemporary dance fans will 
head to Birmingham Hippodrome 
on Friday and Saturday for Ballet 
British Columbia, Canada’s leading 
modern dance company. There will 
be Asian dance at Wolverhampton’s 
Arena Theatre on Saturday when 
Jaivant Patel Dance present Holi: 
Basant Ke Rang, a celebration of 
spring dedicated to the memory of 
Wolverhampton Mayor Elias Mattu. 


Paloma on way 
to the Genting 

POP star Paloma Faith 
returns to the West 
Midlands following the 
success of her fourth 
album, The Architect, 
with a concert at the 
Genting Arena on 
Wednesday, March 13. 

Hackney-born Paloma, 

36, who recently became 
a mother, is known for 
hits Changing, Only 
Love Can Hurt Like This, Picking Up The Pieces, 
New York, Never Tear Us Apart, Crybaby and Stone 
Cold Sober. Support from XamVolo. Paloma is 
back for Forest Live at Cannock Chase on June 29. 



'Elvis' back in the 
building, 50 years on 

Fifty years ago Elvis Presley’s career was revived by 
the ‘68 Comeback Special, a one-off television show 
aired by American network NBC, and to celebrate 
that milestone theatre impresario Bill Kenwright 
brings tribute show This Is Elvis to Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre. 

From Monday to Saturday, the touring show will 
recreate that classic concert and the drama leading 
up to it with award-winning tribute artist Steve 
Michaels in the role of Elvis. Steve has played 
alongside some of Elvis Presley’s iconic band mates 
including the extraordinary Jordanaires and the 
soulful voices of the Sweet Inspirations. 

This Is Elvis includes such hits as Trouble, Heartbreak 
Hotel, Blue Suede Shoes, Hound Dog, Jailhouse 
Rock, In The Ghetto and Suspicious Minds. 


FINE INDIAN DINING 
AT ITS BEST 


F rom the minute you 
walk through the door at 
Journeys you know you are in 
for a real Indian experience. 

The interior of this restaurant is 
made up of different carriages of 
a train. Each carriage has different 
tables and chairs which looks 
absolutely amazing. The whole 
experience is set out to a very high 
standard, from deco to table settings. 

The staff are extremely polite and 
attentive to your every need. Nothing 
is too much trouble. They will also 
give you background information on 
each carriage of the restaurant. 



The food at Journeys can only be 
described as out of this world. All 
food is freshly cooked to order so you 
will wait a little longer, but the wait is 
well worth it. There are a variety of 
starters, mains and desserts to suit 
all tastes. 


This restaurant really makes you 
appreciate Indian fine dining, your 
taste buds are in for a real taste 
explosion the meals melt in your 
mouth, the rice light and fluffy not 
sticky. For a meal you will remember 
and you’ll want to go back for more, 
so get yourselves down to Journeys - 
This train is a train you will never want 
to get off!! 


THE AWARD WINNING FINE DINING EXPERIENCE 
THAT WILL TAKE YOU PLACES 






Specialising in the most amazing dishes of India using fresh ingredients 
and the finest spices. All cooked by our world class chefs. 


TSTJ7T nm 

JOURNEYS 

For Bookings or Further Details Call 0121 552 2111 
870 Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury B69 4RS | Open 7 days A Week 


www.journeysrestaurant.co.uk 
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The Voice UK 
(ITV, 8.30pm) 

It's the first of the knockout 
shows as 12 acts sing for a 
place in the semi-finals. 
Coaches Jennifer Hudson, 

Will.i.am, Tom Jones and 
Oily Murs can pick only 
one act from their teams to 
progress in the competition, so 
there are some tough decisions 
to make. Helping them are 
guests Craig David, members of 
the Black Eyed Peas, Kylie 
Minogue, Leona Lewis and The 
Voice UK's reigning champion, 
Mo Jamil. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Classic Mary Berry. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 MasterChef. (R) 2.15 

MasterChef. (R) 3.15 MasterChef. (R) 

3.45 Wanted Down Under Revisited. 

4.30 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 

Wales v France (Kick-off 5.00pm). 

7.00 BBC News. 

7.10 Regional Programme. 

7.20 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
welcome Sam Nixon and Mark 
Rhodes, Ellie Taylor and Milton 
Jones, Jay Rayner and Thomasina 
Miers, and Paul Martin and Sara 
Pascoe to the general knowledge 
quiz. The famous faces must try to 
come up with the least likely 
correct answers to a series of 
questions posed to members of 
the public. 

8.10 Casualty. Rash’s new-found 
confidence is tested when he 
treats a prisoner, who also leads 
Gem into danger. Bea goes up 
against smarmy FI Eddie for a 
place on a coveted training course. 

9.00 Troy: Fall of a City. Paris finds 
himself on the run as a fugitive, 
hunted by Greek forces intent on 
avenging the slight that sparked 
the flames of war. Seeking a safe 
refuge, he returns to his shepherd 
roots and the hills where he grew 
up. Meanwhile, back in Troy, Helen 
is left without a single ally as 
Pandarus’s investigation gathers 
momentum, and the Trojans try to 
exploit divisions among the 
Greeks. Historical epic, starring 
Louis Hunter, Jonas Armstrong, 
Bella Dayne, David Threlfall, David 
Gyasi and Joseph Mawle. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Highlights of 
Bournemouth v West Bromwich 
Albion, Huddersfield Town v 
Crystal Palace, Stoke City v 
Everton and Liverpool v Watford in 
the Premier League. 

11.20MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. 
Highlights of Swansea City v 
Tottenham Hotspur at the Liberty 
Stadium and Manchester United v 
Brighton & Hove Albion at Old 
Trafford. 

11.50 Film: Gambit. (2012) Comedy 
remake, starring Colin Firth, 
Cameron Diaz and Alan Rickman. 

1.10 Weatherfor the Week Ahead. 1.15 

BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. (R) 7.10 
The Pets Factor. 7.30 The Dengineers. 
8.00 Absolute Genius: Monster Builds. 

8.30 Beyond Bionic. 9.00 Robot Wars. 

(R) 10.00 Gorilla Family and Me. (R) 
11.00 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

11.35 Cats v Dogs: Which Is Best? (R) 

12.35 Orson Welles: Talking Pictures. (R) 
1.20 Film: Waterloo. (1970) 3.30 Me and 
My Dog: The Ultimate Contest. (R) 4.30 
Final Score. 5.30 The Repair Shop. (R) 
6.00 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 

Whittingstall explores the 
Somerset Levels, where he visits 
Worthy Farm, home to 
Glastonbury Festival, before 
heading to the Secret World 
Rescue Centre. 

7.00 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the 
Lobby. Giles Coren and Monica 
Galetti head to the foothills of the 
Swiss Alps to experience health 
and wellness tourism at the Grand 
Resort Bad Ragaz. (R) 

8.00 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. The naturalist 
investigates whether animals and 
plants have developed an 
awareness of mathematics, 
including bamboos that flower 
exactly the same around the world. 
8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and the 
platoon are asked to provide a 
guard of honour for a train 
carrying George VI passing 
through Walmington-on-Sea. (R) 
9.00 Film: Suite Francaise. (2014) 
Premiere. Passion develops 
between a woman and the Nazi 
officer stationed in her home 
during Germany’s occupation of 
France. Second World War drama, 
starring Kristin Scott Thomas. 
10.40 Performance Live: Winged Bull in 
the Elephant Case. An immersive 
performance, combining dance 
choreographed by Wayne 
McGregor and others with music 
and spoken word, filmed 
underground and in London’s 
National Gallery. 

11.10 Film: Defiance. (2008) Three 
Jewish brothers escape into the 
woods during the 1939 Nazi 
invasion of Poland, and launch a 
series of guerrilla attacks on 
German forces. As word of their 
actions spreads, other refugees join 
them to form a larger resistance 
movement. Second World War 
drama, starring Daniel Craig. 

1.15 Civilisations. (R) 2.15 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Marvel’s Avengers: Ultron 
Revolution. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Bagel and Becky Show. 
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, Scooby- 
Doo! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 
11.20 Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 
11.50 ITV News; Weather. 12.00 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. Italy v Scotland 
(Kick-off 12.30pm). 2.25 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. England v Ireland 
(Kick-off 2.45pm). 5.00 The Chase. (R) 
6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
including footage of a golfer being 
surprised by an alligator, and a 
child being fired into a belfry. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway. George Ezra opens the 
show with a performance of his 
new hit, as well as joining Ant and 
Dec on stage for the End of The 
Show Show. Ashley and Jordan 
Banjo from dance troupe Diversity 
are pushed to their limits in the 
return of Get Out Of My Ear! 
Stephen Mulhern and Scarlett 
Moffatt join in the fun, 
andfanother player gets the 
chance to Win the Ads. 

8.30 The Voice UK. The first of the 
knockout shows as 12 acts sing 
for a place in the semi-finals. 
Guests include Craig David, 
members of the Black Eyed Peas 
and Kylie Minogue. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Fast & Furious. (2009) 

News of a friend's murder brings 
international fugitive Dominic 
Toretto back to his home city of 
Los Angeles in search of revenge. 

It is not long before his pursuit 
leads him to cross paths with FBI 
agent Brian O'Conner, and despite 
their hostile feelings toward each 
other, the pair work together to 
bring down those responsible. 
Thriller sequel, starring Vin Diesel, 
Paul Walker, Michelle Rodriguez 
and Jordana Brewster. 

12.45 Play to the Whistle. (R) 1.30 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00 Winter Paralympics Live. 8.00 
Winter Paralympics Breakfast. 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 
Frasier. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

11.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 Film: 
Casper. (1995) Supernatural family 
comedy, starring Christina Ricci. 3.20 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.25 
The Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 5.30 
Winter Paralympics Today. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Coastal 

Villages. The actress discovers 
the idyllic coastal villages of East 
Anglia. She travels by train to the 
Edwardian holiday resort of 
Weybourne, and goes dredging at 
Cley next the Sea. Penelope also 
hears a scandalous take in Stiffkey, 
and heads to Thorpeness, Suffolk, 
to visit a village inspired by the tale 
of Peter Pan. Finally, she takes in 
the ancient settlement of Dunwich 
and ends her journey at 
Walberswick. 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
explores the Severn Estuary, 
visiting the site of a medieval 
village that disappeared into the 
sea and finding out how important 
the ferry crossing at Aust once 
was. 

9.00 Film: Fantastic Four. (2015) 

Premiere. A gifted young scientist 
joins a secret project researching 
inter-dimensional travel, and 
return from a journey to another 
world granted superhuman 
powers. Their abilities make them 
the only hope for Earth’s survival 
when a colleague who was lost on 
their expedition returns to wreak 
vengeance. Superhero adventure, 
starring Miles Teller, Michael B 
Jordan, Kate Mara and Jamie Bell. 
10.558 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jon Richardson and Michelle Wolf 
take on guest captain Jonathan 
Ross with Johnny Vegas, while 
three-man comedy act Pappy’s 
helps out in Dictionary Corner. 

Last in the series. (R) 

11.55The Inbetweeners. The friends 
prepare for their exams. Simon 
makes progress with Carli by 
helping her revise, and the gang 
members get together to 
reminisce about the past year. Last 
in the series. (R) 

12.30 Winter Paralympics Live. 5.35 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.35 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.35 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.30 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

3.30 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 4.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 5.25 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 

6.25 5 News Weekend. 

6.30 FIA Formula E Live. The Punta del 
Este ePrix. Vernon Kay presents 
coverage of the sixth round of the 
campaign, which is held in Punta 
del Este, Uruguay. 

8.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Documentary giving an insight 
into cash-strapped Britain from the 
perspectives of debtors, creditors 
and those who collect the 
payments, including High Court 
enforcement bailiffs and 
repossession teams. The series 
follows each case as it unfolds, 
recording the thoughts and 
feelings on both sides, the process 
of repossession and the impact it 
has on all involved. (R) 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
of the weekend’s games, including 
Leeds United v Sheffield 
Wednesday at Elland Road, 
Barnsley v Millwall at Oakwell, 
Wolverhampton Wanderers v 
Burton Albion at Molineuxand 
Bolton Wanderers v Aston Villa at 
the Macron Stadium. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Oxford United v Peterborough 
United and Rochdale v AFC 
Wimbledon. 

10.30 Live: Hayemaker Fight Night. 

Matt Askin v Stephen Simmons 
and Joe Joyce v Donnie Palmer. 
Coverage of the respective 
cruiserweightand heavyweight 
bouts, which take place at the York 
Hall in Bethnal Green. 

12.00 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Cowboy Builders. (R) 4.45 
House Doctor. A compilation edition of 
the home improvement series, with 
interior designer Ann Maurice revisits 
some of her most striking 
transformations of kitchens and dining 
rooms. (R) 5.10 House Busters. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Kingdoms of Central America 
8.00 The Silk Road 9.00 Below the 
Surface 10.30 TOTP2 11.15 Irish Rock at 
the BBC 12.15 Top of the Pops: 1985 

1.15 Lost Kingdoms of Central America 

2.15 The Silk Road 3.15 T0TP2 4.00 
Close 

ITV2 

11.45 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.20 Film: License to Wed 
(2007) 2.25 FYI Daily 2.30 Film: License 
to Wed (2007) 3.05 Film: Dirty Dancing 
2: Havana Nights (2004) 4.10 FYI Daily 

4.15 Film: Dirty Dancing 2: Havana 
Nights (2004) 4.55 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 5.55 FYI Daily 6.00 Film: Evan 
Almighty (2007) 6.50 Film: Gravity 
(2013) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: Gravity 
(2013) 8.30 Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 

9.30 FYI Daily 9.35 Film: Pacific Rim 
(2013) 11.10 Family Guy 12.10 American 
Dad! 1.05 Action Team 1.35 Ibiza 
Weekender 2.35 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.10 Inspector Morse 3.25 Film: 
Columbo: Playback (1975) 5.00 Vera 
7.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 Inspector 
Morse 1.10 The Good Karma Hospital 
2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing Live from Uttoxeter. 

4.00 Film: How the West Was Won 
(1962) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: How the 
West Was Won (1962) 7.10 Storage 
Wars 8.00 Film: Jaws: The Revenge 
(1987) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 Film: Jaws: 
The Revenge (1987) 9.50 Film: Wanted 
(2008) 10.55 FYI Daily 11.00 Film: 
Wanted (2008) 12.00 Film: The Dictator 
(2012) 1.00 FYI Daily 1.05 Film: The 
Dictator (2012) 1.45 Minder 2.35 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.15 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 12.30 The 
Goldbergs 1.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.00 
Young Sheldon 2.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 4.00 The Great Celebrity Bake Off 
for Stand Up to Cancer 5.15 Extreme 
Cake Makers 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: The World’s End (2013) 11.10 
Gogglebox 12.15 Five Star Hotel 3.20 
Timeless 4.05 How I Met Your Mother 

4.45 Rude(ish)Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Rio (2011)1.00 Step Up All In 
(2014) 3.10 Hulk (2003) 5.50 Avatar 
(2009) 9.00 R.I.P.D (2013) 10.55The 
Pyramid (2014) 12.40 Citadel (2012) 
2.20 Maniac (2012) 4.00 Close 
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The Durrells 
(ITV, 8pm) 

New series. In the first episode 
of a new series, the family are 
surprised to find out that Leslie 
has three different girlfriends, 
so Louisa decides to take it 
upon herself to help him pick 
one by having each member of 
the family invite their favourite 
girl to afternoon tea. Larry 
injures his leg and Theo decides 
to use his newly set-up x-ray unit 
to try and examine it. 

Elsewhere, Gerry continues to 
grow his animal collection, 
Margo takes up a job as Theo's 
assistant, and Aunt Hermione 
arrives in Corfu for good. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 8.30 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. (R) 
9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 The 
Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Lifeline. 12.25 Songs 
of Praise. 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
MOTD Live: The FA Cup. Wigan Athletic v 
Southampton (Kick-off 1.30pm). 3.35 A 
Question of Sport. (R) 4.05 MOTD Live: 
The FA Cup. Leicester City v Chelsea 
(Kick-off 4.30pm). 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison travels 
to Pembrokeshire to assess the 
effects of recent storms on the 
area’s coastline. Adam Henson 
visits Scotland’s Rural College to 
look at the latest research into 
reducing farming’s impact on 
global warming, while Tom Heap 
looks at declining sales in lamb, 
and learns about the problems this 
has caused for the UK’s sheep 
farmers. 

8.00 Hold the Sunset. Bob suggests 
that Roger apply to become his 
mother’s paid carer - but the only 
problem is that she is in perfect 
health, so he needs someone 
more in need of support to pose as 
her. 

8.30 Film: Brooklyn. (2015) Premiere. 
An Irish woman living with her 
mother in the 1950s decides to 
make a fresh start in America. She 
makes her home in New York, and 
falls in love. However, her past 
catches up with her when she 
receives bad news from Ireland, 
and faces a harsh choice between 
her two homes. Drama based on 
Colm Toibin’s novel, starring 
Saoirse Ronan, Domhnall Gleeson, 
Jim Broadbentand Julie Walters. 
10.10BBC News. 

10.30Regional Programme. 

10.40 Paddy McGuinness’ Sport Relief 
Warm Up. The host rows, walks 
and jogs from his home to the 
Sport Relief studio in Salford, and 
along the way looks at highlights 
from past events and offers 
previews of Sport Relief 2018. 

11.40 Film: The Sentinel. (2006) A 
secret service agent is framed for 
murder as he tries to expose a 
neo-Nazi militant who has 
infiltrated the White House. Spy 
thriller, with Michael Douglas and 
Kiefer Sutherland. 

1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.05 Coast. (R) 7.05 The Instant 
Gardener. (R) 7.50 Gardeners’ World. 

(R) 8.20 Countryfile. (R) 9.15 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 10.45 Spring Kitchen 
with Tom Kerridge. (R) 11.30 Lorraine 
Pascale: How to Be a Better Cook. (R) 
12.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 12.45 
The Ladykillers: Pest Detectives. (R) 

I. 45 Pilgrimage: The Road to Santiago. 
(R) 2.45 Money for Nothing. (R) 3.45 
The World’s Most Extraordinary Homes. 
(R) 4.45 Back in Time for Tea. (R) 5.45 
Film: Catch Me If You Can. (2002) Fact- 
based drama, starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Tom Hanks. 

8.00 Top Gear. Matt LeBlanc tests the 
world’s fastest-accelerating car, 
with a little help from NASA. Chris 
Harris pens a heartfelt love letter to 
the Citroen 2CV, while Rory Reid 
samples some exciting cars from 
South Korea. Dara 0 Briain and Ed 
Byrne are the studio guests. 

9.00 Famously Unfit for Sport Relief. 
Entertainer Les Dennis, presenter 
Susannah Constantine, actress 
Tameka Empson and comedian 
Miles Jupp embark on a muscle¬ 
grinding mission to regain their 
fitness. Cameras follow the 
foursome over a 10-week period 
as they run, climb and swim their 
way back to fitness, culminating in 
one of the UK’s hardest and most 
demanding physical challenges - 
which sees the quartet tackle a 
muddy and exhausting assault 
course in freezing temperatures. 
The programme also features 
visits to two projects in the UK, 
illustrating some of the ways in 
which money raised through the 
fund helps vulnerable people. 
10.00The Mash Report. Nish Kumar 
and a cast of comedy 
correspondents present the 
satirical and surreal take on the 
week’s news. (R) 

10.30Top Gear: Extra Gear. Rory Reid 
puts his engineering skills to the 
challenge of building a rear wheel 
drive car. With guests touring car 
champion Chris Turkington and 
comedian Brennan Reece. 

10.55 Women’s Six Nations Highlights. 
Action from the final round of 
fixtures, which were England v 

I reland at the Ricoh Arena, Wales v 
France at Parc Eirias and Italy v 
Scotland at the Stadio Plebiscito. 

II. 25 Film: Being Blacker. (2018) 

12.55 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.55 Holby City. (R) 2.55 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Marvel’s Avengers: Ultron 
Revolution. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Teen Titans Go! (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.30 
Scrambled!: Spy School. 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Love Your Garden. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 10.55 The Voice UK. 
(R) 12.55 ITV News; Weather. 1.00 Ant 
& Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 

2.30 What Would Your Kid Do? (R) 3.30 
The Harbour. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 
5.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. (Ft) 
6.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 

Dogs. An abandoned puppy is 
brought in with a skin condition 
that is so severe the vets are 
unable to determine its breed, and 
Paul tries to prepare his dog for a 
neutering operation. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Celebrity Catchphrase. Stephen 
Mulhern hosts a celebrity special 
of the guessing game, challenging 
Chris Kamara, Stacey Solomon 
and Catherine Tyldesley to see it 
and say it. 

8.00 The Durrells. New series. In the 
first episode of a new series, the 
family are surprised to find out 
that Leslie has three different 
girlfriends, and Aunt Hermione 
arrives in Corfu for good. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. New 
series. Ruby encounters new 
challenges as a blistering 
heatwave hits Kerala, while Lydia 
decides she is ready for her first 
solo night shift. But when a storm 
hits Barco, Ruby faces an 
agonising test that stretches her 
medical skills to the limits. Return 
of the medical drama set in 
southern India, starring Amrita 
Acharia and Amanda Redman. 
10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. (R) 

11.15 Six Nations Highlights. Jill 

Douglas presents action from the 
final round of fixtures, featuring 
England v Ireland, Wales v France 
and Italy v Scotland. 

12.10 Marcella. (R) 1.00 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Take on the Twisters. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

6.55 Everybody Loves Raymond. (Ft) 
7.25 Mobil 1: The Grid. 8.00 Winter 
Paralympics Breakfast. 9.00 Frasier. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Winter 
Paralympics Today. 2.00 Winter 
Paralympics Closing Ceremony. 

Coverage from PyeongChang Olympic 
Stadium in South Korea. 3.15 Film: Epic. 
(2013) Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Amanda Seyfried. 5.15 The 
Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up to 
Cancer. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain’s Polar Bear Cub. Behind 
the scenes at the Highland Wildlife 
Park near Kingussie in Inverness- 
shire, following efforts to breed 
the nation’s first polar bear cub for 
25 years as keepers mate Arktos 
with Victoria. Cameras reveal the 
highs and lows of the staff’s 
attempts to breed one of the 
world’s most recognisable and 
endangered animals. 

8.00 Escape to the Chateau. New 
series. Series following a British 
family restoring a French chateau. 
As summer arrives, Dick 
Strawbridge and Angel Adoree are 
busier than ever with seven 
weddings and 14 food lovers’ 
weekends to prepare for. And as if 
that wasn’t enough to keep them 
busy, they must also sort out the 
garden, work on a stables 
conversion and embark on a 
surprising floating adventure. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie puts a plan in 
motion, Saul visits a source and 
Keane makes a desperate plea. 
Espionage drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Mandy Patinkin and 
Elizabeth Marvel. 

10.0513 Commandments. New series. 

A provincial Belgian town is rocked 
by the murder of a 16-year-old girl 
and the case takes a shocking 
turn. Crime thriller, starring Dirk 
Van Dijck. In Flemish. 

11.00 Film: Solace. (2015) A psychic 
helps the FBI to identify a serial 
killer, but realises the murderer 
has mental powers of his own. 
Crime thriller, starring Anthony 
Hopkins and Colin Farrell. 

12.55 The Last Leg. With guest Claudia 
Winkleman. (R) 1.50 The Job Interview. 
(Ft) 2.45 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 3.25 
Gillette World Sport. 3.55 Undercover: 
Who’s Policing Your Bank? - Channel 4 
Dispatches. (R) 4.25 Location, Location, 
Location. (Ft) 5.20 Food Unwrapped. (R) 

5.45 Kirstie’s Homemade Home. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 The Mr Men Show. (R) 

6.30 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The 
Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. 

(R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 
7.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.10 Thomas & 
Friends. (R) 7.25 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 
Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.50 Blaze 
and the Monster Machines. 8.10 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 8.30 Nella the Princess 
Knight. (R) 8.45 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (Ft) 9.15 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.30 Digby Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

10.55 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.25 Film: Getting Even with Dad. 
(1994) 1.30 Film: Richie Rich. (1994) 
Family comedy, starring Macaulay 
Culkin. 3.15 Film: My Girl. (1991) 

Drama, starring Anna Chlumsky and 
Macaulay Culkin. 4.15 5 News Update. 

4.20 Film: My Girl. (1991) Concluded. 

5.20 Film: Junior. (1994) Comedy, 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

7.20 Film: Jumper. (2008) A man 
discovers he has the ability to 
teleport, a talent he cleverly 
exploits to rob banks undetected 
while living a life of luxury all over 
the world. However, he soon 
learns he is not the only one with 
this power - and that a secret 
society of religious fanatics is 
determined to wipe out him and all 
of his kind. Fantasy thriller, with 
Hayden Christensen, Jamie Bell 
and Samuel L Jackson. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: The Equalizer. (2014) A 
retired secret agent applies his 
talents to the task of helping 
victims of injustice. When he 
witnesses a prostitute being 
beaten up by a pimp, he kills the 
man, an act that draws him into a 
battle to the death with a Russian 
crime syndicate. Action thriller 
based on the 1980s TV series, 
starring Denzel Washington and 
Chloe Grace Moretz. 

10.005 News Update. 

10.05Film: The Equalizer. (2014) 
Concluded. 

11.35Film: The Expendables 2. (2012) 
The mercenary team battles a rival 
band of hired guns who have killed 
one of their number. Action thriller 
sequel, starring Sylvester Stallone 
and Jean-Claude Van Damme. 

1.35 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 4.00 World’s Most 
Pampered Pets. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Ancient Greece: The 
Greatest Show on Earth 9.00 Andrew 
Marr on Churchill: Blood, Sweat and Oil 
Paint 10.00 Film: 13 Minutes (2015) 

11.45 The Riviera: A History in Pictures 

1.45 Ancient Greece: The Greatest Show 
on Earth 2.45 Andrew Marr on Churchill: 
Blood, Sweat and Oil Paint 3.45 Sounds 
of the Seventies 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

12.55 The Voice UK 2.55 Film: Happy 
Feet (2006) 3.55 FYI Daily 4.00 Film: 
Happy Feet (2006) 5.05 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania 2 (2015) 6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 
Film: Hotel Transylvania 2 (2015) 7.00 
Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor (2008) 8.00 FYI Daily 8.05 
Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor (2008) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 
12.25 Film: Keith Lemon: The Film 
(2012) 1.30 FYI Daily 1.35 Film: Keith 
Lemon: The Film (2012) 2.05 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 
ITV3 

7.00 Murder, She Wrote 8.00 Paul 
O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00 
Joanna Lumley’s Trans-Siberian 
Adventure 10.00 Film: The Theory of 
Everything (2014) 12.30 Inspector 
Morse 2.25 Blue Murder 3.40 Rising 
Damp 4.05 Road to Avonlea 
ITV4 

11.50 FYI Daily 11.55 Film: How the 
West Was Won (1962) 2.00 Goodwood 
Members Meeting. 4.00 Hornblower 
6.10 Film: On Her Majesty’s Secret 
Service (1969) 7.25 FYI Daily 7.30 Film: 
On Her Majesty’s Secret Service (1969) 
9.00 Film: Windtalkers (2002) 10.00 FYI 
Daily 10.05 Film: Windtalkers (2002) 
11.50 Film: Above the Law (1988) 12.50 
FYI Daily 12.55 Film: Above the Law 
(1988) 1.55 River Monsters 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.20 The Big Bang Theory 4.20 The 
Goldbergs 4.50 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.50 
Young Sheldon 6.20 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.50 Film: School of Rock (2003) 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Film: 2 Guns (2013) 12.10 The Big Bang 
Theory 1.05 Five Star Hotel 3.00 First 
Dates Abroad 3.25 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

1.00 Anastasia (1997) 2.50 Bridge to 
Terabithia (2007) 4.40 One Fine Day 
(1996) 6.50 Crocodile Dundee II (1988) 
9.00 Terminator Genisys (2015) 11.25 
The King’s Speech (2010) 1.40 Force 
Majeure (2014) 4.00 Close 


DAYS TRIPS 

FOR SUMMER 2018 

A/oti t>\ocnw\c Out Moim ! . 

Choose from 10 convenient local boarding points or you can park for FREE 
at our depot in Kidderminster (all prices include admission where applicable) 



Date 

Destination 

Price 

Tue 20 Mar 

Shugborough Estate 

£29 

Sun 25 Mar 

Penrhyn Castle & Bodnant Garden Conwy 

£44 

Wed 28 Mar 

Newark on Market Day & Newark Air Museum 

£29 

Sat 31 Mar 

Llangollen and Stream in the Sky 

£38 

Sat 1 Apr 

Tornado at the East Lancashire Railway 

£46 

Mon 2 Apr 

Weston-Super-Mare via Wye Valley 

£19 

Wed 11 Apr 

Highclere Castle 

£39 

Sat 21 Apr 

Chester with a Guided Coach Tour 

£24 

Sun 22 Apr 

Tower of London & London 

£46 

Tue 24 Apr 

Vale of Evesham Blossom Trail 

£28 

Thu 26 April 

Call the Midwife Tour, Chatham Dockyard 

£46 

Fri 27 April 

Toby Bucklands Garden Festival 

£30 

Sat 28 April 

Bowood House & Woodland Garden 

£35 






0845 619 3516 

www.whittlecoach.co.uk 

Book Online and Save £1! 


HUGE NEW SHOWROOM 

NOW OPEN (NEXT TO THE RANGE) 




WASHING 

MACHINES 



WASHER 

DRYERS 


DISHWASHERS 


TUMBLE 

DRYERS 


ELECTRIC COOKERS 


GAS 

COOKERS 


TABLETOP 

COOKERS 


CERAMIC HOBS 



BUILT IN 
MICROWAVES 



SINGLE OVENS 


COOKER HOODS 


BUILT-IN 
DOUBLE OVENS 



UNDER COUNTER CHEST 

FRIDGES FREEZERS 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 


MICROWAVES 


GAS HOBS 


BUILT UNDER 
OVENS 


HUGE RANGE COOKER DISPLAY - WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 




Proud supporters of 
Kelp 

Help OThett 



empire appliances 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 


Telephone 01543 502536 


Unit 3 Venture Centre (Next to the Range Warehouse) 

Green Lane, Cannock, WS110JJ 

Email: sales@empireappliances.co.uk Website: www.empireappliances.co.uk 
| empireappliances Delivery and Installation available on all appliances 
OPENING HOURS Monday-Saturday 9-6pm Sunday 10.30-4.30pm 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

A Deadly Affair, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

Suspecting her husband Charlie of having an affair, 
author Mary trails him to the house he has been 
renovating, only to find his dead body. As she is 
having her own fling, Mary becomes the lead suspect 
in her spouse’s murder. Thriller, starring Valerie 
Azlynn, Austin Highsmith and Luke Edwards. (2017) 

TUESDAY 

The Expendables 3, Channel 5,10pm 

Soldier of fortune Barney Ross discovers an old friend 
he was forced to kill is still alive, and has become a 
powerful arms dealer with vengeance on his mind. 
Barney is forced to recruit a new band of mercenaries 
and adopt more modern tactics to deal with this threat 
to him and his past associates. Action thriller sequel, 
starring Sylvester Stallone and Mel Gibson. (2014) 




y 




Under Siege, Thursday, Channel 5, 10pm 


WEDNESDAY 

A Walk Among the Tombstones, Channel 5, 9pm 

An ex cop working as an unlicensed private eye is 
hired by a drug trafficker to find the men who 
murdered his wife. As the detective investigates the 
case, he discovers the men he is tracking have killed 
many times before and takes desperate measures to 
stop them claiming another victim. Crime thriller 
based on Lawrence Block’s novel, starring Liam 
Neeson and Dan Stevens. (2014) 

THURSDAY 

Under Siege, Channel 5,10pm 

Terrorists infiltrate a US battleship in a carefully 
orchestrated move to steal its arsenal of nuclear 
weapons, unaware the ship’s resourceful cook - a 
veteran US Navy Seal - and a scantily clad stripper 
are about to foil their plans. Action adventure, starring 
Steven Seagal, Erika Eleniak, Gary Busey and 
Tommy Lee Jones. (1992) 

FRIDAY 

The Net, Channel 4,12.10am 

A computer analyst has to prove her true identity 
after her details are replaced by a false police 
record on the national database. Thriller, with Sandra 
Bullock, Jeremy Northam, Dennis Miller and Diane 
Baker. (1995) 


The stars are out to shine in 
the aid of a good cause 


hether you’re a couch 
potato or a seasoned 
sprinter, we hope you have 
been on your feet this week and 
making your steps count. 

In the lead up to tonight’s Sport 
Relief, the Billion Steps Challenge 
has been taking place as the British 
public have been encouraged to get 
active, have fun and raise cash to 
help people living tough lives both 
in the UK and around the world. 

For the first time, tonight’s show 
comes live from Salford, with the 
mayhem beginning at 7pm as Gary 
Lineker, Davina McCall and Ore 
Oduba welcome viewers. 
Throughout the night, the baton is 
then passed to Paddy McGuinness, 
Claudia Winkleman and Freddie 
Flintoff as they guide viewers into 
the early hours. 

As is always the case with Sport 
Relief, a host of famous faces will be 
stepping into unfamiliar territory, all 
in the name of entertainment and 
fundraising. 

Celebrity Boxing makes a 
comeback, as six fearless stars don 


their gloves and mouth guards and 
take to the ring for a triple-bill of 
bouts. Wayne Bridge faces Spencer 
Matthews, Hannah Spearritt goes 
head to head with Vanessa White 
and Camilla Thurlow takes on Helen 
Skelton. 

Also during the evening, 
comedian John Bishop lands a role 
he could only have dreamt of and 
sets out on a mission to help 
England win the World Cup. 

We’ll see a Clash Of The Channels 
Boat Race, while Sue Barker hosts a 
special edition of quiz A Question of 
Sport. 

There will be regular visits to 
5-Live-A-Side outside the studio, 
where Robbie Savage’s celebrity 
all-star team are attempting a 
whopping 12 hours of non-stop 
football. 

Strictly Come Dancing brings a 
welcome dose of glitz and glamour 
to the evening as three football 
legends - Alex Scott, Chris Kamara 
and David Ginola - don their 
sequins and show us their fancy 
footwork. 


Throughout the night, there will be 
a look into how money raised 
through Sport Relief can help 
vulnerable people in the UK and 
across the world to live happier, 
healthier, safer lives, with a special 
focus this year on maternal health, 
malaria and mental health. 

There will be updates on Zoe Ball 
who has been taking part in a cycle 
challenge from Blackpool to Brighton 
to raise mental health awareness, 
after the death of her boyfriend, 
cameraman Billy Yates, last year. 

Zoe says: “I wanted to do 
something for him. One in four 
people is living with mental illness. 
That’s a lot of people struggling.” 

In 2016, Radio 1 DJ Greg James 
finished five triathlons in five days in 
five cities and raised over £750,000. 

This year, he has taken part in 
another epic challenge, officially 
named Pedal To The Peaks, but 
nicknamed the Gregathlon. 

He said: “My last challenge was 
unbelievably difficult but I think 
we’re about to top it. This challenge 
is even more ridiculous.” 




The biennial fundraiser, Sport Relief 2018, Friday, BBC1,7pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Marcella 
I TV, 9pm 

Retracing the route of the lorry and the car from the 
train crash, the team is able to deduce the area in 
which Adam was picked up and the vehicle was 
stolen. Officers are dispatched to the area and 
come across an old abandoned house with a 
bloody handprint on the door and what they find 
inside the house shocks Marcella and Rav to their 
core as the true scale of the killer’s crimes become 
apparent. 

TUESDAY 

The World’s Ugliest Pets 
I TV, 8pm 

The Internet is awash with pictures of perfect pugs, 
cutesy kittens and beautiful bunnies. But what about 
the ugly ones? This one-off programme celebrates 
the pets who haven’t been blessed with beauty, as 
animal lover Caroline Quentin shares her love for 
‘fugly’ (fabulously-ugly) furry friends. The show 
features everything from hairless guinea pigs to one- 
eyed dogs and follows Caroline as she journeys to 
the mecca of mutt-ugly animals: The World’s Ugliest 
Dog Contest in Petaluma, California. Starting her 
journey in the UK, Caroline meets some of the 
country’s ugliest pets and explores why Brits love an 



THURSDAY 

Martin Luther King by Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

Throughout his career, Trevor McDonald has met 
many remarkable people. However, there is one man 
who he always wishes he could have spoken to - 
Martin Luther King. The American civil 
rights leader was assassinated on 
April 4, 1968, and as the 50th 
anniversary approaches, McDonald is 
travelling to the Deep South of 
America to learn more about the 
man who meant so much to him. 

The broadcaster also discovers more 
about what King was fighting 
against, as he speaks to an 
expert on the horrors of 
lynching in 
20th-century 
America and meets 
a former Ku Klux 
Klan member who 
confesses there 
was a time when he 
would have targeted 
him because of 
I the colour of his 
skin. 


underdog. Then she will choose the UK’s ugliest 
pooch to represent the nation, before crossing the 
Atlantic to California, along with the dog and its 
owner, to fly the flag for Britain’s ‘fugly’ pets. 


WEDNESDAY 

Zoe Ball’s Hardest Road Home 
BBC1, 9pm 

It’s Sports Relief this week and one celebrity 
who’s been doing more than her bit is Zoe Ball. In 
a bid to raise money - and show how that cash 
helps to support mental health projects across 
the UK - the Radio 2 presenter set out to cycle 
from her birthplace of Blackpool to her beloved 
hometown of Brighton. It’s a grueling 
undertaking for a novice cyclist, 
especially given the unpredictable 
nature of the weather over the past 
few weeks, but how did Zoe get on? 

This documentary follows her 
progress as she pushes herself to 
the physical and emotional limit - 
although on the plus side, at least 
she gets to pass some historic 
sites and iconic landmarks along 
the way. We’ll also get an insight 
into what motivated Ball to take 
on such a huge challenge. 


FRIDAY 

Live International Football 
ITV, 7.30pm 

Netherlands v England (Kick-off 7.45pm). Mark 
Pougatch presents all the action from the friendly at 
the Johan Cruyff Arena, as England began 
preparations for the World Cup. Gareth Southgate’s 
men qualified for the finals unbeaten, but he will still 
feel there is room for improvement as he looks to 
find his strongest team ahead of the finals in 
Russia. Despite finishing third four years ago and 
as runners-up in 2010, the Dutch have failed to 
qualify for the World Cup this time around and are 
now looking to rebuild under the guidance of new 
manager Ronald Koeman, who had spells as boss 
of Southampton and Everton. With analysis from 
Ian Wright, Lee Dixon and Patrick Kluivert, and 
commentary by Clive Tyldesley and Glenn Hoddle. 

Britain’s Favourite Food 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Simon Rimmer looks at some of the nation’s 
favourite branded foods, which found fame in a past 
era. In the first of two programmes, the cook and 
restauranter tells the story of Angel Delight, revisits 
the golden summer of 1979 with lollies like Zoom 
and Fab, relates the amazing tale of Blue Nun and 
the wine the French allegedly adored - Le Piat d’Or. 




YOUR BUSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 

2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 

4. POST PRODUCTION 

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 

CALL 



Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS' 



We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

Funerals From £1395 Including Disbursements 


2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
24 Hour Service 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


MNA DIGITAL 















BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

z 
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o 

3 

J 

N 

5 

G 

6 ^ 

7 

B 

8 

E 

9 

L 

10 

W 
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u 
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A 
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X 

14 

H 

15 
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16 
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K 
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D 

26 
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R 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Where they are 
well-endowed 
to deal with 
complaints? (6,6) 

7. Some support for 
the workers (5) 

8. A quaintly pleasing 
French accent (5) 

9. Finished up with 
paid help (3) 

10. Finished after only 
half the distance 
and stretched out 

O) 

11. Country hat (6) 

12. Hang about as 
many fish (6) 

15. Little known, but 
giving one credit (9) 

17. No alternative (3) 

18. One is about to 
make a racket (5) 

19. Put a watch on (5) 

21. Condenses Enid’s 

solo act, perhaps 

( 12 ) 


Down 

1. Successor clearly 
seen (4,8) 

2. Food and drink (3) 

3. Don’t agree it’s 
rubbish (6) 

4. Deadlock with an 
old friend (9) 

5. Drinks and a 
sandwich (5) 

6. A quality we don’t 
care to show (12) 

7. Battle for the 
chairman’s seat? (5) 

10. Bullies those who 
work around the pit 
(9) 

13. Ridiculed a 
conductor, we hear 
(5) 

14. He has a part in a 
Shakespeare play, 
but may be fired (6) 

16. The atmosphere in 
a small company 
may be capital (5) 

20. It’s not sensible to 
stop up (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. U.S. port (3,9) 

7. Later (5) 

8. Coach (5) 

9. Fasten (3) 

10. Perfume (9) 

11. One who goes naked (6) 

12. Amend (6) 

15. Tomb (9) 

17. Tavern (3) 

18. Boxing ring (5) 

19. Sea (5) 

21. In various places (4,3,5) 


Down 

1. Meteor (8,4) 

2. Decay (3) 

3. Usual (6) 

4. Interpose (9) 

5. Fetter (5) 

6. Endless (12) 

7. In front (5) 

10. Continuous shooting (9) 

13. Constellation (5) 

14. Flung (6) 

16. Portion (5) 

20. Consume (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Fairway; 8 Reason; 

9 Upstart; 10 Tuscan; 11 Reeled; 12 Organdie; 
18 Fatalist; 20 Manage; 21 Skater; 22 Straits; 
23 Intone; 24 Addenda. Down: 1 Oration; 

2 Passage; 3 Domain; 5 Apparent; 6 Rather; 

7 Agreed; 13 Defeated; 14 Fiction; 15 Started; 

16 Matted; 17 Garage; 19 Asking. 

QUICK - Across: 4 Variety; 8 Opined; 

9 Account; 10 Cougar; 11 Spined; 12 Penitent; 
18 Commence; 20 Colour; 21 Struck; 

22 Comical; 23 Detain; 24 Lengthy. 

Down: 1 Concept; 2 Piquant; 3 Depart; 

5 Accustom; 6 Ironic; 7 Tinged; 13 Encroach; 
14 Inhuman; 15 Weakens; 16 Morose; 

17 Coming; 19 Mutter. 


Quiz 


Niner 


i. 

In the Arabian Nights, how many journeys 
did Sinbad make? 

6. 

Which drug yields both morphine and 
codeine? 

Last week’s solutions: 

2. 

What is the administrative capital of 

Bolivia? 

7. 

Which architect designed London’s 
Chelsea Hospital? 

Quiz: 1 Kentucky Derby; 2 Pandora; 3 Assyrian; 

3. 

Which US state is nicknamed the Beehive 
State? 

8. 

9. 

What is the longest river in Europe? 

Who was the Roman god of fire and 

4 A lizard; 5 Fremantle; 6 Judo; 7 Tree; 8 US 

4. 

What is the Lord Chancellor’s seat in the 
House of Lords called? 

10. 

destruction? 

Which Canadian territory’s capital is 

Independence; 9 Zaire; 10 Ceefax. 

5. 

What is the capital of Rwanda? 


Whitehorse? 

Niner: MANGROVES 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

2785328 gives a British city, 

6422 gives a second British city, 

123496 gives a British town. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Reliable people to deliver 
This Chronicle Newspapers, 
Magazines and Leaflets. 

^ .. . 




If you are over 13 years of age 
and would like the opportunity 
to earn some extra money 
contact us with: 

• YOUR NAME 

• DATE OF BIRTH 

• ADDRESS 

• TELEPHONE NUMBER 


Call 01902 319990 or email: 
marie.dai'ling@expressandstai'.co.uk 


In association with 

CHRONICLE 


5?7 



Terracotta Warriors 

in Liverpool 

Departing Sunday 19 Aug 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Entrance to the Terracotta Warriors exhibition 
at the World Museum, Liverpool 


The Good Old Days 

City Varieties Music Hall 

Departing Sunday 23 Sep 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel in Yorkshire 

✓ Ticket to The Good Old Days at the City 
Varieties Music Hall (Upper Circle, Side Circle or 
Side Stalls) 

✓ Free time in Leeds & Harrogate 


2 Days 

by Coach 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 135 


DISTRIBUTION 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

or visit online at justgoholidays.com/RT minutes package 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 
minutes packages otherwise standard i 
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Brighton breezy and runaway success 


RUNNING around a 13-mile course in the 
cold would not be everyone’s ideal way to 
spend a Sunday morning. 

But when it’s in Brighton it makes it all worthwhile. 

With a daughter at university in the south-east 
city, we have become frequent visitors in the last few 
months. 

So taking on the Brighton Half Marathon, its 28th, 
seemed the perfect excuse to spend another weekend 
there. 

It was fresh as literally thousands of runners took 
their places, but the atmosphere was tremendous, with 
well-wishers cheering on the runners, random children 
high-fiving and strangers offering energy-boosting jelly 
babies. 

And of course, it gave participants the chance to see 
the sights of the beautiful city, including the Sea Life 
Centre, Royal Pavilion and the British Airways i360. The 
route even takes in Hove and its colourful beach huts. 



Take time for a stroll along 
Brighton Pier 



• fear 



MERGED 

Brighton and Hove merged in 1997 and was given 
city status in 2000. Of course, one doesn’t necessarily 
need to take the muscle-sapping half marathon route to 
enjoy what the city has to offer. The i360, for example, 
offers an all-round view of the city and even of the Isle 
of Wight. 

There’s the largest marina in the UK, with its working 
harbour, residential housing and entertainment 
including glow in dark golf, cinema and eateries. 

The Lanes shopping area features niche retail 
outlets and pubs, while the city is also home to the 
Brighton Dome, where Abba won Eurovision in 1974 
with Waterloo. And it’s home to Premiership football, of 
course. 

Music still plays a big part in the city’s culture today. 


Bands The Kooks, Levellers, Royal Blood and Brit 
award-winning Rag n Bone Man all hail from the region. 
As does celebrated DJ Norman ‘Fat Boy Slim’ Cook, 
who was also running in the half marathon with his 
teenage son Woody. 

The history of Brighton as a holiday destination of 
repute dates back to Prince Regent, later George IV, 
who established himself there in late 18th century, and 
commissioned leading architect John Nash to create the 
iconic Royal Pavilion as his seaside retreat. 

By 1814 the rail line opened and mass tourism was 
encouraged. Brighton continued to prosper even after 
Queen Victoria sold the pavilion. Many landmarks were 
built during her reign including the listed Palace Pier, 
the last one standing of three such structures. 

The city, aka London by the Sea, attracts visitors 
all year round with entertainment including England’s 


largest arts festival, Pride, and a series of London to 
Brighton runs in the form of vintage cars and scooters, a 
nod to the 1963 film Quadrophenia, set in the city. 

Also dating back centuries is the Old Ship, the city’s 
oldest hotel, established in around 1559. We stayed in 
the imposing seafront premises, which has more than 
340 rooms, a gym and features the listed Assembly 
Rooms. 

Impressive, both from the outside and within, our 
splendid room had a sea view and the staff were so 
accommodating, allowing me take breakfast away to 
eat after the run, and putting back our checkout time to 
allow me to come back and shower afterwards. 

Brighton breezy it may have been, but we are already 
planning our next trip back. 


MARK SHIPP 




Stai^TraveL 


Hand picked holidays with you ii 


L 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Kt* 


Ultimate Emmerdale 

Studio, Village & Meet a Star 

Departing Saturday 19 May 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Royal Ascot Ladies Day 

Departing Wednesday 20 Jun 

from Brownhills, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Emmerdale Village 

Studio Experience & Harrogate 

Departing Saturday 14 Jul 

from Brownhills & Walsall 


Buckingham Palace 

& London 

Departing Saturday 11 Aug 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Yorkshire 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV Village 

✓ Timed admission to the Emmerdale Studio 
Experience 

✓ Exclusive meet and greet with Mark Charnock at 
the Bradford Hotel 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Admission ticket to the Windsor Enclosure at 
Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 

✓ En-route visit to Oxford 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Yorkshire 

✓ Timed admission to the Emmerdale Studio 
\ Experience 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV Village 

✓ Free time in Leeds and Harrogate 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 
miles of central London, with 3-course dinner 
and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission ticket to Buckingham Palace State 
Rooms with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in London 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 169 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 159 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 149 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 119 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 


Quote 

OMRT 


033 numbers are free within 
inclusive minutes packages 
otherwise standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT ® 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Modern end terrace 
family home lies 
on a corner plot 

This superb three-bedroomed modem family 
end of terrace house in Ferney Hills Close, 
Birmingham, lies on a corner plot and is modern 
and clean throughout. 

Coming with a garden, an en-suite to the master 
bedroom and designated parking, it is for sale 
through loveyourpostcode.com at offers over 
£219,950 with no chain. 

This property has great accommodation for a 
growing family and generous good size enclosed 
gardens. 

It is accessed by a garden path leading to front 
door. This opens into the entrance hall where you will 
find the cloakroom/WC and doors leading into a great 
lounge with ample light flowing through the window, 
and patio doors leading to garden. The kitchen is 
modern with built-in appliances. 

To the first floor there are three bedrooms - two of 
which are double bedrooms - one with an en-suite 
and a fitted wardrobe and the other having the 
benefit of a fitted wardrobe, while the third is a single 
bedroom. The family bathroom completes this floor. 

The enclosed rear garden is mostly laid to lawn 
and has a paving area. A loveyourpostcode.com 
spokesman said: “This functional space is low 
maintenance leaving more time to enjoy the sunshine 
when it finally makes an appearance.” 

The property has allocated parking and is located 
in the Nether Hall Park area of Great Barr. Nearby 
schools are Bellfield Junior and The Blue Coat 
School. 

loveyourpostcode.com opened its first estate 
agency in 2007 and has gone on to create a modern, 
award-winning approach to selling, renting and 
managing thousands of properties each year. Over 
the years it has benchmarked itself as one of the 
most recognisable independently owned property 
brands in Birmingham. It’s core values have never 
changed; they have always been there to deliver 
an exceptional customer experience based upon 
honesty and integrity. 

“Our local experts are provided on-going training 
and encouraged to follow a professional qualification. 
Today they proudly cover Birmingham, Sandwell and 
Solihull.” 


BIRMINGHAM £219,950 



KEY FEATURES 

Modern family home 
3 bedrooms 
Master en-suite 
Corner plot position 
Garden 




YOU DESERVE MORE 


% ISKgffi 


&UV $£|| invRfU Pro 


loveyourpostcode.conT 0121 544 9595 0800 862 0870 
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Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 



Forthcoming 
Auction 



96 HOLLY LANE, 
WALSALL WOOD, WALSALL 



57 LOTS INCLUDED 

For full details of our lots available, oT 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


TUESDAY 27TH MARCH 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 



LAND FRONTING CLIFTON LANE, 
WEST BROMWICH 


Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


132 HAMSTEAD HALL ROAD, 
HANDSWORTH WOOD 


I range of guide prices, is given to assist prospective purchasers. The guide price can be adjusted by the seller at any 

time up to the day of the auction in light of the interest shown during the marketing period and bidders will be 
notified of this change on our website and by the auctioneer prior to the lot being offered. 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 


e pric . , 

not always the case that a provisional reserve is agreed between the seller and the auctioneer at the start of marketing and the Final 
Reserve Price will be agreed between the auctioneer and the seller prior to the auction sale. Whilst the reserve price is confidential it will 
usually be set within the quoted guide range and in any event will not exceed the highest quoted guide price. 



48 CARNEGIE AVENUE, 
TIPTON 




105 FARM ROAD, 
OLDBURY 


1 PLEASANT STREET, HILL TOP, 
WEST BROMWICH 


LAND ADJOINING 1 MALLEN DRIVE, 
TIVIDALE, OLDBURY 


26 YORK ROAD, 
EDGBASTON 


24 WINCHESTER ROAD, 
WEST BROMWICH 


SDL 


AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


28TH MARCH 2018 

Aston Villa Football Ground 
Starting at 10:30am 


AUCTION 


117 LOTS 


To include properties on behalf of: 

Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Housing Associations 


I Blrminohim 




48 Corporation St, Wednesbury 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) 


106 Barrs Road, Cradley Heath 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


4 Hillbrow Crescent, Halesowen 10 Sheepfold Close, Rowley Regis 42 Westmore Way, Wednesbury 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 3 Bed Semi Detached House 3 Bed Detached House 

Guide: £60,000+ (plus fees) Guide: £29,000-£34,000 (plus fees) Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 



160 Bristol Road, Edgbaston 

Substantial 7 Bed Detached House 

Guide: £495,000+ (plus fees) 


19 Forge Road, Wednesbury 322 Birmingham New Rd, Coseley 

2 Bed Semi Detached House 3 Be . d Semi Detached House 

Guide: £19,000-£24,000 (plus fees) Guide: £94,000-£98,000 

(plus fees) 



32 Broughton Road, Handsworth 

A Substantial Mid Terraced 
House Converted into 8 Units 

Guide: £230,000+ (plus fees) 


284 Tat Bank Road, Oldbury 

3 Bed Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £14,040pa 

Guide: £84,000- £88,000 
(plus fees) 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 

(£) 0121 233 5046 Q www.sdlauctions.co.uk ^ @SDLA_Bigwood 


Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the quoted Guide Price. Therefore the property may not be able to be purchased at the quoted Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to 
change up to and including the day of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are subject to additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. For the Energy Performance Rating of 
each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. *Subject to obtaining necessary planning permission 
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Aeriels 

J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable sen/ice 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Builders 


HUNTER BUILD# 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits‘Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Carpentry 

Simply Doors Walsall 


Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 



External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Hou ; s 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX loam"-' 5 pm 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 


Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 



Carpets 


sflillf 



SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. I~i—I 


Help move heavy furniture, up lift 
plus take away old carpets 
plus Shave Doors 


Double Divan Bed 
Free Headboard 
2 Free Drawers 
' Was £699 NOW £399 


r m 


UP rq 1 


LIVERY- 
-AND SET 
S & SUITES 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


- 



3 Seater Sofa Divan Beds and 
only Mattresses 

£399 ,rom on| V 
£72 


Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


PLUS FREE FITTING 

(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply) 


Check out our video and 5 star reviews on 1 
We cover all areas WWW.ablecarpetS.CO.Uk 


0121 S88 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 630 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Decorating 


Driveways 


Co our \ ’one 


and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



f 



M J DECORATING 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

Interior and Exterior Decorating 
Plastering • Carpentry Work 
y Fully Qualified S Insured S Est 20 yrs 

Telephone: 0121 531 7129 
Mobile: 07522 298327 


Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 
competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 



M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Garage Doors 



L M S 

GARAGE DOoA 

All types til doors 
supplied and fittfS 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey ana 
quote call 

0121 S59 045S 
07592 118707 



Weed-free paving* No maintenance 
Non-sinking* Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 


Free Quotes 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 


Electricians 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 

h ■ 1 - ■ 1 - ' 


Ring Tony or Julie on 


07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 



Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

S 

Registered Company EPP31221 



MB ) electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 

Home rewiring from £800 


For a high quality 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 



mbelectric. co. uk 


Gardening 


\rowan 

TR£E AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 

• Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, mm n 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ ^ 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 

Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 




TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing 

• Turfing All ARMS Tel: 0121 

• Slabbing bUl/tlttU 531 £295 

• Ornamental Gravel NO Job TOO Small q|< 

Driveways/Patios FREE 07866 

ESTIMATES 623841 


Cleaned 
> Gardens Cleared 
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Mobile Hairdresser 


Roofing 


Property Maintenance 


Skip Hire 


OBI LEH 
H AI RDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


Plumbing & Heating 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




[ 221874 ] 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Lon all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


RSb tXtegfflug & PQunCfliig 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS I 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


/safe l 

301067 


KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
6121 557 5958 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


ALL 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 




Telephone: 0121 5000915 Mobile: 07931344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

ELITES LAStTcS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
\ * Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 

S S**' v N P rem ' um Products Expertly Fitted 
* With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 /07985 575865 

www, eliteplasticsupvc. co.uk 


A1 Little Job Man 0 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

b Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 






RUSSELL SKIPS 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS^ 

(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


Plumbing 


H O U S E H O L D—^ 

f P l_ U l\/l B I N G\ 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs ( ^est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

l Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
V— www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 




Rubbish Removal 


Upholstery 


A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 


FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, •__ 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste 
to our fully licensed transfer station 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 


Tel 01215207731 “ 



EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 



ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



You should 
be able 
to trust the 
ads you see. 

If an ad is wrong, 

the ASA is here to put it right. 


ASA.org.uk 


V 

















































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 



I-X 


1 

Family 




jggjjjjgggj 

BATH CHAIR Lift, never used, suit 
elderly person was £400 new, sell 
£300. 0121 557 6825. 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

TGA Breeze 8mph Scooter, 
robust, fast, comfortable model, 
suspension, 20 stone capacity 
Free delivery. 

£495 ono 
07718 089131 



DOLLS HOUSE Emporium, Went¬ 
worth Court, part built, was £269 
sell £60 with some furniture. 

01902 827074 / 07900 780910. 



L Leisure 
Time 



CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590124226. 



SEARCHER 


2008, twin axle, 4-berth, fixed 
bed, very good condition. 


£9,500 


07831 325174. 


WESTFIELD 350 AIR AWNING, 3 

months old, bought brand new 
£850, sell £700. 0121 532 4110. 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 




Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside by waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 



TABLE TOP SALE 

Gospel Blue Ribbon Mission, 
Taylors Lane, 

West Bromwich, 

B71 4AL. 

Saturday, March 17. 

11am - 2pm. 



Free Ad: 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 




\ 

Book Fair 



BOOK FAIR Ki nver Community 
Centre, DY7 6ER, inc postcards. 
Sunday 18th March. Est 1979, 
Waverley. Next Antique Fair APR 
1ST. Home made refreshments. 
0121 550 4381. 

I X 


3 

Home & 
Services 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 


iTpS]SwJS|j 

Bmj 

M332I 


A MUST CLEAR FOR NEW STOCK 

AUTOS FROM £89, COOKERS, FIRES, 
FRIDGE FREEZERS, ALL DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AT SALE PRICE! 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 

01902 403770 



LARGE PLASTIC garden storage 
box, circular tables plastic/wooden, 
5 plastic chairs, garden recliner, 
£120 will split. 07494 570709. 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 
WS32BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 






Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

01922 712184 


C B SHEDS 
Si FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


CHESTNUT 
SHEDS AND 
FENCING LTD 


Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds, 
Summerhouses & 

All Garden Buildings. 

Super Quality/Competitive Prices 
Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available 
Unit 17, Oak Street, 
Quarry Bank DY5 2JH 
01384 913422/01384 569779 


www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 


TWO PIECES of artifical turf, one 5m 
x 4m approx, second 7ft x 7ft 
approx, £150 both pieces. 01922 
622767. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

Lady Buyer 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, 
any oriental items, old brass items, any 
silver items, War medals military etc. 

HOUSE CLEARANCES! 

.Call: 01922 495066 . 

w or 07971 783206 V 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



VINTAGE TOYS 


Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



NIKON ZOOM LENSE 80/400mm, 
as new. 

£425 ono. 

07812 739177 / 01922 611002. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 

v___ 


lAxJA/ivwimifi 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


\ 

Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 

I Building Services 


Davies & Son Buildi 


Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

Spring Offers! • Free Quotes 


07837 994465/01902 579592 


Building Supplies 

V ___ 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


Carpet Fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Driveways & Patios 


DRIVEWAYS 


The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways, 
Landscaping & more. 

We will Beat any iike forlike 
written quote 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PORTWRy 

FEfUCIIUQ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69'5 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 

Mon - Fri 8am - 4.. 

Sat 8am- 12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


Garage 

^ Conversions 


ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


\ 

Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


Gardening Services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
1 pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922 898 710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


\ 

Handyman Services 

v_ 

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes call 07497 826697. 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

House Clearances 

V 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 


"\ 

Kitchen Fitters 

v_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

\ 

Lock Services 

V 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

Painters/ ^ 

v Decorators 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 

\ 

Plans Prepared 

V_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

PROFESSIONAL HAND ink 

detailed drawings prepared. 01922 
684503/ 07730 888063. 

N 

Plastering 

v 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

\ 

Plumbing & Heating 

V 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING Allgas 
work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Ree 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 
Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 
01902 403823 07811 855231 



v, 

Removals 

\ 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


Rubbish Removal 

v_ 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


Skip Hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


AAA SKIP HIRE all sizes available, 
competitive prices : 01922 711411 
(option 2) or 07592 940556. 


G0LDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRING YOUR WASTE TO US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 557 3346 

82 Pikehelve Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 OTU 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


X 


Upholstery 

v___ 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


~ \ 

Service 

V_ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 



Pets & 

L Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



BABY BUDGIE hand tame with cage 
and all accessories, £65 ono. 
07716 847443. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



Business & 
L Farming 


Commercial 

Premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

HIGH STREET, WEST BROM, 

Modern Studio & 1 Bed Flats. 
Walking distance to town centre. 
Low rent / affordable deposit. DSS 
35 + welcome. Call 07967 016425 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

Uncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


J9accommodation.com 


MODERN 4-BED 
DETACHED HOUSE 

private drive, garage, 
unfurnished. 

The Oaks, Stafford. 
£795pcm. 
07971 560336. 


WALSALL rooms to let, £70 p/w inc 
all bills. DSS accepted. 

07825 581676. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Properties Wanted 


of purchase price 




WE RAY 100%^H 

FAST 4 Your House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

■ NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
> FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


01384500500 

www.black-countryhomes.co.il 


w.black-countryhomes.co.uk * subject to terms 

-Tffljff- 



CASH ADVANCE We can j 
NOW (in 24 hrs) beiyjoeir i 

* Free Solicitors • No Fees • Any House • Any Condition H0US6 HI J 

vmnEzmm 


MAuYeS/HOME BUYERS 

UBHUhfl I THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Valuation? Yes/ No Fees? Y Bs! Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 
Fas+ Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condi+ion? Yes/ 

6re+ your FREE, ins+an+ oash o-P-Per Today! 


Call0121 663 1797 

or text "Cash" to 66777 yeghomebuyerg.com | 




We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more- 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACTNOWpi 

Contact us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 


Jobs 


Electrical Contractor 
Birmingham City Centre 

**No Recruitment Agencies 
Need Apply!** 

We require 
SUB CONTRACT 
ELECTRICIANS 

for a shop fit out project. 
Salary: £17-19/hour 
7 days available per week. 

11 hours a day paid. 

Must have experience in this 
kind of work. 

Starts 1 st week in April. 

All enquiries please email 
birminghamproject@ 
outlook.com 


FUNERAL ARRANGER required, 
20hrspw, 9-1 pm and 1pm-5pm, 
Sandwell & Brimingham area, 
£8.25phr. No experience required, 
as full training will be given to the 
successful candidate . 

Telephone 0121 533 0241. 


Full Time General 


We are a Surfacing, Road Marking & 
Fencing Contractor located in the West Midlands 
and we are looking to appoint a 

Roller Driver - Experienced Labourer 

in our Surfacing department. 

This is a full time PAYE position and you will be required to work 
occasional weekends. 

The position will generally consist of the following requirements: 
Responsibilities and Duties 

• Observe all Health and Safety requirements and instructions at site. 

• Driving any plant / equipment as instructed, primarily a Roller. 

• Completion of paperwork and reports as instructed. 

• Follow instructions from Site Supervisor. 

• Ensure the work is carried out within the deadlines, safely, efficiently, 
and to relay information accurately to the Site Supervisor. 

• Wear the appropriate PPE. 

• Ideally based within 30 minutes travelling distance of Kings Norton, 
Birmingham. 

Qualifications and Skills 

• 1 + year Roller driving experience 

• Full UK driving license. 

• Works transport will be provided. 

• Valid relevant CSCS and CPCS cards. 

• Dumper driving experience/certificates would be advantageous but 
further training will be provided 

Benefits 

• Pension Scheme 

• Performance-related bonus scheme. 

• 30 days holiday including bank holidays. 

• Opportunity to progress. 

Required licences or certifications: 

• CPCS (Construction Plant Competence Scheme) 

• Driver’s License 

• CSCS card 

To apply please contact us using the following methods: 
Email: jo.moore@durolas.co.uk 
Telephone: 0121 458 7424 

Address: Durolas (Contractors) Ltd, 95 Frances Road, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DU 


Courses 



BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May (also 5-6 Sept.) 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July (also 17-18 Nov.) 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path accredited 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

ir,www.geopace.co m 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Full Time General 


MNA Media 


SENIOR REPORTERS 


The Express and Star is looking for Senior Reporters to join the news 
team of one of Britain’s biggest selling regional newspapers. 

The successful candidates will be multi platform journalists working for our 
popular daily title and award-winning website. 

Candidates should be enthusiastic, versatile, creative and prepared to go the 
extra mile to find the stories for our innovative and highly respected title. 

They must be accurate, multi-media skilled and be able to work calmly under 
pressure to meet tight deadlines. 

The roles, which involve shift working including evenings and weekends, would 
suit someone who is qualified to at least NQJ accredited senior journalist or 
equivalent with a passion for news. 

Anyone interested in applying should email 

Editor’s secretary Karen Baker at karen.baker@expressandstar.co.uk. 
Please indicate in your application if you have a driving licence. 

Closing date for applications: 6th April, 2018 

Owners of Express & Star Ltd and Shropshire Newspapers Ltd ExpreSS & Star STAR 


GO 

ALT 

THE ONLY READ FOR 
REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Express & Star 


TAXI OFFICE OPERATOR 

A reliable person required to take and pass 
bookings. Knowledge of local area and own 
transport would be an advantage. 
Experience preferred but not essential 
Main hours Fri/Sat 17.00 - 01.00 £7.50p/h. 
Additional day hours available. 

Waterfront Cars, Dudley DY2 ORL 
Email: ali.waterfrontcars@live.co.uk 
Tel: 01384 78781 or or 07956 285555 after 2pm 


Waterfront Cars 




Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


LOW MILEAGE 


MINI COOPER 

2006, silver with black roof, very 
low mileage, drives absolutely 
spot on, clean, tidy, 

£2,250 ono. 

07543 919296 


BARGAIN 


PEUGEOT 307 
1600 DIESEL 

2006 reg. 

5 door Estate. 
MoT'd. 
Runs well. 

£580. 

07587141101. 


GOOD RUNNER 


TOYOTA CAROLLA 

2.0 DIESEL T3 D4D 

2005, 140,000 miles, gun metal 
grey, needs slight attention to 
bodywork. 

£650. 

07858 484594 after 2pm. 


TOYOTA YARIS 
COLOUR COLLECTION 
MODEL 

2002, 5-dr, one owner, 
(now retired from driving) 
Always garaged. 

Well maintained, MoT'd, recent 
tyres and battery, alloy wheels, 
very clean. 

£950. 

01785 256183. 07908 815307. 




FORD KA 

34,000 miles genuine, 56 reg, 
history, full MoT. 

Lovely condition, 

£795. 

07512 325807. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


TOYOTA HIACE 

Long wheel base power van, 
silver, 2002, 2.5 diesel engine, 
103,000 miles, 12 months MoT, 
one owner from new, 

£1,700. 

01902 850971. 


VAUXHALL COMBO VAN 
1.3CDTi 

55 reg., 

118,000 miles, 

nine months MoT. 

£1,000 

07751 008389. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 





Local 

Information 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Horseley Road, Lower Church Lane, Park Lane 
East, Tipton) (Temporary Road Closures) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via the following roads in Tipton: Horseley Road 
(Railway Street - Mansion Drive) 22/03/18 and 23/03/18. Traffic will be diverted via 
Horseley Heath, Lower Church Lane, Horseley Road and vice-versa. Lower Church Lane 
(Millwright Close - Keelinge Street) 26/03/18 and 27/03/18. Traffic will be diverted via 
Horseley Road, Horseley Heath and vice-versa. Park Lane East (Station Street - Smith 
Place) 28/03/18 and 29/03/18. Traffic will be diverted via Station Street, Howard Street, 
Keelinge Street, Lower Church Lane and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, 
but the work is expected to be completed by 29/03/18 effective from 22/03/18. Purpose - 
trial holes associated with the proposed new Midland Metro line by Midland Metro Alliance. 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Jubilee Street, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding 
via Jubilee Street, West Bromwich. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 30/03/18 effective from 19/03/18. A diversion route will be 
signed for traffic via Heath Lane, Marsh Lane and vice-versa. Purpose - gas main renewal 
scheme by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Norman Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding 
via Norman Road, Smethwick (Pitcairn Road - Woodbourne Road). The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 16/03/18 effective from 16/03/18. 

A diversion route will be signed for traffic via Pitcairn Road, Abbey Road, Woodbourne Road 
and vice-versa. Purpose - works to replace a manhole cover by Amey for Severn Trent Water. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
0rder2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 


DC/18/61562 Mr Gerard Lyons 
Gould Singleton 
Architects 


Hadley Industries Pic 
Gaitskell Way 
Smethwick B66 1BF 


Demolition of fire service 
buildings and proposed 
extension to existing unit 
to include staff facilities, new 
gatehouse, 2 No. welfare 
blocks, security fencing, 
vehicle parking, landscaping 
and vehicle/pedestrian 
access. 


This is a major application. 

DC/18/61566 SMBC Homes Land At Strathmore 
and Communities Road, Kingsbury 
-Alan Martin 


Proposed construction of 63 
new dwellings comprising of: 
Road, Sandgate Road, 46 no. 2 bed houses, 11 no. 

3 bed houses and 6 no. 4 


Henn Street, Tipton bed houses. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via 
the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Grace Road, Tipton) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via Grace Road, 
Tipton from its junction with Highfield Road for a distance of 100m in a northerly 
direction. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed 
by 06/04/18 effective from 26/03/18. A diversion route will be signed for traffic via David 
Road, Highfield Road and vice-versa. Purpose - gas main replacement works by Balfour 
Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Park Street, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via 
Park Street, West Bromwich from its junction with Reform Street to its junction with 
Cooper Street. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 05/04/18 effective from 29/03/18. A diversion route will be signed for 
traffic via Cooper Street, Reform Street and vice-versa. Purpose - new service 
connections by Western Power Distribution. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Queensway, Oldbury) (Temporary One-Way 
Operation) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Queensway, Oldbury (Tame Road to Aldridge Road) other than in a northerly direction. 
Southbound traffic will be diverted via Aldridge Road, Brennand Road, Perry Hill Road and 
Tame Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 09/04/18, effective 
from 03/04/18. Purpose - gas main replacement works by Balfour Beatty for 
Cadent Gas Ltd. 


Accessories & 
Services 


WINTER TYRES. Continental 
195/60/14 Winter tyres, (4), Focus, 
etc. Hardly worn. Changed vehicle. 
£80. 07702 600743. 


Mobile Mechanics 


• MOT’S • Diagnostics 

MBMOTCKS i *™” 8 •»“ 

MOBILE MECHANIC Tyres Aut0 Electrlcs 

07809 871733 

mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk 

mbmotors@outlook.com 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250 
go to: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 




FreeAds 



AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 

FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 012T 620 2445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 
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The Potenz SOOI tyre 


Bridgestone tyres 
on new Renault 
Megane R.S. 

The New Renault Megane R.S. has been updated 
with state-of-the-art technology for greater 
agility, efficiency and driving enjoyment. These 
innovations still rely on the right tyres which is 
why Bridgestone engineered every aspect of the 
Potenza S001 to match the new design of the iconic 
French hot hatch. 

A tailored approach was a must for the New Renault 
Megane R.S. “This is a very different vehicle,” explains 
Laurent Hurgon, Renault’s development driver for the 
new model. “It has a more powerful engine and the 
suspension as well as the four-wheel-steering system 
have been recreated. Bridgestone engineered the 
Potenza S001 tyres to respond to this and maximise 
the benefits of these innovations.” 

Deliver 

As the exclusive producer of the 19” tyres that 
are standard fittings for the New Renault Megane 
R.S., Bridgestone wanted to create a tyre that would 
deliver every fraction of the power, control and sports 
performance the vehicle is capable of. 

“The Megane R.S. is a hot hatch. We designed the 
Potenza S001 on this basis. We put larger blocks on 
the outside of the tread pattern to improve dry handling 
and braking, and smaller blocks on the inside to 
optimise performance in the wet,” explains Christophe 
de Valroger, Vice President of Original Equipment for 
Bridgestone Europe. “This improved the contact line 
for a better connection with the road’s surface and 
better stability at high speed. It also increased the 
lateral forces, making it possible to corner quickly, a 
must for a hot hatch.” 

However, the innovations extended beyond tread 
pattern and groove geometries. The tyres are made 
from an advanced material compound and feature a 
reinforced sidewall, increasing the stiffness of the tyre 
carcass and improving responsiveness and cornering 
power. 

“We reduced the rolling resistance, keeping the 
Potenza S001 in line with regulations for today and 
tomorrow and obtained the EU Grade A label for wet 
grip,” explains de Valroger. ‘Designing and producing 
tyres in Europe for a vehicle being engineered in 
Europe allowed us to work closely together at every 
step.” 

The benefits of this approach were experienced 
by Laurent Hurgon too. “Bridgestone and Renault 
partnered on the previous generation of the Megane 
R.S., but this tyre took our collaborative efforts to a new 
level,” he says. “We were genuinely fine-tuning every 
little update with each other. You feel this incredible 
accuracy in the performance.” 

“The Megane R.S. was already an iconic hot hatch,” 
says de Valroger. “But with its new innovations and the 
Potenza S001, this reputation is bound to grow.” 

The 2018 Renault Megane R.S. will be available from 
dealerships now. 



Blistering Porsche-busting 
beast - the Audi TT RS 


By John Griffiths _ 

The bright yellow test car (even though it’s not my 
favourite colour) with its wide, low and aerodynamic 
shape looked alluring, an attraction to any petrolhead. 

But underneath the sleek surface the new Audi TT RS - 
the most powerful version of the iconic coupe ever - is a 
Porsche-busting beast: 0 to 62mph in 3.7 seconds and on 
to 174mph if you’re tempted to a track day. 

This £50,000 plus 2+2 (£62,815 with optional extras 
fitted to the test car) is a true RS: relatively subtle, perhaps 
even a little understated in its looks but as quick as some 
versions of the R8 supercar and at half the price. 

Under the bonnet, Audi has brought back its five 
cylinder petrol engine - a completely new version - with 
2,480cc, turbocharged to pump out 394bhp and a hefty 
480Nm of torque all the way up from 1,700rpm. 

Blistering 

A seven-speed, dual clutch automated gearbox (with 
paddles for manual mode) is extremely responsive - a 
powertrain combination which guarantees that blistering 
sprint time and G-inducing acceleration when you need a 
quick overtake. 

Neither would be as readily available (or as safe!) 
without Audi’s rally and race-proven quattro all-wheel 
drive system, complete with electronic locking differential 
for maximum traction and to keep you on the right track. 

The power steering is progressive, giving you a sharper, 
precise response on the open road while lightening up at 
slow speedsto make manouvring easier: very useful when 
you’re sitting on fat, low profile (245/35) tyres. 

For a car with such extreme performance, the TT RS 
is almost surprisingly easy to drive. Its suspension (a 
bit like the car itself) is a bit Jekyll and Hyde: it provides 
a supple and quiet ride even over poorly maintained 
urban roads (not always the case in such cars) while on 
faster stretches offering reassuringly accurate, roll-free 
cornering. 

The test car was fitted with Audi’s magnetic ride system 
(an extra £995 on the basic price) which not only allows 
the driver chose between a sporty (firmer) or comfortable 
ride, but is constantly adjusting the suspension’s damping 
forces to the current driving conditions. You don’t feel 
anything (except the result). I can’t comment on the RS’s 
ultimate handling and dynamic abilities, as the test drive 
was conducted on public roads, but the RS engineers do 
have years of experience in this field. 

The TT RS is relatively small and light, and with seven 
speeds and an electronic ‘brain’ the transmission 
choosing the optimum gear (plus its aerodynamic shape) 
the car has an official average fuel consumption of 
34.4mpg (super unleaded, of course). Whether you get 



The most powerful version of the iconic coupe ever 


that, of course, depends on how heavy your right foot is 
and how much you can resist unleashing some of that 
additive power. Even the soundtrack can get you hooked 
when the rev counter starts to climb and the RS Sport 
exhaust (a £1,000 option on the test car) raises its note to 
an adrenaline-producing snarl. 

A sizeable proportion of the £12,000 of extras on the test 
car was down to the fitting of ceramic brakes - a feature of 
racing machines and exotic sports cars because of their 
consistant, smooth and quiet performance even under 
the high temperatures generated by heavy of frequent 
use. This £4,685 addition requires only light pressure on 
the pedal for effective stopping: stamp on them and you 
could find yourself testing the efficacy of the seatbelts. 

Rather more surprising items appearing on the options 
list for a car in this class were electrically operated front 
seats (£800) and a tyre pressure monitor (£200). 

The TT RS’s cabin is a masterpiece of subtlety: sporty 
with aluminium trim and simplified, intuitive switchgear 
with Audi’s comprehensive digital instrument cluster 
which is arguably the best available. Then there’s the 
luxury leather, the well-shaped, supportive sports seats 
which are like a favourite armchair. 

The TT RS is the performancre flagship of a range which 
has now won What Car? Magazine’s best coupe title for 
16 years. Focusing on the 1.8 TFSI version, the testers 
praise the car’s ‘sweet, peppy engine that offers lively 
acceleration’ and the ‘truly special driving experience’ it 



The cabin is a masterpiece of subtlety 


imparts, helped by ‘lashings of style’ and ‘a classy interior’ 
with ‘robust-feeling build quality throughout, and Audi’s 
excellent 12.3in Virtual Cockpit instrument panel’. 

The TT also comes in roadster form, and with a 
choice of 1.8 or 2.0 turbocharged petrol engines, plus a 
turbodiesel option. 


Change of path suggested for maps 


A petition has been launched calling for motorcycle 
and scooter routes to be added to Google Maps in a 
response to the needs of 1.25 million British bikers. 

The platform has a facility for travel by car, train, bicycle 
and even plane but with no time estimates for motorcycle 
journeys, leading motorcycle insurance broker, Carole 
Nash, believes that bikers have been left overlooked by 
Google. 

With studies revealing motorcycle travel within major 
European cities can be up to two-thirds quicker than the 
same route by car, the Carole Nash petition suggests 
that journey time estimates should be changed for those 
travelling by powered two-wheelers. 

Rebecca Donohue, head of marketing at Carole Nash, 
said: “Google Maps is a useful tool for so many travellers, 
but it is baffling that motorcycle routes are not included 
within the service. With so many modes of transport 
already available, it seems like the logical next step for 
biking to be introduced too.” 

A study from Transport and Mobility Leuven revealed 
that if just 10% of cars on the road were replaced by 
bikes, this would reduce congestion for all road users by 
40%. By improving the tools available to bikers, Carole 
Nash believe that this will benefit road users as a whole. 


Rebecca Donohue adds: “We aim to provide 
motorcyclists with the best possible service and we think 
that campaigning for a tool that would help British bikers 
is another great way to do this. It isn’t just bikers who 
would benefit though - research has clearly shown how 
assisting bikers is to the advantage of cars, lorries and 
buses too.” 

Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA) CEO Tony 
Campbell says: “Government records show the number 
of people getting onto motorcycles and scooters has 
increased by 74% since 1996, so MCIA fully supports the 
call for Google Maps to introduce powered two-wheeler 
journey times. 

“Car journey times just aren’t accurate for riders of 
powered two-wheelers as they cut through rush hour 
congestion in the time you would expect to move in free- 
flowing traffic. This has been confirmed through a series 
of City Challenges in many European cities, including 
several in the UK.” 

Google has started initial trials of motorcycle routes in 
India, but there is currently no indication of whether the 
tool will be introduced to the UK or when British bikers 
might expect to benefit from the full implementation of 
motorcycle routes within Google’s mapping feature. 



Tool should help British bikers 

The petition also has the backing of British Superbike 
star Leon Haslam and record-breaking World Superbike 
champion Jonathan Rea. To view and sign it, visit:www. 
carolenash.com/insidebikes/news/carole-nash-launches- 
petition-motorbike-routes-added-google-maps/ 
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Howto 

improve a car’s 
performance 

by 70% 


The effectiveness consultancy Benchmarketing recently 
analysed what happens when companies include press 
advertising in their media mix. 

They looked at more than 500 econometric models, 
covering a five-year period and, as the table here shows, 
they found that adding newspapers dramatically 
increases the effectiveness of other media. 

In the automotive sector they reviewed companies that 
ranged from the big spending German goliaths of the 
industry to medium sized independent carmakers. 


And they discovered that by adding newspaper advertising to 
their campaigns, they cranked up their effectiveness by over 70%. 

Increased effectiveness using newspapers 

Retail Automotive Finance 

2.8x 1.7x 5.7x 

So, whatever the size your business or budget, 
get motoring into newspapers. 

For the full story and more details: 
newsworks.org.uk/effectiveness 



news media 

association 




First team manager Wayne Spicer 



Black Country Rangers players celebrate a goal 




The club’s new badge Black Country Fusion will come under the Black Country FC banner 

Growing team flies the 
flag for Black Country 


BLACK Country Rangers are on a mis¬ 
sion to become a major player on the 
non-league scene. 

While the action on the pitch may have been 
hampered by the recent wintry conditions, 
there has been plenty going on off the field at 
the ambitious West Midlands League club. 

Rangers run one side at the moment, in the Pre¬ 
mier Division, but are now expanding. 

They have agreed a merger with Sunday League 
side Black Country Fusion which will result in five 
adults teams - including a ladies’ side - while the club 
are in the process of setting up an academy. 

For good measure, to complete the re-brand job, 
they have a new badge and will be known as Black 
Country Football Club. 

Black Country Rangers will still exist as the first 
team but will be under the umbrella of BCFC. 

First team boss Wayne Spicer provided the initial 
spark for the ambitious plans. 

Spicer joined the club in a coaching capacity at 
the start of the season before taking on the assistant 
manager’s role and then moving into the hot-seat 
when former boss Lewis Jones stepped down. 

Challenge 

He quickly identified the need to expand and now 
the club’s hard-working board have taken up the 
challenge. 

“I just felt that if we want to be sustainable and de¬ 
velop things in the future then we need to be a club,” 
said Spicer. 

“At the minute we are not a club we are just one 
team, Black Country Rangers. 

“So we have decided to put a board together and 
add other teams to create one club. 

“We are merging with Black Country Fusion and 
we are starting an academy for six to 12-year-olds and 
looking at adding other youth teams. 

“We are looking to get other coaches on board and 
are going to be holding trials for different age groups. 

“If we are going to be an aspiring semi-professional 
team that wants to go as high as possible, then we 
need youngsters coming through. 

“We realise there is a massive gap between Sunday 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Liam Keen 


“This is something I was 
keen to drive forward and 
credit to everyone at the 
club because they have been 
working hard to get things off 
the ground.” 

league and the level we play at, what we have to try 
to do is bridge that gap. 

“Hopefully we can set up a reserve side in the fu¬ 
ture to help bridge the gap to the first team but top 
of the hit list at the moment is to get the academy up 
and running. 

“This is something I was keen to drive forward and 
credit to everyone at the club because they have been 
working hard to get things off the ground. 

“Pete Whitehouse, who is the head of the academy, 
has been working really hard and the chairman, Paul 
Garner, has been behind everything and really sup¬ 
portive. 

“The merger with Black Country Fusion has re¬ 
sulted in Skye Stewart coming on board and she has 
been absolutely fantastic in all aspects. 

“It will help build a more sustainable club instead 
of one team, as well as having 10 brains working on 
it instead of one.” 

Spicer added: “I’m very confident of how the 
merger will go, our main goal is to become one of the 
biggest clubs in the Black Country, playing football 
the right way.” 

Joining forces with Fusion has resulted in Skye 
Stewart become vice-chair of the club. 

And Stewart is aiming high. She said: “This bene¬ 
fits both clubs, we’re being ambitious and the merger 
can drive us forward instead of plodding along where 


we are. We want to stamp our mark on the Black 
Country. 

“We want the teams to do well, become well known 
in the region and grow a future for children in the 
Black Country. It’ll help with our sustainability,” she 
added. “It’s the start of our future and we want to 
take it as far as we can and be the next big club in the 
Black Country.” 

Chairman Garner is excited at what the future 
holds. He said: “This is something as a club we have 
been looking to do for a long time, we just needed to 
make sure we had the right people to meet this new 
challenge head on. 

“Non-league football is about people sharing a vi¬ 
sion and common goal and we feel bringing Skye on 
board, who has so much passion for the game and 
desire to improve on something successful she has 
already built, will only propel the club to greater 
heights. 

“We are excited about the future and any new chal¬ 
lenges that may lie ahead.” 

While the future is looking bright for the club, the 
present is not too shabby either. 

Promotion 

Spicer has wasted little time making his mark in 
only his second taste of management, having led West 
Bromwich United to promotion from Division Two 
and League Cup glory last season. 

Rangers are unbeaten in 13 games since he took on 
the lead role and their eye-catching brand of football 
has even been featured on Soccer AM, who showed a 
clip of a stunning team goal scored by Kieron Clarke 
against Malvern Town. 

A disappointing start to the season put paid to any 
realistic chance of challenging for the title, but a top 
four finish is still a possibility. 

“We didn’t have a great start but we have had a 
strong middle,’’said Spicer. 

“The best thing for me is that the boys have put 
their faith in me and bought into my philosophy. 
Credit to the boys for that. 

“We have set high standards and Graham Ward 
(assistant boss) has added his knowledge and experi¬ 
ence to the mix which will only help push us forward 
as a club.” 


Boxer in polished 
debut performance 

DEBUTANT Damien Kiwior caught the eye on fight night at Walsall Town 
Hall. Alex Florence, Tividale’s Ryan ‘Stewart’ Davies and Danny Ball of 
Kingswinford were all victorious on the ‘Class of 2018’ card. 

Despite a number of cancellations, organisers BCB Promotions made 
sure the show went on. Ledbury’s Florence, a 21-year-old super light¬ 
weight, put Czech Republic’s Jan Korec to the sword early, referee Kevin 
Parker bringing proceedings to an end in the first round. 

Davies recorded a first career stoppage, in four rounds over Birming¬ 
ham’s Myles Vale, while super welterweight Ball recorded a 39-38 victory 
after being taken the distance by seasoned Bolton fighter Chris Jenkinson. 

Topping the bill was Poland’s decorated amateur Kiwior, making his ea¬ 
gerly-awaited professional debut. He looked comfortable throughout his 
four round contest with Bulgaria’s Anatoli Lyubenov and recorded a 40-36 
victory. A moment’s reflection, and a collection, was held in memory of 
Reagan Asbury who died outside the venue in October. 


Princess Royal unveils 
uni's fitness facility 

A NEW Sport & Fitness Club at the University of Birmingham has been 
officially unveiled by HRH the Princess Royal. She unveiled a plaque and 
delivered a speech as part of a formal opening ceremony. 

The University of Birmingham’s Vice-Chancellor Professor Sir David 
Eastwood welcomed the Princess to the new facility before she was intro¬ 
duced to Chancellor Lord Bilimoria of Chelsea, Pro-Chancellor Ed Smith, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Myra Nimmo and Director of Sport Zena 
Wooldridge OBE. 

The royal visitor met students, athletes and staff and was given a tour of 
the facility, led by Zena Wooldridge, with visits to the 50m swimming pool, 
fitness studios, squash courts, the indoor multi-purpose arena and sports 
hall, climbing wall and performance centre. 

The Sport & Fitness Club opened its doors to students, staff and the 
community in May 2017, providing a new gateway to the University’s iconic 
Edgbaston campus. 


Gavin gutted as plug 
pulled on title bout 

BIRMINGHAM boxer Frankie Gavin’s hopes of a world title fight later this 
month have been left on the canvas by the loss of a major sponsor. 

The show at the Genting Arena continues with a strong line-up including 
four title bouts. But Gavin said he was devastated at losing the chance to 
fight for a world title. He was due to face African Bethuel Ushona for the 
vacant IBO Welterweight World title on Saturday March 24. 

But the team behind his big night - billed as ‘Now or Never’ - have been 
forced to pull the headline fight after a major sponsor failed to materialise. 
The show goes on with a full undercard promoted by Black Country Boxing. 

Gavin said: “I am absolutely gutted. To have the opportunity to win a belt 
and decent purse snatched away from me has left me devastated.” 

Kevin Baker, of BWI Promotions who were hosting Gavin’s fight, said the 
team was hopeful of finding another option for him in the spring. Tickets 
are still available at theticketfactory.com but anyone who has bought a 
ticket for [JGavin can obtain a refund by contacting their point of purchase. 
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Changes to 
league set 
for approval 

THE most radical shake-up to West Mid¬ 
lands club cricket in more than two dec¬ 
ades is expected to go ahead next week. 

Clubs are scheduled to meet for a 
Special General Meeting at Smethwick 
Cricket Club on Monday to vote on pro¬ 
posals which, if approved, would see the 
Birmingham League chopped in half for 
the 2019 season. 

Further measures would see second XI 
cricket moved back under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the regional county leagues, while 
a four-team play-off would determine 
promotion from those feeder leagues into 
the Birmingham League. 

Thought to be the oldest cricket league 
in the world, the Birmingham League 
has existed in its current format since 
1998 and consists of 48 clubs playing 
across four divisions. 

The Shropshire, Staffordshire, War¬ 
wickshire and Worcestershire leagues 
all feed into the ‘senior’ structure, which 
is accredited ‘Premier League’ status by 
the ECB. 

Under the restructure, the Birming¬ 
ham League would be reduced to 24 
clubs across two divisions, with clubs in 
the lower two divisions returning to the 
county leagues for the 2019 campaign. 

The plans were drawn up following a 
wide ranging ECB-driven consultation 
and are designed at improving the stand¬ 
ard of elite club cricket, along with play¬ 
ing facilities. A perceived need to reduce 
the travelling times to matches is mean¬ 
while behind the proposal to remove 
second XI cricket from the Birmingham 
Leagues jurisdiction. 

The four county leagues and five 
county boards - including Herefordshire 
- were all heavily involved in the origi¬ 
nal consultation and have approved the 
plans, which were first presented to Bir¬ 
mingham League clubs back in January. 

A similar proposal to reduce the size 
of the league was narrowly rejected fol¬ 
lowing a vote at last year’s AGM. It is 
understood the majority of clubs are now 
in favour of change and the plans are ex¬ 
pected to be approved. 

Brunt takes break 
from internationals 

ALBION’S Chris Brunt is taking a break 
from international football. 

The 33-year-old midfielder has not 
been included in Northern Ireland’s 
squad for the forthcoming match with 
South Korea. 

Boss Michael O’Neill said: “Brunt is 
taking a break from international foot¬ 
ball at the minute. Me and Chris will 
continue to talk and in September we 
will see where he is at.” 

Brunt is weighing up his international 
future after being left heartbroken by 
Northern Ireland’s World Cup play-off 
defeat to Switzerland. 

Team-mates Gareth McAuley and 
Jonny Evans were named in the squad. 
McAuley, 38, decided to keep playing for 
his country when O’Neill signed a new 
contract earlier this year. 


Blazing a trail with female rider 



Rachel Hellowell 


BIRMINGHAM Speedway have 
named a female rider in their devel¬ 
opment squad. 

Twenty-three-year-old Rachel 
Hellowell will race for the Ductair 
Electrics Bulls in the Midland Devel¬ 
opment League. 

The announcement was made at a 
special pre-season event on Interna¬ 
tional Women’s Day last Thursday. 

The news was well received from 
supporters and Birmingham team 


boss Laurence Rogers described it as 
a big step forwards. He said: “We are 
slowly seeing a few more females give 
speedway a go but to have Rachel as 
part of the Bulls squad is something 
we are very proud of. 

“She has got some experience 
under her belt already and got back 
on a bike at Plymouth last year. 

“She’s found her love for racing 
again and she can’t wait to get going 
with the Bulls. Rachel may not the 


best gater in the world, but that only 
adds to the entertainment because 
she certainly gives it her all and 
doesn’t like finishing last. 

“It was refreshing to hear the cheer 
in the room when we announced Ra¬ 
chel was riding for us in the MDL and 
this is a pretty big move for the club 
in its latest era.” 

Rhys Naylor was also added to the 
squad and joins Leon Flint and Kyle 
Roberts. 


PARDS TO STAY 
ON AT BAGGIES 


BAGGIES boss Alan Pardew 
is to stay in the job - after the 
club failed to identify a suitable 
candidate to replace him in the 
short term. 

Pardew had invited the Baggies board 
to sack him after a seventh successive 
defeat at the weekend. 

The under-pressure head coach spoke to chief 
executive Mark Jenkins on the phone over the 
weekend and was this week due to have an in¬ 
formal meeting with him at the training ground. 

But unless Pardew hands in his resignation, he 
is set to be kept on. The board have decided there 
is little point removing him now because it will 
not be enough to keep the doomed Baggies up. 

They have made enquiries with a number of 
possible alternatives but have been rebuffed at 
all turns, and are now planning for the long-term 
future of the club. 

Impasse 

Although Pardew admitted his professional 
pride was hurt by Saturday’s collapse against 
Leicester - Baggies lost 4-1 after taking an early 
lead through Salomon Rondon - he indicated that 
he would not resign, leaving them at an impasse. 

Pardew only remains now for financial and 
strategic reasons. He is likely to receive less com¬ 
pensation if removed at the end of the season due 
to a break clause in his contract or once relega¬ 
tion is confirmed. Baggies sit eight points from 
safety with eight games remaining. 

Albion believe they will also be able to attract 
a better calibre of manager in the summer than 
they can now, having struggled to entice any po¬ 
tential candidates to the job in recent weeks. 

However, fans have called for first team coach 
Darren Moore to be instated as caretaker man¬ 
ager until the end of the season. 

After the game, Pardew laid into his players 
for downing tools in the last 20 minutes and crit¬ 
icised Grzegorz Krychowiak for his furious reac¬ 
tion to being substituted. 


Tivi boss 
King hails 
fightback 

BOSS Dave King hailed the ‘great char¬ 
acter and strength’ of Tividale after 
they came from behind to beat Bilston 
Town 4-2. 

Demetri Brown hit a hat-trick and vic¬ 
tory sees Tivi remain third in the West 
Midlands Premier table - four points be¬ 
hind leaders Malvern Town, with three 
games in hand. 

“It was a great win for us, I’m so 
chuffed with the lads,” said boss King 
on the triumph at Queen Street. 

“The lads took a lot of criticism after 
the 2-1 loss at Wednesfield, our last 
game before that - and rightly so. 

“So to bounce back like that, after 
going 2-0 down with everyone there gun¬ 
ning against us, was great. We went 2-0 
down after starting really slow. The lads 
showed great character and strength to 
pull through. Once we got the equaliser, 
we knew we would go on to win it.” 

Kartel O’Neil-Martin put Bilston two 
up, the second from the spot. 

Tivi were back in the game before the 
half-hour mark when Joe Lawley put 
through Brown and he rounded keeper 
Victor Pinheiro. 

Brown levelled on 70 minutes and 
completed his hat-trick when he 
pounced on a mistake by defender Todd 
Perry. A Joe Lawley penalty completed 
proceedings. 

Cradley Town beat Bridgnorth 1-0, 
while in the West Midlands (Regional) 
Division One, Sam Heston fired the win¬ 
ner to help Tipton Town to a 1-0 win at 
his former club Darlaston Town (1874). 

Odem wings In for 
Eades' charity clash 

PETER Odemwingie will don an Albion 
shirt again in a charity match for former 
Baggies mascot Richard Eades. 

The striker has signed up for an Al¬ 
bion Legends XI which will take on a 
team of supporters at Halesowen Town 
on Sunday, April 29. Kick off is at 
4.30pm and tickets £5. 

The match has been organised in 
memory of the much-loved Eades, a 
long-serving Baggies employee who died 
suddenly in December. 

Odemwingie, who currently plays for 
Indonesian outfit Madua United, con¬ 
firmed his involvement via a video mes¬ 
sage on Twitter. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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No limits as racing pair return 


Pete Wright, left, and Martyn Siviter, will be back in the No Limits endurance championships 


AFTER riding their way to back-to-back titles 
- in their first two seasons competing on the 
club circuit - the Double Two Racing boys are 
plotting another successful year. 

Black Country pair Pete Wright and Martyn 
Siviter have been busy working on their fitness, 
acquiring new sponsors and getting the laps in 
during testing throughout the close season. 

Wright, from Tividale, and Siviter, from 
Blackheath, begin their third No Limits endur¬ 


ance campaign when round one is launched at 
Snetterton 300, in Norfolk, March 24-25. 

Double Two Racing had ended last year’s 
campaign in style, pulling out their best result 
of the year - despite having already wrapped 
up the title - during the penultimate round at 
Croft, in Yorkshire, winning the Club 600 class. 

The team then signed off with a 100 per cent 
podium finishing record after coming third at 
Donington Park during the final round. 




FANTASTIC RANGE & STYLES FOR ALL BUDGETS 


GET UP TO £1000 
OFF FOR YOUR 0Cd 

OUR SCRAP DEAL 


West 
Midlands 
DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

Quality Double Glazing you can trust 
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• WINDOWS 

• DOORS 

• CONSERVATORIES 
•ROROHES 

• GUARDIAN ROOF 
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77 OVEREND STREET, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY www,westmidlandsglazing.com 0800 080 7076 0121 532 0784 # 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


LOW DEPOSITS - LOW PAYMENTS 

AT DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


Order your 


NU18REG 



VAUXHALL GRANDLAND X 


PER MONTH 


VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

GRAND SPORT 1.5T (165) DESIGN 5DR 


1.2 SE 5DR 

Representative Finance Example 

On the Road Price 

£20,788.00 

47 Monthly Payments of 

£249.98 

Customer Deposit CASH OR P/X 

£999.00 

Finance Deposit Allowance 

£1,200.00 

Amount of Credit 

£18,589.00 

Interest 

£2,303.06 

Cost of Credit 

£2303.06 


Duration of Agreement 


48 months 


Optional Final Payment 

£9,143.00 

Total Amount Payable 

£23,091.06 

Annual Mileage 

6,000 p.a. 

Personal Contract Plan 





REPRESENTATIVE 


Representative Finance Example 


Duration of Agreement 

48 months 

On the Road Price 

£17,235.00 

Optional Final Payment 

£6,902.00 

47 Monthly Payments of 

£239.55 

Total Amount Payable 

£19,159.85 

Customer Deposit CASH OR P/X 

£999.00 

Annual Mileage 

6,000 p.a. 

Amount of Credit 

£16,236.00 

Personal Contract Plan 


Interest 

£1,924.85 

a An// nnn 



NU18REG 


NOW 


ONLY 



REPRESENTATIVE 



PER MONTH 


VAUXHALL MOKKA X 

1.4T ECOTEC ACTIVE 5DR 


Representative Finance Example 
On the Road Price 


Duration of Agreement 


48 months 


£20,150.00 Optional Final Payment 


£6,783.00 


47 Monthly Payments of 


£239.92 


PER MONTH 


Customer Deposit 

£999.00 

Finance Deposit Allowance 

£3,000.00 

Amount of Credit 

£16,151.00 

Interest 

£1,908.24 

Cost of Credit 

£1,908.24 


Total Amount Payable 

£22,058.24 

Annual Mileage 

6,000 p.a. 

Personal Contract Plan 



m 


® APR 


DUDLEY TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

motor company 01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


REPRESENTATIVE 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 74.3 (3.8), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C02 emissions: 373 - 88g/km.# 

#Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
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FOR USED CARS IN DUDLEY - LOOK NO FURTHER THAN... 

DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

DUDLEY’S MAIN VAUXHALL DEALER 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 

REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 


« _♦ ^ J 

^; ' | 

2015/64 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

2.2 CRDI 
PREMIUM 

5-dr Auto, 7 Seats, 
Silver, 47,600 miles 

£17,995 

1 ^ t 

W Jl v 

2015/15 

MITSUBISHI 

SHOGUN 

3.2 DI-DC SG4 

5-dr 4x4 Auto, 
White, 64,500 miles 

£23,495 


2015/65 

VAUXHALL 

MOKKA 

1.6i EXCLUSIV 

5-dr, Black, 

35,700 miles 

£10,750 


- 

2009/59 

BMW 3 SERIES 

318d M SPORT 

5-dr Estate, Grey, 
57,683 miles 

£8,995 


2008/58 

BMW 6 SERIES 
635d SPORT 

2-dr Convertible, 
Auto, Grey, 
62,212 miles 

£14,495 



2010/10 
VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.6T VXR 
LTD EDITION 

3-dr, Red, 
57,000 miles 

£7,995 


2012/12 BMW X3 XDRIVE 2.0D SE 5-dr Estate, White, 46,000 
miles. £15,590 

2017/17 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4T 16V 150 SRi NAV 5-dr Auto, 

Grey, 13,211 miles. £13,995 

2015/15 SUBARU XV 2.0D SE 5-dr, White, 27,000 miles 
. £12,795 

2015/65 ABARTH 595 1.4 T-JET TURISMO 3-dr, 

Grey & Red, 10,500 miles. £12,495 

2015/15 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.61 EXCLUSIV 5-dr, 

Blue, 20,100 miles. £9,995 

2013/63 NISSAN QASHQA11.6 (117) VISIA 5-dr, White, 

14,000 miles. £9,995 

2015/65 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2i ROCKS AIR 3-dr, Blue, 17,800 
miles. £9,850 

2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi 16V VAN 
START/STOP Silver, Only 5 miles. £9,495 + VAT 

2015/65 KIA CEED 1.4 SR7 5-dr, Black, 16,300 miles. £8,995 

2013/13 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA 5-dr CVT, Red, 22,000 
miles. £8,995 

2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA1.4 SRi VX-LINE 3-dr, 

Green, 16,000 miles. £8,995 

2015/64 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6T 16V VXR 3-dr, 

White, 28,000 miles. £8,995 

2014/14 SUZUKI SX4 S-CROSS 1.6 SZ4 5-dr, 

Blue, 20,190 miles. £8,995 

2013/63 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.61 (115) EXCLUSIV 5-dr MPV, 

Blue, 38,000 miles. £7,495 

2008/08 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 2.2 CRTD CDX 

5-dr 4x4, Black, 50,272 miles. £6,995 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 

3-dr, White, 56,400 miles. £6,495 

2010/10 RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi 106 DYNAMIQUE 
TOMTOM 3-dr, Cayenne Orange, 46,589 miles. £4,995 



2013/13 
MERCEDES- 
BENZ A200 CDi 

blueEFFICIENCY AMG 
SPORT 

5-dr, Blue, 44,370 miles 

£14,495 



2013/63 
MERCEDES- 
BENZ A180 

BlueEFFICIENCY 

SPORT 

5-dr, 33,133 miles 

£12,995 


jk 

2015/15 VAUXHALL 

ADAM 1.4i ROCKS 

AIR 

3-dr, 13,000 miles. 
Great Spec 

£8,995 

N* 

2012/62 LAND 
ROVER RANGE 
ROVEREVOQUE 
2.2 eD4 PURE 

5-dr Estate, 2WD, 
White, Full Leather, 
38,800 miles 

£19,995 

r ‘VMi \ #<i 

2013/63 

VAUXHALL 

ASTRA 

1.6i 16V ENERGY 

5-dr, White, 38,500 
miles 

£7,495 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

MARCH PART EXCHANGES TO CLEAR 

ALL CARS SUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILARLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 

REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 


2010/60 NISSAN QASHQAI 
1.5 DCi (110) ACENTA 


2011/11 CHEVROLET SPARK 
1.0i+ 


2002/05 MINI HATCHBACK 
1.6 COOPER AUTO 



51 REG 
06 REG 
03 REG 
05 REG 
11 REG 
13 REG 
09 REG 
06 REG 
57 REG 
08 REG 
05 REG 
55 REG 
59 REG 
61 REG 
13 REG 
59 REG 


FIAT SEICENTO 1.1,18,138 miles. £2,350 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve, 49,220 miles. £2,995 

MAZDA MX5, 67,018 miles. £3,295 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA, 39,507 miles. £3,295 

CHEVROLET SPARK 58,670 miles. £3,450 

CHEVROLET SPARK 42,349 miles. £3,750 

RENAULT CLIO TOM TOM, 66,610 miles. £3,850 

MINI COOPER CONVERTIBLE 74,000 miles. £3,995 

VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE, 65,876 miles. £3,995 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4, 62,258 miles. £3,995 

MINI COOPER AUTO, 53,78 miles. £4,450 

L/ROVER FREELANDER, 47,922 miles. £4,495 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4, 58,843 miles. £4,495 

NISSAN MICRA, 55,603 miles. £4,495 

CITROEN Cl, 26,482 miles. £4,750 

CITROEN C3, 26,644 miles. £4,995 


2008/08 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.4i 16V SXi 

5-dr, 
Silver 
Lightning, 
-- *'■* 62,258 
miles 
£3,995 


10 REG RENAULT MEGANE, 46,587 miles. £4,995 

60 REG PEUGEOT 206 1.4 MILLENNIUM, 61,565 miles £4,995 

60 REG FORD FIESTA 1.6 TDCi, 69,900 miles. £5,250 

06 REG SUZUKI GRAND VITARA, 59,000 miles. £5,350 

09 REG FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC, 60,000 miles. £5,495 

61 REG VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi, 45,000 miles. £5,495 

59 REG VOLVO C30ES Drive, 59,231 miles. £5,495 

14 REG TOYOTA AYGO 1.0, 35,710 miles. £5,700 

60 REG CITROEN C3 1.6 HDi, 55,000 miles. £5,750 

12 REG SEAT IBIZA 1.6 TDCi, 46,137 miles. £5,750 

12 REG FIAT DOBLO 1.4 Wheelchair, 14,694 miles. £5,995 

62 REG FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCi, 52,177 miles. £6,295 

56 REG RENAULT MEGANE 2.0T, 62,245 miles. £6,495 

57 REG LANDROVER FREELANDER, 99,818 miles. £6,995 

60 REG NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 TDCi, 57,823 miles. £6,995 


2010/60 SEAT IBIZA 
1.4 SPORT 


2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.9 CDTi 16V DESIGN 


2007/57 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.61 16V CLUB (115) 


2009/59 VOLVO C30 
ES DRIVE 


2-dr 

Coupe, 

Start/Stop, 

White, 

59,231 

miles 



TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


DUDLEY MOTOR 


Thursday, March 15, 2018 






















































DMC VAN CENTRE 

ALL VANS GUARANTEED, ALL VANS SERVICED AND MOTD IF REQUIRED, FINANCE AVAILADLE (SURJECT TO STATUS) 

REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T>s & C's Apply) 


VANS-VANS-VANS 

THERE’S A VAN TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS AND BUSINESSES 


2017/17 VAUXH ALL VIVARO 2700 

1.6 CDTi 120PSH1 VAN 

BIG 

SAVINGS 
ON LIST 
PRICE 

$ FROM 
£13,995 
+ VAT 



2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi 
16V VAN START/STOP 

^ - - -' - - -r 3-DR, 

*. SILVER 



£8,995 



2012/12 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTi 
115PS VAN 2.9TEUR0 5 


WHITE, 

82,516 

MILES 


£5,995 
+ VAT 


2014/64 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2700 

1.6 CDTi 90PS ECOFLEX HI VAN 

GREY, 

50,906 

MILES 



£9,495 
+ VAT 


2015/15 FIAT DOBLO 1.3 
MULTI JET 16V VAN START/STOP 


WHITE, 

31,740 

MILES 



£6,995 
+ VAT 


2017/17 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900 

1.6 CDTi BITURBO 145PS SPORTIVE HI VAN 

SILVER, 

10 MILES 



\ y £16,750 
+ VAT 


MASSIVE PRE-REG SAVINGS ON THIS 
VIVARO LI-HI DOUBLE CAB 2.9T 


LIST PRICE 
230131+VAT 

DMC VAN 
CENTRE 
SPECIAL 
PRICE 

£16444 
+ VAT 


2015/15 VOLKSWAGEN CRAFTER 
2.0 TDI163PS HIGH ROOF VAN 


5-DR, 

WHITE, 

33,000 

MILES 




2016/16 VAUXHALL COMBO 2000 
1.3 CDTi 16V HI VAN 


5-DR, 


2016/66 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2700 

1.6 CDTi BITURBO 120PS ECOFLEX 


SPORTIVE 
HI VAN 
SILVER, 
74,929 
MILES 



2016/16 VAUXHALL MOVANO 
2.3 CDTi H3 VAN 125PS 


SILVER, 

24,854 

MILES 



£10,495 
+ VAT 


2017/17 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900 
1.6 CDTi 120PS SPORTIVE HI VAN 


5-DR, 

WHITE, 

5,891 

MILES 


2013/13 VAUXHALL COMBO 2300 

1.6 CDTi 16V 105PS HI VAN 


WHITE, 

31,740 

MILES 



£6,995 
+ VAT 


2017/17 VAUXHALL COMBO 2300 

1.6 CDTi 16V 105PS HI CREW VAN 


EURO 6 
(SS) 
SILVER, 
10 MILES 



£12,995 
+ VAT 



£14,995 
+ VAT 


PRE REG COMBO CREW VAN 
MASSIVE SAVINGS ON NEW LIST PRICE 


A 



CHOICE 
OF 

COLOURS 


£11,195 
+ VAT 



Dudley Motor 
Company’s 
Dedicated 
Van Specialist 
Donna Hadley 
Can help with all 
of your van needs 
and business 
requirements. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 












































































